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By Bilal firnawi 

Star Business Editor 

THE BURDEN of Jordan's esti¬ 
mated $6.84 billion debt may be 
up for some dieting in the next 
few years as indicators abound 
that creditor nations may be con¬ 
sidering relieving some of the 
debts. "We do confirm that negoti¬ 
ations have been going on for 
some time now on relieving Jor¬ 
dan of some of its debts," Dr 
Michel Marto, deputy governor of 
the Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ), 
said in an interview with The Star. 
President Clinton spoke about 
helping Jordan through debt relief 
last month, thus setting in motion 
Jordanian hqpes for a better econ¬ 
omy under peace. 

But debt relief can take many 
different forms. "Amongst it is 
debt reduction, debt swaps, 
rescheduling over vay long peri¬ 
ods, cutting down interest rates 
and some other possible ways," 
explained Dr Marto. The deputy 
governor maintained that negotia¬ 
tions might linger on for a long 
time before actual relief conces¬ 
sions are typti by foe Kingdom. 
"Debt negotiations are a_ continu¬ 
ous process and we have to wait 
and see how things would evolve. 
There is a lot of lobbying that 
needs to be followed up," Dr 
Marto said. 

Jordan started negotiations on 
rescheduling its commercial debts 
to the London Club earlier ibis 
year. "Cosing the agreement to 


reschedule Jordan's $750 million 
debt—plus interest—with the 
London Club will be finalized 
later this month." Dr Marto said. 
- The largest chunk of debt is owed 
to the Paris Club which manages 
bilateral debt which is debt owed 
to governments. In the US, debt 
reduction could happen but it 
requires an act of congress, while 
reducing debt by other countries 
could come through an act of their 
finance minister, the treasury, or 
any responsible government 
agency. Jordan's biggest creditor 
is Japan, then the United States, 
the United Kingdom. France, Ger¬ 
many and some others. 

Helping a nation with its 
finances has its conditions as welL 
"It is not a matter of concessions, 
it is that these countries give the 
country assistance, and they want 
to see that the money is used prop¬ 
erty," stated foe Deputy Governor. 
Dr Maito said that the difficulties 
in 1989 made Jordan go through 
an adjustment program with the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank (WB). 

"If the Kingdom has the wrong 
policies, foen things will get worse 
and .debt relief will not do the 
country any good. It is in our 
interest to have the right adjust¬ 
ment policies." said Dr Marto. 
According to the deputy governor, 
in the early 1980s the lad mone¬ 
tary policies were not so evident 
in the economy because of the big 
inflow of aid which has covered 
the symptoms. 


Ten Palestinian factions form to 
derail the PLO-Israeli accord 


By Raed AI Abed 

b Star Staff Writer 

THE TEN Palestinian factions 
opposed to PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat and his agreement with 
Israel have agreed last week in 
Damascus to form a wide national 
Palestinian front whose aim will 
be to derail the PLO-Israeli 
accord. 

But so far, there is little evi¬ 
dence that these factions will be 
able to stay together for long. And 
apart from direct assassi n ation 
attempts on his life. similar to the 
one uncovered earlier in the week, 
Mr Arafat will not worry much 
about what his opponents will do 
to destroy the accord. 

While Mr Arafat's opponents 
were busy meeting in Damascus, 
the PLO leader hosted the Pales¬ 
tine Central Council (PCQ meet¬ 
ings in the Tunisian capital which 
agreed to endorse the PLO-Israel 


agreement 

Already, two main players in 
the group of ten, namely foe Pop¬ 
ular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP) and the Demo¬ 
cratic Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP), have made it 
clear that they are not in favor of 
creating an alternative body to 
replace the PLO. Mr Tayseer 
Khaled, politburo member of the 
DFLP and a resigning Executive 
Committee member, told The Star 
that his organization is not consid¬ 
ering the prospect of an alterna¬ 
tive Palestinian leadership, 
although "the PLO leadership had 
lost its legitimacy after it had 
signed the Gaza-Jericho accord." 

Tire new front is a motley group 
indeed. In addition to the DFLP 
and foe PFLP, Hamas has decided 
to join for its own reasons. The 
rest of the factions carry little 
political and popular weight. 

"At this stage we are conduct¬ 


ing consultations with all Palestin¬ 
ian forces in order to come out 
with a picture of foe Palestinian 
situation," said Hamas official 
spokesman in Amman, Mr 
Mohammad NazaL "We are look¬ 
ing into the proposal of an alterna¬ 
tive organization, or a new leader¬ 
ship for the PLO. We need an 
Intifada within the PLO institu¬ 
tions. Should we stick to the Pal¬ 
estinian charter which Arafat has 
abolished?” 

In spite of the ideological differ¬ 
ences between the ten factions, 
they are all united in their objec¬ 
tion to the PLO-Israel accord and 
to Arafat’s leadership. They have 
agreed to form an Islamic nation¬ 
alist front whose aim will be to 
lead the Intifada. It is doubtful if 
such a front will survive for long. 
Hamas, who has always presented 
itself as a viable alternative to the 
PLO is likely to prove as Mr Ara¬ 
fat's most formidable opponent 
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Jordan braces itself 
for debt relief 


ferihLlfcr. 




"But when aid does not flow, 
these policies will show that you 
cannot survive and the economy 
will be hurt. We have been follow¬ 
ing the right monetary and fiscal 
policies and implementing structu¬ 
ral adjustments and in return 
we've been rewarded well," said 
Dr Marto. Jordan is projecting a 
six percent GDP growth rate for 
1993. Last year's was 11 percent 

Growth is hampered by debt 
service, but when debt adds up to 
about 143 percent of a country's 
GDP as in the case of Jordan, debt 
relief translates into substantial 
economic gains. 

"Any time we have debt relief, 
financial resources are released for 
us to use in developing the coun¬ 
try's resources and infrastructure 
whereby the economy expands, 
instead of sending diem [financial 
resources] out of the country," 
said Dr Marto. Expansion in the 
economy also means reducing the 
size of debt in relation to the coun¬ 
try's GDP. "For instance, Israel's 
$25 billion debt is less 
than 50 percent of its GDP while 
Jordan's debt has climbed to 140 
percent of its GDP. It is easier for 
Israel' to service its debt," Dr. 
Marto said. 

One of Jordan's strong points 
remains to be the exchange value 
of the dinar despite its devaluation 
in I98& Though the market has 
recently promoted a conviction 
that the dinar is to appreciate, the 
deputy governor denied suchpro- 
jection as mere speculation. ■ 
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Campaign heats up as 
candidates begin registration 


By Ahmad Shaker 
Special to The Star 

JORDANIANS will begin to feel 
the heat of the Lower House elec¬ 
tions today, Thursday, when offi¬ 
cial registration for candidates 
begins for three days. His Mtgesty 
King Hussein's speech to the 
nation on Tuesday will help clear 
the air from whatever fears may 
have been lingering ever since the 
Government was said to be study¬ 
ing the postponement of the elec¬ 
tions only to come out later and 
confirm that they will be held on 8 


inside the Occupied Territories 
and the future autonomous Pales¬ 
tinian entity. 

As to the DFLP and PFLP, the 
two mainstream PLO organiza¬ 
tions have agreed in principle to 
join forces through an organiza¬ 
tional integration. 

But in order to face up to the 
Palestinian institutions in the 
autonomous region, which will be 
under Mr Arafat's control, the 
opponents will have to move their 
opposition inside. Many doubt if 
they will be able to create viable 
rival institutions as they threaten 
they would. 

Added to the challenges that lie 
before the group of ten, is the fact 
that there are other Palestinian 
factions who have refused to join 
them, but they are as defiant in 
their opposition of Mr Arafat 
One such group is the Islamic 
Jihad-Beit Al Maqdis, a militant 

S ro-Iranian group beaded by 
heikh Assad Bayod Al TamimL 
"Ii is not important to esfahlfch an 
alternative leadership.” he told 
The Star. "What is important is to 
change the ideology of Palestin¬ 
ian revolution. If the group of ten 
follow Islam, then victory wiD be 
theirs." ■ 


November. Jordanians of Palestin¬ 
ian origin will be particularly 
assured by the King's address, as 
he stressed their right as Jordani¬ 
ans to elect and be elected. 
Observers believe that the next 
Parliament will probably have 
more representatives of Palestinian 
origin than the previous one, 
which had only eight. 

Minister of Interior Mr Salameh 
Hamad told The Star this week 
that Palestinians living in Jordan 
who enjoy the right to vote, cannot 
be denied of their rights and have 
the choice to stay in Jordan or 
return to the West Bank. He hinted 
that the Government will even 
study the possibility of allowing 
dual citizenships for those who 
wish to keep their Jordanian citi¬ 
zenship in addition to their Pales¬ 
tinian one. 

On foe other hand, Mr Hamad 
said that die ministry will make 
sure that the elections will be fair 
and free and that ballot counting 
will be done manually and by com- 



Banner writers cash in on campaign 


By Ben Wedeman 
Special to TTie Star 

"1 WISH we had parliamentary 
elections every day," says 
Muhammed Al Rawashda, survey¬ 
ing the growing pile of election 
w banners filling his workshop in 
Jabal Al Luwaibda. Muhammed is 
a khauat, a calligrapher, who 
along with his partner Walid Al 
Silawi and their workers are cash¬ 
ing in on the decision to hold the 

November Parliamentary electrons 
•Mi sch ed ule. 

During the elections, calligra¬ 
phers like Muhammed and Walid 
sec their monthly income 
and find themselves working 
almost around the clock to:511 
orders. For the past ten days, 
Muhammed and his colleagues 
have been working from dawn 
until sometimes past midnight, 
turning out more than 100 banners 
a day. The banners, ranging in 
length from four to 12 metres, cost 


candidates 
between JD 
1 and 1-5 
per meter. 

The price 
goes up 

another 
dinar if the 
candidate 
wants the 
banner 
hung as 

welL 

Muhammed 
and Walid 
predicted 
that during 
die election_ 

Gearing up for the election campaigns 

produce 

SST* 1200 banners. Until today, (Thursday 14 Octo- 
and Walid are ranting ber). all public campatgnmg was 
out banners for a number of prom- tanned. AH Itajms of thraiands 
inent candidates, including former rftannets ranted out by the hrat- 
PriL Minister Taber Al Masri. dreds of talltgraphexs around the 


country have been waiting for 
the moment when the official 
campaign begins. As 
Muhammed Al Rawashda told 
The Star, "between midnight 
and 6:00 am on 14 October, all 
the banners will go up. There 
will be stiff competition for 
places in certain areas, and we 
may see people fighting over 
space." 

Indeed, there is a down side to 
all this cash, sound and fury. All 
the calligraphers interviewed by 
The Star complained about the 
lack of any association or union 
of calligraphers to protest their 
rights and regulate prices. "I 
wish the people responsible 
would realize that there are lots 
of calligraphers in this country 
and that they are entitled to 
their own association like any 
other profession," laments 
Muhammed Al Rawashda. 

According to Saadi, a calligra¬ 
pher in AbdaK, the workload was 


so intense during the 1989 parlia¬ 
mentary elections that workers 
were fainting from exhaustion. 
His brother, he recalled, went for 
three days without sleep to meet 
his de a dlin es. Saadi himself spent 
13 days in the hospital recovering 
from the ordeal after the campaign 
was over. This time around, he 
says, he won't accept any more 
orders than he can fill during nor¬ 
mal working hours. The competi¬ 
tion is harmful to calligraphers," 
Saadi told The Star. 

The absence of a calligrapher's 
union or guild has also allowed 
amateurs to enter the market, 
dragging prices down and lower¬ 
ing the quality of calligraphy and 
the banners. "If the tanners are 
not designed in the right way, 
with holes for the wind to blow 
through, and if they are not hung 
correctly, they will fall down or be 
ripped before foe election even 
takes place," notes Saadi. "Some 
candidates just want banners. 


They don't care if the work is good 
or not," he says. 

The elections have led to price 
increases in foe material used for 
the banners, especially cloth and 
wood. The price of cloth, says 
Muhammed AJ Rawashda, has 
gone up by 20 percent, and he 
believes some merchants are 
hoarding to push the prices up 
even more. 

Despite this, Amman s calligra¬ 
phers are a happy lot fo^ 6 

TTiis period is a harvest, a season 
of abundance, for calligraphers, 
says Muhammed, who has dou¬ 
bled his workforce to cope with 

demand. . 

"We have had to turn down 
other work; we are doing nothing 
else" says Muhammed’s partner, 
Walid "These just isn't enough 
time to do anything else, he 
added, showing The Star foe busi¬ 
ness card of another candidate 
who had just engaged their ser¬ 
vices. ■ 


King reaffirms 
Hashemite 
commitment to 
Jerusalem 


puters. He added that 20,000 pub¬ 
lic security men will be responsi¬ 
ble for peace keeping and for 
securing ballot stations. 

Meanwhile, informed sources 
told The Star that it was unlikely 
that Prime Minister Dr Abdel 
Salary Al Majali will make a cabi¬ 
net reshuffle before the elections, 
but it did dol exclude the possibil¬ 
ity of a Government resignation 
after 8 November as would be 
expected. The sources said that Dr 
Majali will be asked by His 
Majesty King Hussein to form a 
new cabinet. 

Dr Majali has already framed a 
ministerial committee hearted by 
Minister of Information Dr Maan 
Abu Nuwar to draft the King's 
speech from the Throne which His 
Majesty will deliver when he 
opens the 12th ParliamenL 
■ The new Parliament should con¬ 
vene no later than two weeks after 
the results of the elections are 
announced. ■ 


AMMAN (Star)—His Majesty King 
Hussein has said that Jordan will not 
recognize any jurisdiction over the 
Holy City of Jerusalem "other than 
that of God." Affirming the special 
relationship the Hashemite family has 
had with Jerusalem, King Hussein, 
speaking in a televised address to the 
rcrion on Tuesday, said that that rela¬ 
tionship will remain forever. 

The King's 60-minute speech cov¬ 
ered a number of current topics rang¬ 
ing from the upcoming Parliamentary 
elections, to foe recent Palestinian- 
Israeli agreement and Jordan's role in 
foe peace process. Following are 
some of the points that His Majesty focused on: 

King Hussein called for foe formation of a non-political Islamic 
commission representative of foe five Muslim schools, to act as a 
caretaker of Muslim shrines. 

His Majesty called for a dialogue among foe three monotheistic 
religions. 

The King said that any party that threatens the national unity 
will have to answer to him personally. 

The King called on all Palestinians to unite behind their leader¬ 
ship so that the current opportunity will not be wasted. 

His Majesty called on all Jordanians to vote in-foe elections in a 
spirit of freedom and fairness to bring their representatives to 
Parliament 

King Hussein advises foe press not to libel people and calls on 
writers to be responsible and balanced in their presentations of the 
nation's affairs. ■ 


Government rejects 
Israeli ruling on 
Jerusalem shrines 


By Amy Henderson 
Star Staff Writer 

JORDAN. SATURDAY, officially 
denounced the Israeli high court 
ruling on foe status of foe Islamic 
shrines in Jerusalem. The ruling 
claims that Al Harara Al Sharif— 
which embodies foe Al Aqsa 
Mosque and foe Dome of foe 
Rock—-is included in foe "land of 
Israel" and therefore subject to 
Israeli laws and regulations regard¬ 
ing construction, restoration, 
archaeology and freedom of 
access to foe holy places. 

The court’s decision seems to be 
in following with an Israeli cam¬ 
paign to change foe historical fact 
of Jerusalem and denying histori¬ 
cal Arab Muslim and Christian 
presence in the city. 

"By this ruling, foe court aims to 
stop the restoration and refurbish¬ 
ment work currently going on at 
Al Aqsa Mosque and the Dome of 
foe Rock." said a memo distrib¬ 


uted by Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Abdul Salam Al 
Abbadi to Arab and Islamic 
ambassadors. 

The Israeli court ruling gives 
legal jurisdiction of Al Haram Al 
Sharif, known to Israelis as Tem¬ 
ple Mount, to the Temple Mount 
Faithful (an extremist Zionist 
group). Already the Temple 
Mount Faithful are demanding the 
same court issue an order stopping 
foe reconstruction work on foe 
shrines. AI Abbadi's note added. 

Both Abbadi and Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Al Majali have called 
meetings with foreign envoys to 
convey' foe Kingdom's stand on 
the ruling. 

Dr Majali told non-Arab ambas¬ 
sadors gathered in his office on 
Monday foal foe ruling reflects foe 
true intentions of the Israeli gov¬ 
ernment wifo regard to peace and 
throws suspicion on its credibility. 

Continued on page 2 
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An unconventional report on Jordanian news and 
views edited by Dr Marwan Al Asrnar 


80 million dollars for 
Jordan 

* Jordan is to receive USSSO mil¬ 
lion from the World Bank to 
finance a number or energy, water, 
agriculture and communication 
projects. The World Bank is happy 
about Jordan's performance in its 
economic reform program which it 
had set earlier. The Bank agreed to 
grant the loan during the visit of a 
Jordanian delegation to Washing¬ 
ton headed by the Miniver of 
Planning. Dr Zeid Fareez. 

New Innovation at 
post office 

M At la>t post offices throughout 
the country will begin to accept 
payment of water, electricity -and 
telephone bills, according to Dr 
Abdullah Al Ja/ 21 . general secre¬ 
tary of the Ministry of Posts and 
Telecommunication. The ministry 
will stan with telephone hills and 
will soon announce the location of 
post offices where they can be 
paid. Mr Jaz/.i said that ihi% meas¬ 
ure has been taken in the light of 
the fact that the Housing Bank 
slopped processing telephone bills 
on behalf of the Telecommunica¬ 
tion Corp. Utility bills can eventu¬ 
ally be paid in the 900 post offices 
owned by the ministry. Other ser¬ 
vices provided by post offices 
include student applications to uni¬ 
versities. car license renewals and 
applications to the civil service. 

Electrifying villages 

M It is hard to believe that in this 
modem day and age there is yet no 
electricity in some parts of Jordan. 
But it is also nice to know that the 
Government will be doing some¬ 
thing to rectify the situation By the 
end of 1994. 243 villages in Jor¬ 
dan will be supplied with electric¬ 
ity according to Mr Waiiab AI 
Zoubi. general secretary of the 
Ministry of Electricity and Miner¬ 
als. There are presently tenders for 
the implementation of projects of 
electricity supply for 250 more vif. 
laces to be completed by 1995. 
Mr Zoubi says that Jordan pres¬ 
ently spends JD290 million on 3.9 
tonnes of oil used for electrifica¬ 
tion purposes. 


Akher Khbr on 
newsstands 

M A new independent political 
daily Akiicr Khbr has made its 
debut last week. This the first Jor¬ 
danian mid-day newspaper. Its 
chief editor is Mr Bassam Sakejha 
and the paper has reporters all over 
the Arab world providing the 
reader with up to date information. 
The Information Minister Dr 
Mnan Abu Nowar has just agreed 
to let the Al Bawascl Cultural 
Forum in Sihab issue its own 
monthly journal entitled Al Bawa¬ 
scl. It will deal with issues and 
activities of the forum. 

Water delegation 
formed 

V The Jordanian water delega¬ 
tion to the A rah-Israeli multilateral 
peace talks, which will hold its 
nexi meeting in the Chinese capi¬ 
tal. Peking, is to be reformed soon. 

The delegation which includes 
members Mr All Al Ghjzawi. eco¬ 
nomic advisor to the Minister of 
Water and Irrigation. Mr Moham¬ 
mad Thafer. general secretary to 
the Jordan Valley Water Authority 
and Mr Mahmoud Al Doori. head 
of the Research Institute for Agri¬ 
culture and Technology Transfer 
will be headed by Dr Munihcr 
Haddadeen. Also, the meetings of 
the environmental delegation to 
the peace talks will be held in 
Cairo on 16 November and headed 
by Mr Anccs AI Muasher for the 
Jordanian side. 

Public Works Ministry 
on the move 

M Five major roads are presently 
under construction in various parts 
of the country according to the 
Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing. These roads, once com¬ 
pleted. will total 110 kilometers in 
lengih and cost JD23.600 million. 
These include: the Maan-Al Jafr 
highway. 35 percent of which is 
completed, the Irbid-Kufr Youba. 
which has already been completed, 
the Zarat-Ghcr highway, still in its 
initial siages.the Jeser Wadi AI 
Mowjib road, more than half of 
which is complex and the Al 
Ramtha-Jaber road. 


Earthquakes feared 
by Israelis 

K Israel would suffer extensive 
damage from earthquakes in the 
high-risk area around Lake Kinne- 
ret, the Dead Sea and Haifa Bay, 
accordingly to a newly released 
geological survey by the Israeli 
Energy Ministry. The survey stud¬ 
ied the seismic intensity on the 
Mercalli scale, which measures the 
the effects of an earthquake on 
buildings and surroundings rather 
than the earthquake's magnitude. 
In the Haifa Bay area and in the 
Jordan and Jazree) Valleys, trem¬ 
ors between 8 and 10 on the Mer- 
calli scale could be expected, the 
survey notes. The effects would be 
general panic as masonry col¬ 
lapsed. The report notes that water 
supplies would also be damaged, 
with pipes broken and reservoirs 
destroyed as reported in The Jeru¬ 
salem Post. A tremor of force 10 
around Kinneret and the Jordan 
tributaries would destroy dams 
and earth encampments and could 
cjuse landslides. The report says 
wc should use the time we have 
before the next earthquake to 
define areas with high seismic risk 
and strengthen existing buildings 
like hospitals and schools, talcing 
into account the infrastructure con¬ 
ditions at the planning and con¬ 
struction stages. The report said 
that in Safad and Nablus during 
the major earthquakes of 1837 and 
1927. much damage was caused 
by landslides. 

Election box 

■ The Minister of Youth's 
advisor. Mr Samir Habashneh. has 
resigned his position to run for the 
November elections. 

M The previous deputy Mr 
Saleem Al Zoubi will not be run¬ 
ning for re-election, for public and 
personal reasons. 

M The number of voters for the 
Jerash constituency is 40,723 
while for the Aqaba region the 
number is 13.046. The number of 
the electorates for the Balqa elec¬ 
toral district is 127.520. 

■ Like the Yakatha party, the Jor¬ 


danian National' Coalition Party 
(JNCP) of Mr Mejhim Al Kreisha 
says that the party will not be put¬ 
ting up official candidates. How¬ 
ever. this is not to say that candi¬ 
dates on a JNCP tickeL will not be 
standing. 

M The General Secretary of the 
Democratic Socialist Party, Mr 
Essa Madanat, said that his party 
wall be putting up candidates to 
fight the Amman First. Zerqa, 
Balqa. Jerash, Ajloun, and Karak 
electoral constituencies. 

M The newly-established AJHur- 
riah (Freedom) party is the latest 
to announce its candidates for the 
November elections. Only three 
will be standing. They are Mr Fat- 
rah Allah Al Umrani. Mr Akef Al 
Maaytah both for Zerqa and Dr 
Issam Al Saadi for Irbid. 

Conferences 

M Under the patronage of His 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 
the First Jordan Chemical Engi¬ 
neering Conference will take place 
on 18 "October. The conference is 
jointly organized by the Jordanian 
Engineering Association and the 
Colleges of Engineering at the 
Universities of Jordan and Science 
and Technology at Irbid. 

M A three-day conference will 
open next week on Arab Future 
Horizons in a Changing World 
between 18-20 October. The con¬ 
ference. taking place at the Forte 
Grand, is organized by Dr Nabeel 
Shaath's Team International. Sev¬ 
enteen papers will be presented 
under four themes. Dr Shaath will 
start the first session speaking 
about his notion of globalization 
and its meaning to the Arab world. 
Session two will have papers on 
the peace process, multi-party 
democracy, economic reform in 
Jordan and the the globalization of 
the capital market The third ses¬ 
sion is on human potential and will 
have papers on the labor market 
technology transfer and technol¬ 
ogy, quality production and envi¬ 
ronmental protection and (pollution 
control. The final session is on 
managerial development There is 
a conference fee of JD 200 For 
those wishing to participate. 
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By Ben Wedeman 
Special to The Star 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
in the Arab world has traditionally 
favored urban areas, leaving mral 
areas lagging far behind, accord¬ 
ing to rural development experts 
who met this week in Amman. 

Twenty-two experts from 
Egypt. Iraq, Jordan. Lebanon. 
Oman, Palestine, Syria and 
Yemen, plus representatives of the 
UN Food and Agriculture Organi¬ 
zation, the Arab Organization for 
Agricultural Development, and the 
Regional Center for Agricultural 
Reform and Rural Development, 
discussed the. challenges of rural 
development at a conference orga¬ 
nized this week by the Economic 
and Social Commission for West 
Asia (ESCWA). .- 

Participants stressed that rural 
development is not simply a mat¬ 
ter of increasing agricultural pro¬ 
duction. although agriculture is 
the most important component of 
rural economies. Rural develop¬ 
ment encompasses many more 
components, including education, 
health, transportation, water and 
electricity. Only by focusing on 
improving the overall quality of 
life in rural areas, by taking whai 
ESCWA rural development expert 
Mr Muhammcd Jabr calls an 
“integrative approach," can the 
imbalance between city and coun¬ 
tryside be righted. 

In his opening address. 
ESCWA Executive Secretary Dr 
Sabah Bakjaji warned that "mral 
areas have been deprived of the 
fruits of economic and social 
development over the past dec¬ 
ades." Ignorance, illiteracy, dis¬ 
ease and malnutrition, he said “are 
still common in rural areas, and 
the disparities between the city 
and the countryside have become 
a factor contributing to social 
instability and a barrier to growth 
and development in many coun¬ 
tries of the region.” 

Nonetheless, there are bright 
spots, Bakjaji noted. In recent 
years governments have become 
more sensitive to the importance 
of - balancing rural and urban 
development At the same time, 
the deteriorating living conditions 
in many large dries have encour¬ 
aged a reversal of the tide of mral- 
urban migration. 

The challenge of rural devel¬ 
opment is made "far more compli¬ 
cated under the extraordinary con¬ 
ditions afflicting many parts of the 
Arab world. In the Occupied Ter¬ 
ritories, for example, the Israeli 
authorities have imposed count¬ 


in rural and in urban areas. 

:. Under such circumstances, 

■ rural development becomes prob¬ 
lematic Palestinian rural develop¬ 
ment expert MrAl Haradallah Al 
Hainad Allah reports that over the 
years .the occupation authorities 
have uprooted 105,000 trees, 
destroyed or'filledhundreds of 
artesian wells, closed off agricultu- 
ral roads, and barred shepherds 
from traditional pastures. Israel's 
total indifference to development 
in the Occupied Territories left the 
Palestinians on their own, and it 
was only through the assistance, of . 
agencies such as - the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) that any progress has 
been madcar all 

Mr Omar Daoudi, UNDFs 
Liaison and Research Officer in 
Jerusalem, told The Star that the 
absence for the past 26 years of 
any national authority in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories has made the atu- 
. ation far more complicated than in 
any other country in thc regioo. 

**We are almost starting from 
zero,” be said. UNDP’s .efforts to 
help build or upgrade health and 
educational facilities have been 
successful, but they cannot deal 
with all the problems facing the 
Palestinian'people.. Daoudi noted; 
that UNDP has provided assis¬ 
tance, in the .form oF support for - — .. - - 

schools, hospitals, and other development, literacy,, and health care 


p osi tively participate In improving 
- Sefr fives, not just wait 
. government comes along and docs 
. something for them.** - _ 

- A good example, of the suc¬ 
cess of this approach has teen the 
experience of Oman. Until 1970 
Oman was cut off from the rest of 
world. When the country finaUy 
opened up, its leaders were acutely 
aware of the heed to develop the 
country. They were equally con¬ 
scious, however, of the importance 
of. popular participation 
planning and implementation. The 
.Omani government therefore, 
enlisted the support of tradinonal 
leaders and organizations ■ » 
ensure that projects in troth .rural 

and urban areas . effectively 
addressed the. needs of. the local 
community. Local -communities 
were also called upon to contribute 
to the development project? in 
cash and kind. According to the 
report presented at tbe meeting by 
the Omani rural development 
. experts, communities shoulder 70 
•percent of the cost of such 
projects. ' • . ■ 

Another crucial contributor to 
die success of rural development 
.projects is the active paradpation 
of women. No -ruraLdevelopment 
program is complete without a 
component addressing the needs 
of women in terms of employ- 


opment projects, to 40or 50 Pales¬ 
tinian communities, but thine are 
more than 500 towns and .villages 
in the West Bank.and Gaza. 

Iraq is another case where die 
task of raraL development has been 
exacerbated by war and upheaval. 
Mr Adnan Badraoui, a develop¬ 
ment expert from Baghdad'Uni-, 
versify, told The. Star that despite 
shortages of equipment and hard ' 
currency, Iraq's ambitious rural 
development effort has stayed on 
course. He stressed that the sue-, 
cess of the Iraq's rural develop¬ 
ment program was based upon the 
active involvement and paitidpar 
lion of local people in the planning 
process. Badraoui also .claimed 
that the Gulf war and die .trade 
embargo have had a positive effect 
on the country: “The war was a 
real means for Iraq to become 
stronger and to become 100 per¬ 
cent self-reliant It opened up hew 
scope for invention and discovery 
for the Iraqi people,’* he sjays.. 

Involving rural people, in the 
planning process does seem to be 
the key to any project’s success. 
“We are trying to help the people 
play a more active role in the 
developnfent process,” - 1 says 
ESCWA’s Mr Mubainmed Jabr. 


Developing and.: in the case 
bf Palestine, reliabititating, rural 
areas will continue to be a major 
rarir for the region. But as- several 
• of the participants at the ESCWA 
meeting noteq, a complete re- 
evaluation of the past decades of 
development experience is under¬ 
way. Old assumptions are being 
questioned, and successful pro¬ 
jects arc being studied closely . The 
result, experts believe, will be 
more effective, cost-efficient, and 
practical solutions to the problems 
of rural areas. ■ 




m Royal messages 
seal by His 

to leaders, of Arab, Marfira, 

and friendly 

cemins the recent josm, 
measures against a raMfejfe fr 
holy etacts J® SS&S&8 
dty or Jerusalem* JlrJStoS 
has learned. ,r>;' d -dx U 

g His Majesty Ihe JKlog 
accepted an official 
to pay a state 
the flrst quarter of 

m Ways of 

Hves fo new 

Aqafaa are cumntfy b&M 
studied. These Incftute pa*s* T 
in*, special legislation thar 
uS give lax fco&tey* >*»4- 
custom exemptions* 

■m The Prime Minfetry W; 
asked the Industrial Devefbp^ 
ment Bank (IDS) to amend; 
Hs law so that it cM sfeteptj 

d ep osits in accordance jwuh 
the banning laws. The:Sri®nJs. 
to diversify the lDB*s finan¬ 
cial resources so that Jt can. 
ptey a larger role in taqti 
industry. FFi 

M Ministry of Trade and 
Industry sources have said 
that-all obstacles preventing , 
private companies .. Bom 
becoming pubHc will be., 
removed so as to allow more;, 
c omp anies. to • expand there: 
capita] base. 

■ Jordan's ambassador. to: 
Washington, Dr . Fayez 
Tarawneh, will bead Jor¬ 
dan's delegation to the meet- - 
lags of the trilateral Jojda- 
nSan-Israeli-American. joint 
committee, which will begin 
in the US capital on Tuesday- 1 
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AMMAN COMPUTER 


GXPO 


From 18-22 Oct. ’93 


AT 


AMMAN INTERNATIONAL MOTOR SHOW HALL 

-AIRPORT ROAD- 

EXPO Hours: 10:00 - 13:00 & 16:00 - 21:00 

Latest Machines, Software, 
Hardware, Accessories, 
Lectures, And a Creative 
Individuals* Booth 

Daily Lottery on Entry Tickets. 

Entry Tickets: Fils 500, Fils 250 For Students 


The Event is Organized by: 

JORDAN COMPUTER SOCIETY 

Tel. 683549 



Parliament installs 
cpmputer network 


~-‘>A 


Continued^firom page 1.. 

computer system are expected to 
speed the daily business of Parlia¬ 
ment and aid the' ministries in the 
implementation of lam. Legisla¬ 
tive history,- demographics, trade 
data, news' articles* floor-testimony 
and parliamentary debate will .be 
retrievable-fri a matter of minutes 
instead of hours-or days.. Slower 


civil sendee exam for Parliamto- f 
tary positions. ...” V- 1 
AJ Zorbi has been in contact ^ 
with parliaments and legislature^ ’’ 
throughout-the world to get input 
about how other parliaments ruri ? ' 
their business.’. Technical assis- ' - 
tance came Front Great Britain.! ; ■ 
Germany, and the United Slates. ■ 


,r» 

courses will beheld fiutn'liarizr:^. 


Legislative -research ^training 


WaccesS, SSy l^slafive ejepeffs, tffe.'OS'W st^^rith t^eahrh tech- : 

i__ a. niniioc itcinn fwivmutAr rprhni'VlrtAu -- 1 *- 1 


hampers members in making 
informed derisions and impedes 
: the ministries' work in formulating 
regulations^roTrapiement the law. . 

The computer department; with 
29 terminals, is; part of a drive fe_~ 
- update and reorganize the adminis-:' 

crationofParliainenL-.c' 

Mr Salah Al Zorbi, Secretary of 
the Pariiament; said he faced resis¬ 
tance to * change botfe from r the 
bureaucracy and from top officials 
in; the regime. The bureaucrats 
where afraid of losing their jobs 
and being replaced by young^new-. 
comeis," lie said. ' 

Jordanian - decision-makers 
asked him if it was worth a tost of 
approximately £400,000 to estab¬ 
lish a computer- network and 
research department. Al ' Zorbi 
answered, "Yes. If we in the Par¬ 
liament are not able to cope with 
the activities of Parliament, this 
will reflect on our activities in 
govemmenL It.ts hoe where poli¬ 
cies, laws, by-laws, and the whole 
country’s activities take place." 

Al Zorin's zeal for an efficient 
Parliament is based on bis convic¬ 
tion about ibe democratic process: 
"Democracy is ' becoming the 
national salvation of fee country." - 

In an effort to' upgrade personnel 
qualifications arid competency, 30 
university graduates aa’d :profes¬ 
sionals-werereaui ted inthefirids 
of political -science; law,' econom¬ 
ics, language, communications and 
computer science 1 to staff the 
research center^.-.’ , ' . 

The selecrioh pSKess was done ' 
by committee interview of die can¬ 
didates, rather than by the former 
method of patronage appointment. 


. niques using computer technology. ( 

• A recent 10-day seminar ws;'- 
. conducted by Joe Pinder, a US'^J 
Gongressional staffer and expert"-’ 
on. coi^ressional committee and - ’ ‘ 
staff^-structures. He spoke about' - ( ; 
hiS: experience with communica- ’/ 

' tion and information flow between 1,1 
confess, staff, and the constituen-'-^ 
ries in the US system. . 

.A staunch advocate,of a bilirt- '** 
guai Parliament, AJ Zotbi is estab- ' ^ 
Hshing a formal, ongoing English 
language training program. "Inter- ,Ki 
preteis are not enough,".says; Af*" 5 ?. 
Zorbi. "English is the international' ; ^. 
language. 'We have had 50 parlia-. 
mentary delegations visit Jordan; L 
. and we intend to send delegations ' * 
(abroad). We (also) need English;;/' 
for-foreign documents." Both the .'./? 
US. and Britain will be contribur 1 d . 
ing to the; language program.’ L/Vj.. 

Construction of a new building J 
adjacent to the current Parliament: ’" 
.is planned to house ISO offices for '!, 
members to meet with constitu-r.';.\ 
ems. The offices will be clustered'' 
in units according to tbeir constiru- ' * 
ency, each unit having its owrt seer J}.‘, 
rotary to/assist the members.' 

• The building will also serve as a' ! !'! 
general meeting .place for visitor*; 
to Pariiament; both fore/gn and * 
Jondaruan. • ~ 

In addition, -!! is planned "that 
there will also be members officer 
in each of.'tiK constituencies dr '!.V 
districts. "Tr should not be nea»- '"j 
sary for .ah (putiyirig) constituent) 
to spend, hii" time ‘and money to . 
come to Ami-nan each time he has 
a problem," said Al Zorbi. "This is '' * 
(also) in qoq 7 ph'ance with the/coh-. r 
cept of / decentralization of 


the /-.v?' 
: " '-ft 

. .....I 


the' Gab-Jerichc accord, and is 
probably " a /.political .statement," 

said Mr Faiez Jaber, the" director 

for Jordan's Royal-Gomritittec for 
Jerusalem Affiurs- 
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Amman - Jordan 


Al Zorbi sees tlnsstep as a_nascent country. 1 ' S' 

- Jordan rejects Israeli ruling 

ContinnedfrompageL , i. ;. >! 

"The 23 SeptoiibCT ruling came V. Accordfia^’id Jaber. thb Prime & 
ordy^ days.after foe a gnmg. of ;. Ministe.r.bascalled on the Minister" 

of Information Ma'an Abu No war,' 
Mmister/ of Religious Affairs, 

Abdtil; Safom AJ Abbadi. Minister v 
.of StatcTor Foreign Affairs, Jawad ' 

, -die peace process^ - Jaber told The ■ opmcnL and"devise a comorehefF- 
5iar, Wfipm the.^-; s & e planto deal with iSET*'^ 

. . iP^. n^L Itopeflilly. we.mB be Jab».toJ<17fe 5 «r to the com- V=* 

- LSf . m^doeshaverhanitebofteSl - 1 ' 

; Jegtt,rahpctu«n<t?aJitoi : fight 3 :: rea^. W .would not 

nr- ^-to^aitsofihecommitte^X- ■:'* 

'• I 992 W ■ a* *foai this idling;;; 

': die intentions of: i'. 

. js^ bCTig fuBtfediy His Majesty thalsra^Ii-government with re«wrf' - 

- King Jiusstari; is under ihe'dmfc- - tq peace,-but-fae reflected the 

‘ w^forthr,prime- iniiiiSr^ 
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\ ■ Tta.S;Cammittee;is'^w^.'iii.. .-^-^.* 1 ^.,. " .. 
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Hoping that IAF wins 25-30 seats in the next elections 

'Democratic values are 
compatible with 
Islam 1 —Faitian 


B In Arabic there is a saying that goes like this: The contents of a 
letter may be known from the address written on its envelope. If the 
avalanche of advertisements in the local press by Lower House can¬ 
didates signifies anything, it is mediocrity. But more than that, the 
message that has reached us so far is'one that centers on clan affili¬ 
ation and support. One can add some carefully-selected spice like 
the usual campaign rhetoric of liberating Palestine, serving the peo¬ 
ple. creating jobs for the unemployed and standing up to corrup¬ 
tion. But those promises are not to be taken seriously, and we doubt 
that they wilL 

There is a dichotomy in the Jordanian social structure that 
becomes even more visible during election time. It has to do with 
shedding the skin of a seemingly civil society, a society of law and 
order, to expose an introverted arid complicated patriarchal social 
network based on tribal lineage and affiliations. If democracy is 
supposed to bring out the best in us, then elections work in the 
reverse. 

Political parties, which will run in the elections for the first since 
the 1950s, do not seem to have a chance of winning anything. And 
those that do win will be depending on tribal support, rather than on 
the followers of the party. Parties with no tribal backing may not 
even contest the elections. 

The one-man-one-vote requirement in the new election law will 
add to the tribal flavor of the 1993 elections. Voters will have to jot 
down the name of only one candidate on their ballots. In most 
cases, it is the next of kin, the relative, the tribe's choice whose 
name will be written down. So far most clans have settled on one 
candidate, bnt others are having difficulty in reconciling their 
ranks. There is a battle raging between traditional clan leaders and 
the younger generation. There is fear of internal splits within a sin¬ 
gle tribe. Perhaps these splits trill become more evident after S' 
November when the winners are known. 

Democracy is supposed to overcome narrow affiliations, reflect¬ 
ing in part the national aspirations of a single nation. In Jordan, our 
democratic experiment is leading us into a direction that we have 
been trying to avoid. In fact, not a single moderating front is availa¬ 
ble today to present itself as an alternative to two dominating 
extremes; tribalism and fundamentalism. 

There will have to be investigations on why the political parties 
of Jordan have failed to capture the national mind. And we will 
have to look deeply into the kind of process that we have created 
which has unleashed the dormant forces of tribalism at the expense 
of our civil society. 

M PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat is proving that one can have his 
cuke and eat it too. While Mr Arafat's opponents were trying to pull 
themselves together in Damascus last week, the freedom fighter- 
cum-statesman was pulling strings to hold the Palestine Central 
Council (PCC) in Tunis one week after his surprise summit with. ■ 
Israeli Prime Minuter.-, i .• : '*• 

Yitzhak' ;..Rabip 
Cairo. He succeeded in 
isolating die-hard 
adversaries within 
Fatah like Mr Hard A1 
Hassan. who was pre 
vented from attending 
the Tunis meetings. In 
fact Mr Arafat was 
quick to name two new 
members to the PCC 
from his backers 
namely Palestine 1 
envoy"tc Jordan. Mr Tayeb Abdel Rahim, and the PLO's ambassa¬ 
dor to Tunisia, Mr Al Hakam Bal'awi. In addition to tightening his 
grip over his own men inside the PCC, Mr Arafat is preparing to 
cushion himself from any external pressures by inviting Palestini¬ 
ans from the Occupied Territories to join the PCC. Fatah's two 
main rivals, the DFLP and the PFLP, who boycotted the Tunis 
^meetings and challenged Mr Arafat from Damascus, may live to 
regret their decision to work from outside the PCC. Their seats will 
soon be filled by Mr Arafat's men from the Occupied Territories. 
Although the PCC was expected to ratify the PLO-Israet agreement 
sinned in Washington last month, the fact that Mr Arafat was able 
io'convene the PCC gives the accord the legitimacy it appeared to 
lack a month ago. Having crossed this important bridge. Mr Arafat 
will now be expecting some rewards from Mr Rabin's government. 
For starters he will urge the Israelis to go ahead and release thou¬ 
sands of jailed Palestinians. The fact that Mr Faisal Husseini and 
Israel's Police Minister Mr Moshe Shahal have agreed on the easing 
up or ihe months-Iong siege of Jerusalem, will boost Mr Arafat s 
popularity among Palestinians. Last but no least is the news about 
an attempt on Mr Arafat's life. It now appears that news of an 
assassination scheme against the Palestinian president was greatly 
exaggerated. In fact according to Ad Dusiour daily, there was no 
attempt to stan with. Bui Mr Arafat's aides quickly cashed m on the 
incident. In a way, the threat against Mr Arafat's life reminded the 
Israelis of how valuable the life of their once-dire enemy is to them. 
Without Mr Arafat there would be no accord and no Gaza-Jencbo 
deal to celebrate. Mr Arafat is proving to be the shrewd statesman 
his aides always said he was. 

f m Amman Manor, Dr Mamdouh Abbadi. deserves our thanks for 
completing thc'univercity tunnel, an underground subway connect- 
inc the two sides of the main highway opposite the Umvereijy of 
Jordan. During the last three years, the highway has claimed the 
lives of three students. Now we hope students 
safely cross from one side to the other. Dr AMWBb abotio be 
thanked for trying to solve the incredibly complicated problem of 
ihe Gama! Abdel Nasser roundabout t Ministry of Interior Circle). 
Under Ms direction, the Greater Amman Munidpality teams have 
been working round the clock to expand and widen ihe mainarier- 
ie> that meet at that important intersection. We hope that these lat¬ 
est measures will put an end to endemic traffic jams dial have been 
3^4 time ihc municipality tried ®1pat* fengt.up U 
Dr Abbadi's recipe proves successful, then can we hope for ms 
speedy intervention to solve the chaotic situation at Abdalt bus and 
service terminal? 

m Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salam Majali may have raised a few 
\tchrows bv calling the Consultative Economic Council to meet 
wth him on Monday. Previous premiers had all promised to 
breathe life into that body of representauves of private and public 
sectors, only later, 
they never followed 
through. In the end. 
ihe council met once 
durine the two terms 
of Shari! Zaid Ben 
Shaker and never 
under Badran’s last 
term. Dr Majali prom¬ 
ises io be different 
But only time will tell. 

Immediately after Dr 

MUlSl promising a moru v iial voIc foMte round! by 

cvnjndins its base. Minister of State for Prime Ministry Aiunre ur 

I Jawad Anam. told JTV that the 

1 summarized and then presented to the cabinet who will then wio 
where the council stands when ihe cabinet tak«« 
words, old attitudes concealed m new vocabulary. 


Dr Ishaq AJ Farhan is Ihe Gen¬ 
eral Secretary of the Islamic 
Action Front, an Islamic party 
formed to contest the elections. 
Born in AI Kareem, Jerusalem, 
his education was to take him to 
the American University of Bei¬ 
rut and Columbia University 
where he obtained his PhD in 
Curriculum Planning. As an 
educationalist, foremost he was 
the Director of Curriculum 
Planning and a full-time Profes¬ 
sor of Education at the Univer¬ 
sity of Yarmouk. Dr Al Farhan 
was a Minister of Education and 
Awqaf several times before 
becoming the head of the IAF. 
He talked to The Star's Dr Mar- 
wain AJ Asmar and Raed AI 
Abed* about his party's chances 
at the coining elections. 

How will the Islamic Action 
Front and the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood coordinate daring the elec¬ 
tion campaign? 

The mother movement in this 
country is the Muslim Brother¬ 
hood, and all other movements are 
more or less either offshoots, sat¬ 
ellites or sub-groups which are 
working in the general framework 
of the major goals of the Is lami c 
movement When Jordan moved 
towards democratization, the Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood thought that the 
best way to work in politics was to 
work through a political party, 
according to the law of the politi¬ 
cal parties. But a new dimension 
is that this political party should 
not be restricted to the Muslim 
Brotherhood, but open to those 
who want to take the Islamic ref¬ 
erence as their reference in [their] 
political action and work...The 
• Islamic Action Front is an inde¬ 
pendent political party registered 
in the Ministry of Interior, it is 
independent financially, adminis¬ 
tratively and organizationally. 
This complicated problem of rela¬ 
tions [may] seem to the outsider 
as perplexing, but to us [it] is very 
simple...The IAF is open for Mus¬ 
lim Brotherhood members and 

. others) who are increasing].., v 

r-v .*.‘What is the size or the IAF 
now? 

...[There are] a few thousand 
now but we hope to have tens of 
thousands at the end of the 
decade. 

How many candidates will 
yon be fielding at the next 
elections ? 

We hope as a rule of thumb to 
have more candidates than the 
Islamic movement had before, but 
'[as to] the exact number only the 
ballot box will answer to that 

But bow many candidates are 
you putting up for the elections? 

We now have 36 can di- 
dates...We had 37, one has with¬ 
drawn by our acceptance, and we 
are left with 36—[Probably] one or 
two might withdraw also, leaving 
us with 35. 

How did you prepare your¬ 
selves for the amendment in the 
election law? 

We are against these amend¬ 
ments, [and we] don't think that 
they are constitutional, but never¬ 
theless the interpretation of law 
and the constitution differs from 
party to party, from [one] individ¬ 
ual to another..... but we consider 
this [one man, one vote] as a step 
backward. I think it has many neg¬ 
ative implications on stressing or 
[cultivating) tribalism, sectarian¬ 
ism and denorainotionalism. 

etc.1 think if it lasts-.-it will 

have a detrimental effect on the 
democratic process. We would 
rather have some [more constitu¬ 
tional] changes to have the coun¬ 
try divided into so many districts 
with [an] equal number of 

scats. If the country was 

divided into 80 districts with 
every district having one seat it 
would be natural for the people to 
just select, the one whom they 
want. 

Will you be still fighting this 
law? 

We are still opposing this law 
but [as] it is a political reality now 
and politics have to deal [with a] 
pragmatic approach and realties; 
we have decided to [participate] in 
the elections under this law. Still 
we oppose this law and we will be 
fighting in the [next] Parliament to 
change this law... 

Why did yon decide in the end 
to run for elections-.? 

We believe that as a political 
party, r unnin g [in] the elections 
for the Parliament is the only way 
and means of dealing with poli¬ 
tics, and I think the normal thing 
is to participate in the elections. 
And, as a principle...we will not 
boycott any sort of elections in the 
democratic march, except if there 
are any extraordinary handicaps or 
causes that we think in an extraor¬ 
dinary situation we might boycott. 
Some views in our parry even 
say that we should boycott. But 
when we discussed this matter 


thoroughly in the various levels of 
our party, 85 percent of our con¬ 
sultative council decided we 
should participate in the elections. 

How will your party fare? 
How many seats will you likely 
win? 

Any number between 25 and 30 
would be satisfactory... We hope 
to win that... 

-.the one man one vote might 
go against you- 

It is against us. and we believe 
that it was designed maybe par¬ 
tially to be against us, but we 
think we have a [counter] tactic to 
overcome the difficulties. 

You have threatened to take 
the government to court, as a 
result of the amendment of the 
election law which you consider 
unconstitutional. 

It is unconstitutional, but maybe 
the court will decide it will be 
constitutional, so it is not a case 
which we guarantee we can win. 
So although we threatened to take 
this to the court, after discussions 
with the political groups that 
decided to participate in the com¬ 
ing elections, we think that the 



Al Farhan 

political means to amend the law 
through Parliament would be more 
practical, rather than taking them 
to court. But nevertheless, if the 
committee of lawyers who were 
studying this matter [had] decided 
that from a legal point of view 
they can win the case, we would 
have supponed them, but until 
now they are hesitant about that. 

How do you see the composi¬ 
tion of the next Lower House? 

Well, it is a difficult question...! 
am sure of our [Islamic] block, 
Inshallah. 1 Lhink the other parties 
in general will have few to repre¬ 
sent them, as members of the 
political parties will not have more 
than three members in the [next] 
Parliament. ! bet. If two or three 
parties will be united the)' might 
gel two or three members; if five 
parties united they they will have 
seven members. Let us say there 
are twenty political parties now. I 
don't think that [as political par¬ 
ties] they will have more than 
twenty members...and the rest will 
be persons who succeed on their 
personal merits or through their 
tribes or big families. 

Would that be a problem for 
the next government? 

I think it will not be a problem 
for the next government, but it 
will be a problem maybe for 
democracy itself, not to be geared 
to the interests of small groups, or 
certain families or tribes. But Par¬ 
liament as ~we see it. should be 
geared to the big national prob¬ 
lems. and Arab problems and the 
Palestinian case, and (he big goals 
of the nation, rather than the small 
local services. 

For the past two weeks, party- 
opinion was split between those 
who favor November elections 
and those who wanted to put the 
elections off. What position did 
the IAF take and why? 

We always were with holding 
the elections [on] time, in spite, of 
all the causes of our nation, 
because we think that the country 
should not be void of Parliament, 
and the Parliament should not be 
absent from the political scene [in] 
any circumstances.... and postpon¬ 
ing the elections will barm democ¬ 
racy very much, and also will give 
a sign that the country is not so 
stable or not so consolidated 
regarding its national unity... So 
holding the elections on time 
helped the democratic process*.. 
helped in giving credit to Jordan 
as a sample for democracy in the 
Arab world*.. It was a wise step... 


Is Islam in your view compati¬ 
ble with parliamentary 


democracy? 

I think democracy is a term, and 
Shura is an Islamic term. If one 
looks ideologically at democracy 
as 3 Western system, then you 
have to take it or leave it. [taking] 
it all as a system of life. Then I 

think it is not compatible with 
Islam. But if you [takej democ¬ 
racy in terms of the essential val¬ 
ues regarding the consultation of 
people, die sharing and the partici¬ 
pation of people in the decisions 
that affect their lives and having 
equal opportunities, having a state 
of law. having justice— etc.. I 
think ail of these principles in 
effect are compatible with Islam. 
So we don't stress much rite term 
democracy but we have to stick 
with the essence of iL And hence 
we always say Shura and democ¬ 
racy. in order to see democratic 
values under the umbrella or in 
compatibility with Islam, rather 
than to give Lhe a notion that we 
lake democracy no matter how it 
affects our life.... We try to make 
our Jordanian version of 
democracy. 

What are your policies on the 
economy? 

[Our] principle of procedure is 
— -! to go into eco¬ 

nomics, educa¬ 
tion and social 
change gradu¬ 
ally, not sud¬ 
denly. and uy to 
have as our goal 
the Islamic ide¬ 
ology. and the 
Islamic view of 
viewing things, 
including eco¬ 
nomics. But we 
have to stand on 
the realties of 
life and begin 
from where we 
are, and not to 
[hold onto] the 
steps towards 
Islamization of 
economics or 
other domains. 
So we will deal 
with the present 
system of eco¬ 
nomics, but we 

- will try to 

improve and 
change as much 
as we can in the 
direction of the Islamic economy. 

What would you do about 
unemployment? 

We will have many items in our 
program regarding more privatiza¬ 
tion of the economy which will 
incorporate or will contribute 
towaids a solution of unemploy¬ 
ment, because we don't believe 
unemployment will be solved 
through governmental positions or 
opportunities of employment. This 
will only flatten and complicate 
the problem.We believe in activat¬ 
ing the private sector and distrib¬ 
uting the unused land or any land 
to planL We believe in more 
exploitation of agricultural experts 
and economical minds, and skill¬ 
ful hands to give them opportunity 
for doing small projects even, ... 
and this will help in solving 
unemployment. 

What is you position on the 
PLO-Israeli agreement? 

We are against that. 

Is Gaza-Jericho likely to be 
the be g i nning of a comprehen¬ 
sive peace settlement? 

I think it might be the first and 
last step in the peace process, 
because the Israelis are so crooked 
and unwilling to give any author¬ 
ity [to] the Palestinians. They 
accepted this [Gaza-Jericbo] to 
solve their problems, and they am 
solving the political problems m 
an economic way. - Israel is trying 
to create what they call the Middle 
East region instead of the Arab 
nation, and I think they will be the 
Trojan horse towards Jordan and 
the Arab world, rather than solv¬ 
ing the problems of the Palestini¬ 
ans. This Gaza-Jericho agreement 
has given the Israelis all the right 
to be justified there in Palestine; 
the agreement denied the return of 
two to three million Palestinians 
who were driven out from their 
country in 1948; the agreement 
didn't confess publicly Jerusalem; 
it didn't confess the authority over 
the land; it didn't discuss Israeli 
senlements, except municipality 
affairs and the Palestinian police 
affairs regarding Arab security 

(not Israeli security). so they 

have taken everything. 

What does Gaza-Jericho 
means to Jordan? 

Maybe Jordan will have a sort 
of psychological satisfaction in 
terms of the Israelis to mind their 
own problems politically, but the 
Israelis will be so keen to form the 
bigger Israel in another shape in 
terms of the economy, in terms of 
the indoctrination of their ideas, in 
terms of the pollution of their 


thoughts in the Arab world.... this 
will be more dangerous than the 


Jordan will sign an agreement 
with IsraeL what will be your 
position? 

We [refused to acknowledge] 
the Jordan signature on the agenda 
between them and the Israelis, and 
warned all the Arab governments, 
including Jordan, not to sign a 
peace treaty and not to end the 
economic boycott against Israel 
before seeing solid steps [takenl 
before them- I think the Israelis 
will be so keen to end the Arab 
boycott against them and to have 
the peace treary signed before the 
Palestinian cause is solved, [that] 
this will be catastrophic to all the 
Arab world, and the end of the 
Arab world. 

What are going to do if this 
agreement is signed? 

We are a political party after all. 
We don't have [any] ocher means 
[other] than political means and 
democratic means to oppose [it], I 
think political opposition is legiti¬ 
mate and it should be respected, 
and if it is not respected then 
democracy is over. 

Is there any chance for coali¬ 
tion between you and any other 
parties to oppose this 
agreement? 

We are open to [form a coali¬ 
tion] with any party, leftist or 
rightist, against die peace treaty 
with Israel. 

But, if you find yourself with a 
peace treaty with Israel, you will 
have to deal with iL What wfll 
you do? 

We as people and public I think 
have the [perseverance] to deal 
with our people as a nation, to tell 
them not break this psychological 
barrier with the Israelis. They will 
still be our enemies no matter what 
treaties are signed. The nation one 
day will not forget its rights, and 
our so ns or grandsons will come 
agaUTShainseJ again to liberate 
Palestine. 

How do yon now feel about 
the concept of Jihad at this 
stage? 

The concept of Jihad is our 
creed and the Islamic ideology will 
last until the day of doom; Jihad 
against those who usurp any inch 
of our country... Any resistance 
against the Israeli occupation to 
our country will be legitimate and 
it is not terrorism, it is Jihad. 

flow would you evaluate the 
last Parliament? 

i think the last Parliament in my 
view was the best Parliament 
which has ever come during the 
last four or five decades in this 
country, on the level of achieve¬ 
ment, ... but the expectation of 
people was so high... So no matter 
how much the previous Parliament 
in the 11th session has contributed, 
the people saw it [as] below their 
expectations. But objectively 
speaking. I think this Parliament 
[has achieved] much in terms of 
the major functions of the Parlia¬ 
ment; namely, legislation and 
observing the performance of the 
government... ■ 


Business Chronicle 


Edited by Bilal Hijjawi 

1 Brother citizen the telephone number has 
changed' 

■ la France, subscibers to Mini tel, the French telephone com¬ 
pany, use their telephone lines to directly access an electronic 
telephone directory' via modem and go through its pages of data. 
They also get airline schedules, stock quotes, weather info, mer¬ 
chandise prices, reserve theatre tickets or a table at a restuar- 
ant, shop and a multitude of other conveniences. In Jordan, yon 
can almost get nothing. 

Jordanians have long talked about Jordan becoming another 
Hong Kong. But in reality, few significant steps have material¬ 
ized in that direction. For starters, the availability of informa¬ 
tion to the public has not seen any serious developments, at least 
m recent times. If, for instance, one has missed the advertise- 
ment announcing the new telephone numbers of the Jordan 1 
Phosphate Mines Company (JPMCJ this week, he would need a 
great deal or effort to access them again. What one gets upon 
calling any invalid telephone number is a rather irritant female 
voice: "Brother citizen, the number you have called has been j 
changed,” and that's iL no news of Ihe changed telephone num- 
ber. This is the image of a country over a simple telephone fine, 
and it is the simple public service any investor would expect in 
return for his investment How sad such an encounter is, and 
what a shame that we still cannot manage such an insignificant 
piece of data. What happened to convenience? Would extending 
the message to include new telephone numbers be a major infra¬ 
structural investment? 

Calling the telephone operator at 121 to get the numbers 
would set an agonizing attempt in motion, as many must have 
experienced in their rutile attempts to get connected with the op¬ 
erator. One might need to go to JPMC's headquarters to get the 
sought after numbers! 

Do we really believe that any sane investor will favor Jordan 
over Dubai or even Kuwait for his investment purposes? What 
makes and breaks a business in the real world? Is it good roads 
■ ant ^ decent ports of entry? Perhaps, bnt an investor's ultimate 
preconditions are easy communications and current informa¬ 
tion availability, the most important assets in business today. If 
we don't adhere to this, we should not even consider Jordan an 
attractive business center. 

AD that is needed is a dedicated department and a dili gent 
staff, which Jordan boasts as a mgjor national resource. Of 
course, the private sector is also to blame. Chi many occasions, 
numbers and names are spelled wrong in business and tourism 
directories. On one occasion, a resident In Jabal Amman com¬ 
plained to The Star that for the last 4 years, an average of 6 
a day were made to his house by people asking for a minister . 
"Eventually I was connecting my telephone only to call out." the 
man said. He said after four years, most directories changed the 
telephone number, but only "after I told them to do so over and 
over again." Ob, speak of the missing national telephone direc¬ 
tory! No one is asking for an updated monthly directory, an an¬ 
nual one will do—just not every five years. 

Foreign debt speculation! 

■ A Government source communicated to The Star that the 
burden of debt, which is now at 143 percent of the Kingdom's 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), stands to be reduced to 98 per¬ 
cent by 1997. This is in spite of the projection that Jordan's esti- 

| mated $6.8 billion debt is expected to climb up to $7.7 billion by 
1997. The source also said that the defeat in the balance of pay¬ 
ments will drop from JD 33I m illion to JD89 million by. 1997. 
—Theprojections werenorfESW on the indicators that.the.maj'or 
creditor nations are planning to reduce some of Jordan's debL 
But a source at the Central Bank of Jordan said that such pro¬ 
jections are but mere speculations and at best are unfounded. 
"Any researcher could play with the statistics available to the 
public on the economy and come up with his own projections," 
the official said. He said that any projections in light of all lhe 
current and fast changes in the region add up to nothing. The 
recent hype after President Clinton's mention of debt relief to 
Jordan has triggered much speculation among many in Jordan, 
even among institutions. 

A new man at JPMC! 

■ Mr Sameh Madani, has joined the Phosphates Mines Co. 
(JMPO as the general director of the Government-owned firm. 

His arrival comes as the JMPC signed a $119 million deal with 
companies from India and France to establish the Eshidiya 
phospheric add plant which wifi process Jordanian rock phos¬ 
phates. The new company is expected to sell an of Its production 
to India. 

Under its oatgoing General Director. Mr Thabit AI Taher, 
JMPC had to manuever through the abrupt loss of mar ke rs in 
the old Socialist Bloc. The march towards a free market econo¬ 
my in these countries has subsequently caused the agricultural 
sector to shrink, poshing down imports of phosphates from Jor¬ 
dan substantially. Jordan's markets in Western Europe have 
also experienced a downturn as a result of pressures from envi¬ 
ronmental groups there to dose down factories producing fertil¬ 
isers from phosphates. JPMC's recent joint venture in the Eshi¬ 
diya is the outcome of the company's strategy to penetrate 
markets in Eastern Asia. Other projects are expected as some 
countries have expressed interest in joint ventures with Jordan 
in this field. 


Underthe Patronage of His Royal Highness 

Prince Hassan Bin Talal 


The Jordan International 
Trade Fair 


;tr 


will be held 

from 17 to 22 October 1993 
At the Amman International Fair grounds 
Marj Al Hamam 


Organized'by Hikmat International Tel: 676702 Fax: 692491 


i 



























4THE STAR 




Sharing a common destiny 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein has chosen a critical time in the lives of Jordanians and 
all Arabs to deliver a comprehensive speech that illuminates our path in the coming 
phase and reminds us of the fundamentals that have been Jordan's guiding light during 
the past four decades. 

Tuesday's televised address, coming only two days before the official beginning of 
the 1993 election campaign, helps us better understand the current issues we face to¬ 
day. We embark on the election trail with confidence and renewed vigour. 

Leaving behind the short period of confusion that followed the fast-moving political 
developments along the Palestinian-Israeli track, we are now confident that we as Jor¬ 
danians, whatever our origins and creed, have a common destiny that we must build to¬ 
gether . 

Jordan and Palestine have had much common ground together and will continue to 
share a special relationship. It was Jordan's fate to be the womb that welcomed thou¬ 
sands of Palestinians who were unjustly driven away from their homes in Palestine in 
1948 and 1967. They came to Jordan, which did not hesitate to offer shelter and shared 
with them the little it had to offer. That was the turning point in both people's histoiy. 
Jordan found itself on the receiving end once again in 1991 following the Gulf War 
when more than 100,000 Palestinians took refuge in Jordan after they were kicked out 
of Kuwait. Again, Jordanians welcomed their brothers and sisters and offered them 
shelter and security. 

But it was more than bread and a roof over their heads that Jordan offered to Pales¬ 
tinian refugees. While safeguarding their natural right to return to their homeland, Jor¬ 
dan treated the newcomers as citizens with frill political rights. For that, it did not ask. 
for anything in return. 

During the last four decades, Jordan has not wasted any opportunities to defend the 
rights of all Palestinians to return to their homeland. Its political stand was deeply en¬ 
trenched in the legal foundations of UN resolutions: that the Occupied Territories must 
be returned by Israel and that Palestinians must be free to decide their own future. 

Therefore, no one can accuse Jordan or the Hashemite leadership of sacrificing an 
inch of Palestinian territory. It is this basic belief in the right of Palestinians to live as a 
nation that Jordan has always fought to preserve and perpetuate. 

Today we arrive at a crossroads. The Palestinians, who have been afforded the Ma¬ 
drid umbrella by Jordan, are now negotiating with their occupiers and are about to em¬ 
bark on a plan that will see the end of Israeli occupation of their land. No-.onetpels. 
more elated than do Jordanians. - - • • s - 

King Hussein was careful to outline that the unique relationship between Jordanians 
and Palestinians will not end or be altered with the latest developments. Jordan will 
continue to build its democratic process, and will keep its arms open wide for all Pales¬ 
tinians living on its land as it has always has. In the end it will be up to the two peoples 
on the two banks of the River Jordan to cement this relationship even further in the 
way they see fit. ■ 
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By Khairi Jaobek 

THE STRIKING contrast between 
Yeltsin, who stood on the turret of 
a tank urging the Russian people 
to defend Russian democracy and 
its 1 symbol, the Russian parlia¬ 
ment (White House) in ihe failed 
coup attempt of Yanayev and his 
co-conspirators, and Yeltsin the 
president who destroyed parlia¬ 
ment, is glaring. It represents a 
contrast between Yeltsin the dem¬ 
ocrat without portfolio, searching 
for a role in the chaos of his coun¬ 
try, and Yeltsin the self-seeking 
dictator attempting to bring order 
to Russia in a manner worthy of 
the dictators of the lands of 
underdevelopment. 

The recent violence in Moscow, 
has been compared by Dr Ghassan 
Al Jiindi, Professor of Interna¬ 
tional Law at the University of 
Jordan, to that of the Paris Com¬ 
mune of 1871 just after the 
Franco-Prussian war. Such a com¬ 
parison however, is a total failure 
in terms of scope and popular sup¬ 
port. The Paris Commune com¬ 
manded the support of almost all 
sectors of the population of Paris. 

To compare such a situation 
with the by-standing and apathetic 
populace of Moscow, apart from 
the very few segments of the ideo¬ 
logically motivated citizens, is 
both an undermining statement of 
a great historical event, and an 
overblowing of the importance 
and scope of the latest eruption of 
violence. 

The comparison with the Span¬ 
ish Civil War of 1936 is also a his¬ 
torical fallacy for the fact that all 
the world's ideologies had found a 
location for the dress rehearsal of 
the Second World War. As for the 
war in Abkhazia, ''a struggle for 
national self-determination and 
the method in which this has been 
achieved, is not comparable to 
militaiy units surrounding a few 
defenders of a parliament 

What actually took place in 
Moscow, is far simpler and more 
mundane than the highly charged 
and intellectually orientated analy¬ 
sis of our influential academic. In 
the same revolutionary tradition, if 
one could call Gorbachev's Peres¬ 
troika, revolutionary, this kind of 
revolution has also devoured its 
favourite sons. Almost all tire lead¬ 
ers involved in the recent bloody 


Yeltsin: 


events were at one point or 
another the misted lieutenants of 
Gorbachev himself. After Gorba¬ 
chev was purged first, albeit in 
terms of his resignation, Yeltsin 
managed to purge all the potential 
and actual challengers of his 
leadership. 

Almost to a man. yesterday's 
allies and today's combatants have 
been members of the communist 
party, and well experienced in the 
machinations of communist poli¬ 
tics. and the issue of purges is as 
old as the communist party itself. 
Although the veneer of democ¬ 
racy has been maintained during 
the Yeltsin night of the long 
knives, the methods used have 
been a leaf taken from the book of 
totalitarian politics. The only dif¬ 
ference between the Yanayev 
coup attempt and Yeltsin’s, is the 
fact that the latter had enough 
courage and backing from the 
West to take action. A classic case 
of a third world dictator (with 
nuclear weapons) attacking the 
vestiges of democracy, occurred 
in front of the Russian people’s 



apathetic eyes, as well as the eyes--: 
of the whole indifferent world. . . 

But what is it that . Yeltsin ha& 
actually achieved? Primarily, he • 
has . demolished the platform-Of 
legal democratic opposition and. 
left the country 
without any voice 
but bis own. The 
constitutional 
restraints which 
could serve at 
times as guide¬ 
lines for the presi¬ 
dential actions m 
the absence of the 
normal channels 
of legal opposi¬ 
tion, are still non¬ 
existent in the 
Russia of Mr Yelt¬ 
sin. As a demo¬ 
cratic president he 
still rules under 
the constitution 
left over from the 
communist days, 
the constitution 
commonly known 
as the Brezbenev 
constitution, which is neither com- 
patible.witii the political vision he 
espouses, nor with the economic 
reforms he intends to pursue. 
Therefore his first priority would 
be to change the constitution and 
shape it in his own image without 
needing the appro ,r al of an elected 
parliament Undoubtedly it will be 
called the Yeltsin Constitution; but 
unlike the previous ones, it looks 
like it will Ik established without- 


even the rubber scamp of a puppet 

parliament, which .even Stalin 
needed, to pass Ws own 
constitution. • '• . . j 

The mention of constitutional 
reforms in Russia will inevitably 



lead to trouble in the 80 odd 
regions and autonomous areas. 
From the Far East, Bashkeria, the 
Urals, all the way to the Caucasus, 
a relationship of extortion has, 
been set between the periphery 
and the centre; If Yeltsin even 
attempts to alter the balance now 
with his recent appointments of 
regional governors,-in .the- very- 
near future be will have -more than 
a few defenders of parliament to 
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contend with, atrf: 1 

tiavc to handle more 
tinned cunfH<3 in 

^conoiriically.:ijitl 

deliver the goods. The Western 
concessions and Joans are ctearty- 
insufficient to develop the. requited 
medium in which a free entefprfce 
environment could bunch rise# 

and .-survive by its -• 

The drive for privanzawivawr t®, 
selling of the fwbhcl^dw«ed.ei)^- ; 

. prises have nridwr genc^aikKP^hjj ; ‘ 
desired indigenous capital s^emnn.w, - 

lation, nor promoted t he ; . 

Western capital : : 

result til iMW. hasbee^rttnp^r j 
corruption- and > uncofiterffehte, * 

. stagflation. So kmf ,«• tfcff ; . 

• oomic issues remain / ; ; 

Mr Yeltsin wi ll be pcrattneafl£»V£. j 
ting on a powder keg. -' j' 

-The tax of loyalty ; * 

exacted also' by the. irtiB*#j ■ 

(heir support m tbc crtis&ag- o^ ; - 
parliament. Individual loyaky oft J ' 
t he generals and of the ttuHtstyt ! ; 
will have to be ^ 

• what terms and to wJun^ewepisr i • 

Has Slr YtiW* 
become it hpsjagg* 
of the only machinal ! • 
ery be can rel^c i 
upon _in_ times of; : 
trouble? — Sochi 
questions J'-canndt-i ;; 
be answered j 

ently. but ywftpi ; 
become : nkritfi . \ 
apparent ... . .onff€^ !.“. 
Yeltsin decides t6*j . 
dismantle the min-. ; 
tary-industrial-: 1 . 

complex, and sell H^ I ’ 
to the highest bidA 
der, or whertthe^ 
generals start mak- j 
ing demands on. '• 
the president t&\ ! 
restore the pride. | - 
and traditions i. 
the Russian mfl£. ' 
tary by efcteFJ 
resorting to military adventure* jfr 
the region, or for the protection of 
the Russian minorities existing 
the independent republics. For iu Q 
these reasons', the re-definition of,; 
democracy by Mr Yeltsin remafra* 

<to be, on balance, a peaceo^ L 
Hobbs' Levaihian. ■ 

_ ’ 

Dr Janbek ts the editor of the 
Middle East Beat, ' ~ 
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Anti-Defamation League in the US: 

Nationwide spy network? 


ot.’ 


• By Abdeen Jabar»' *= - 

FOR DECADES, the Anti- 
Defamation League(ADL) of the 
B’nui B’rith has run a private 
nationwide spy network—a sys¬ 
tematic, long-term, professionally 
organized political espionage 
operation complete with inform¬ 
ers, infiltrators, money laundering, 
code names, phone tapping, and 
secret meetings. While it is not 
unusual for private political 
groups to gather information, 
ADL spying is different. It is not 
only the scale which sets it 
apart—files on 950 organization 
and nearly 10,000 individuals— 
but the focus. The ADL spied on 
groups which opposed its stated 
goals as well those which sup¬ 
ported its principles. More disturb¬ 
ing, however, is the League's col¬ 
laboration with US federal. ar.d 
foreign intelligence gathering enti¬ 
ties. This sharing of confidential 
information and resources is not 
only illegal, but a violation of trust 
and a threat to civil liberties. 

The ADL has won a long¬ 
standing public reputation as an 
opponent of anti-Semitism, 
defender of minority rights, and 
promoter of racial justice. In Janu¬ 
ary 1993. a less benign dimension 
of ADL. surfaced. San Francisco 
newspapers broke the story of 24- 
year police officer Tom Gerard, 
who kept computerized files on 
thousands of Arab-Americans, 36 
Arab organizations. 33 anti- 
apartheid organizations, 412 
"pinko” organizations, 349 right- 
wing organizations, and 35 skin¬ 
head groups. 

. Gerard worked closely with Roy 
Bullock, a full-time, salaried 
undercover investigator for ADL 
for the past 32 years. Bullock's 
records were even more extensive 
than Gerard’s,- with files on 77 - 
Arab organizations, 647 "pinko" 
and anti-apartheid organizations, 
612 right-wring organizations and 
27 skinhead groups. 

The spy network to which Ger¬ 
ard. and Bullock belonged is head¬ 
quartered in the ADL New York 
office under ADL director of 
"fact-finding" Irwin Suall, and his 
deputy Thomas Halpem. As the 
League's chief West Coast under¬ 
cover operative, Bullock main¬ 
tained numerous contacts with law 
enforcement and federal officials, 
recruited informers, and worked 
with ADL operatives in other 
cities. 

The ADL, which has a S34 mil¬ 
lion annual budget, has openly 
acknowledged compiling files on 
"extremist hate groups" and sup- . 
plying reports on them to law j 
enforcement agencies and on 
Arab-A men can groups and 
individuals. 

Bullock's and Gerard's files, 
however, revealed massive ADL 
operations directed not only 
against right-wing extremists and 
anti-Semitic groups, but also hun¬ 
dreds of mainstream and progres¬ 
sive groups. Included among the 


- minority, -anti-apartheid,' -ethnic, 
peace, religious, human rights, 
and other organizations and indi¬ 
viduals—many of which ADL 
should have regarded as allies in 
the struggle against racism and 
bigotry—were the American Civil 
Liberties Union (ACLU). National 
Lawyers Guild, NAACP, Rain¬ 
bow Coalition, Greenpeace, 
Mother Jones, Jews for Jesus. 
Americans for Peace Now, Irish 
Northern Aid. Asian Law Caucus, 
ACT UP, United Auto Workers, 
the board of directors of public tel¬ 
evision station KQED, the Depart¬ 
ment of Black Studies at San 
Francisco State University. Los- 
Angeles Times South Africa corre¬ 
spondent Scon Kraft, Rep. Nancy 
Pelosi fD-Cal), House Armed Ser¬ 
vices Committee Chair Rep. Ron 
Dellums (D-Cal), and former Rep¬ 
resentative Pete McCloskey. 

Also named in the files were 


O Cold War struggle between the 
US and the Soviet Union; and the 
creation in 1948 of anjndependent 
Jewish state dependent on West¬ 
ern, especially US. support As 
early as 1947 the ADL took part in 
repression of leftists in the US. 

The founding of the State of 
Israel and, even more so, the 1967’ 
Middle East War, changed ADL's 
view of its mission. Prior to World 
War n, the League focused on' 
domestic issues and "historically 
distanced itself from the issues of 
Israel and Zionism." Until 1967, it 
supported Israel without making 
that country central to ADL pol¬ 
icy. Then. ADL . philosophy 
became: "Anti-Zionism equals 
anti-Semitism." i.e„ "criticism of 
Israel reflects insensitivity to 
American Jews and constitutes a 
form of anti-Semitism." 

This change in mission 


The Anti-Defamation League of the B’nai 
B'rith has run a private nationwide spy 
network—a systematic, long-term, 
professionally organized political espionage 
operation complete with informers, 
infiltrators, money laundering, code names, 
phone tapping, and secret-meetings. : 


and dissemination of blacklist, ritories haVe launched a elite*,, 
enemy, lists!* or surveys that tali' action charging Gerard, BullodbY 
for boycotting . individuals or and. the ADL with.violating'Catfy;- 
intimidating scholars. - Jeffrey: Tornia laws by collecting and dH-^ 
Ross, the League’s National Diirec- semiriatihg confidential ^ 

tor ofCampus Affahs, c&Uedttie -information. 

list "an: unfortunate,, incident that Arab-American groups ari^j 
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Ject and dSssemiruKe information to bring art investigation into these^ 
on anti-Semitic arKi anti-Zionist activities. Hundreds of individual^.;,, 
activities. ' • ; have sent in requests for their ffle^ 

More worrisome to Arab- Many more around the country : jire.,i 
Americans was the revelation in trying to determine if their 
tiie 1970s that ADL was collecting police department exchangp^ 
data On Arab-American political' information with the ADL ort .i 

activity and providing it to the'FBI Arab-Americans . in thei^- 

on a regular basis. Moreover, - communities. .A 

according to a former high Israeli Never before has the close: col#} 
intelligence official,. the US and laboration of a private political spy-i 
Israel regularly traded iitforrtation network with regular law enforce^- 
on Arabs, Including US citizens ment officials been exposed, to;c# 
InringmtheUS. . . such, a degree. The implicatiqflisirj 

This collaboration continues and are enormous. .Many individual#;/ 
has resulted in and organizations gave suwott tar A 
a DL- and what it purported .toy? 
„ v-SLw, :. stand for. combating racism -siittrf 

Z Jj TttH . .*■"^S en *? n * , iSi religious hatred and sensitizingin 

•' "'{zr-xS* 0 - Americans to discriminatkmirw 

l€ Spy / . These same groups now find iforf 

‘ - -^ a £21 < 5 *ey ^ targets of ADL spying.* 
TWj - and that.by supporting ADL, they.* 

nrnn/von were, in effect, supporting secretTi’ 

plOTUlg€. ■ • surveiUance on themselves anefci? 

Prv and one Ken- dama 8ed the hopes for a broad?- 

BrSy -: -• V based - civil rights coalition -andgj 

names, ^* &. 


thousands of Arab-Americans, 
many who fear their names were 
passed on to Israeli intelligence 
agencies, potentially placing them 
in clanger. ADL has frequent and 
close contact with Israeli officials, 
and despite .repeated denials, has 
been linked to them. Already, one 
Arab-American, a US citizen 
included in Bullock's computer 
files, has been arrested by Israeli 
authorities when he returned to 
the Occupied Territories. 

This was contrary to ADL's 
original principles. The League's 
1913 charter was to oppose "the 
defamation of the Jewish People" 
and asserted that "its ultimate pur¬ 
pose is to secure justice and fair 
treatment to all citizens alike." 
Over the years, the League won 
resnea for its dvil rights stance 
ana apposition . to racist 
segregation. 

From its very inception ADL 
sought acceptance by. and alliance 
with, those in power.. It regarded' 
. ? good working relationships” with 
the law enforcement community 
as pivotal. Toward this end, ADL 
has openly participated in semi¬ 
nars and informational programs 
and worked cooperatively with 
federal, regional, state, and local 
law enforcement officials. That 
close relationship facilitated Ger- 
ard's and Bullock's crimes: 

External factors also precipi¬ 
tated ADL's violation of its origi- 


spafked internal opposition. Previ¬ 
ously. Saul E Jones,!: (an ADL 
operative for 25 years), said the 
organization has become an inter¬ 
national organization engaged in 
international politics' and, more 
often than not. does^he bidding of 
the government of Israel. - 

As part of its goal of promot¬ 
ing Israeli interests, the ADL;has 
long sought do undermine support 
in the US for Palestinian and Arab 
righti It has ..labelled!'. Arab- 
American and* pro-American-and 
pro-Arab groups as either • a 
’’mouthpiece of the PLO” or in the; 
pay of petro-dollar govemracrics. 
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arrested' arS National Director Abraham FOx-f* 
• - charged with JJian ^ 0,3 a damage conteol^ 

violating -tbe “McCarran-Walter ' “ W - e f 00851 me ? a otBetf*. 
provision of the bmtigradon and ' - ^ : Jewi T sh 1 ^P r g aiuzadons ; 
Nationality Act or other technical ? nt ^ nce ^ ADL cnocs as . 
violations. cd -^ their inuriigratibh Semitic, undemocratic,^and 
starns. White,this icase generared a -V Am ^ r,can — bastards. Jn light^oS^! 
considerable amount of media crit- :: cons ^ ej ? t . "• r stonewalling _ 
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political purposes. • very . little ■ f 3 ®"/ Md itathnghily its wrong&RS 
appeared about the ADLs role in r^^ ^^hftne future informatic^^ 
thecase. V-i.-.. i !'. . . ygauiering to legitimate areas/ 
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is, simply, sjpqtligbu.ADL’s welK : 

e^ablished pattern of information j - Whar ms required- thtti-iSrif !' 
gathering!-. This, case ..rirovid^’. teb^ it-out and .or^nized^pj^',. 
indlspritttele. evidence of ADtii'l offenders on rirtftd# 1 ' 

inappropriate tdaticffBvwith rofff-' ,Tl».abuacs of private/public poHtirr 
dal;intfelEigcm* arid police : , <^-survdltence will riot be toler- ’ 
oigringntiortV ! .. : .. JhJs effort is a challenge tfcahv 

T 'TbfeSariiFraotisco revelations - Arat^AiriiNldute; ^ rgpfiji* 

have gklvamzcd public • outrage., apartheid actjvists, and' progres- 
Many iwfivirfials and^groiips art' ' sives. Irls also a challenge Yof.^ 
tfenrandkig tihej release .of alUiIes those ADL rocmbcra and support-_Y 




gathering;.. This, casc.-provicto 
indisputable evidence of ADL’s 
inappropriate: iclatiqrisjwith offf-‘ 
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Middle East Beat 

by Khairi Janbek 


, By Allan Thompson 

ELECTIONS lo a Palestin¬ 
ian self-governing authority in the 
Gwa Strip and West Bank only 
mbpths away, there is intense 
; im«parionaI pressure to get eco- 
rointyc development underway. 
Trjar way there will be some tangi- 
' bjb benefits to encourage residents 
or the Occupied Territories to 
throw their support behind the 
fragile peace accord. 

.IS aid Rick Ward, director- 
JSrfncral for the Middle East and 
. North Africa with the Canadian 
International Development 
Agency: "People have to see some 
pbsitive impact of the peace 
accord, failing which the elections 
torbe held in nine months will be 
vpry difficult for those promoting 
. iflb peace deal." 

rAlready, two key studies—one 
by.-the World Bank and the other 
fro™ a group of economists co¬ 
ordinated by Harvard Universi¬ 
ty?—have put forward strategies 
for economic transition in a Pales- . 
lipian entity. The Palestine Libera¬ 
tion Organisation (PLO), through 
dip technical committees that will 
cijolve into government minis¬ 
tries. has also presented a $12 bil- 
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rpoth the World Bank and Har¬ 
vard studies call for creation of a 
trade zone between Israel and 
the -Palestinians, to be extended 
soon to Jordan and later to other 
Arab neighbors. 

"Says the World Bank report. 
Developing the Occupied Terrilo- 
Ji,n i nvestmenl in Peace-. 
'“Jjje economies of the Occupied 
Territories and Israel are bound to 
- be .inextricably inter-women for 
tree foreseeable future." 

•/The report says promoting 
regional networks in electricity, 
transport. telecommunications,, 
. petroleum and gas pipelines and! 
wbieir would offer other opportune-] 
tics ‘ for strengthening! 
interdependence. 


The Harvard study. Securing 
Peace in the Middle East: Project 
on Economic Transition, calls for 
creation of a new regional bank, 
the Middle Eastern Bank for Co¬ 
operation and Development, to 
support regional projects between 
the Jordanian. Israeli and Palestin¬ 
ian economies. 

The report, written by Palestin¬ 
ian, Jordanian and Israeli econo¬ 
mists at Harvard’s Institute for 
Social and Economic Policy in the 
Middle East, recommends that 
100,000 Palestinian workers 
barred from Israel be allowed to 
return to' their jobs, and that Israel 
open its markets to competitive 
Palestinian agricultural goods. 

A top priority—regardless of 
which economic blueprint is 
adopted—will be helping to co- 
ordinare development efforts 
between evolving Palestinian 
"ministries" and the existing net¬ 
work of non-government organi¬ 
sations fNGOs) that have been 
active in the Occupied Territories 
for over two decades. 

There are already early-warning 
signs of potential tensions 
between the evolving ministries— 
dominated by Yasser Arafat's 
Fatah branch of the PLO—and 


social welfare agencies backed 
by other political factions. 

Each of the four major PLO fac¬ 
tions in the West Bank and 
Gaza— Fatah, the Popular Front, 
the Democratic Front and the Peo¬ 
ple's Party—has worked to create 
its own network of medical com¬ 
mittees. health clinics, student 
groups, labor unions and women's 
committees. The Islamic group 
Hamas has done the same. But the 
central planning of the transition 
to self-rule has been accomplished 
by the shadow ministries headed 
by Faisal Husseini and dominated 
by Fatah. 

The Harvard study predicts 
NGOs will continue to be recip¬ 
ients of foreign aid and will oper¬ 
ate independently of the economic 
planners and aid coordinators. 

It says: "The existing aid struc¬ 
ture developed during a period of 
occupation, and it Is therefore in¬ 
adequate to the accomplishment 
of the broad economic tasks that 
will race the self-governing au¬ 
thority. A new aid coordination 
agency should not. however, aim 
to supplant the NGO's. Instead it 
should recognize their ability to 
work closely with local residents 
and seek to coordinate NGO 


Palestinian businessmen 
study the small print 


By Barbara Nimri Aziz 

GAZAN BUSINESSMAN Nasser 
recalls how his Israeli partner 
phoned from. N^wTrak, after ,-tfie 
signing of tlw agrt&rnentoetween 
Israel and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation: "He says hell give 
mc^nillions if I continue to work 
wirii him. He’s flying back to Tel 
Aviv to discuss details.'' 

The offer does not surprise the 
Palestinian, who is aware of the 
economic opportunities opening 
for his people and for Israelis as a 
result of the September 13 peace 
jivqoi. 

■flic accord refers to cooperative 
bradi-Palcstinian economic 
arrangements. Along with the 
anticipated recognition of Israel 
by*'Arab states, that means the 
criicrgcncy of major new markets. .■ 
Jhe Israeli partner. Haim, was 
IcWhrighi with his Palestinian col-i 
league: "You as a Palestinian can 
enter the Gulf markets for our 
company in ways we (Israelis) 
canhOL ’ If we work together at 
wrtuld be perfect." Haim. Tel 
AttV-based agent for a famous 
Frbnch cosmetics company, and 
Ntfsscr. who operates a small cos¬ 
metics factory in Gaza, have been 
working together for 10 years, j 
Nasser respects the Israeli and 
has done well by him —"as wc(ll 
as (I could under the circuni- 
Maju'es." Now." he says, "we both 
siaiid to gain much. 1 know ^e 
needs me. I can indeed help him 
open up the Arab Gulf market,'. I 
have contacts there already. 1 fcm 
Arab. I have the marketing skill*-" 
NaSser is a small subcontractor, 
jpiroueh Haim, he gets orders- for 
Cosmetics from France: raw mate¬ 
rials enter through Israel for final 
production and labelling (only) the 


feel, on the transactions. 

They had no alternative under 
Israeli occupation. With these 
strains and the harassment of mili- 
. t^ry.law and "security measures." 
* independent 'ftfean industry’ was 
impossible to develop. 

- Under limited Palestinian self- 
rule, Palestinians and Israelis like 
Nasser and Haim could continue 
{heir cooperation. Nasser has no 
doubt, and it could be to his 
jad vantage: 

|‘ "Even if I go into an exclusive 
Agreement with Haim, I will want 
equal capital share. For every 
.thousand of his investment," the 
Gazan asserts, "I should have a 
(thousand of mine, possibly more. 1 
/know Haim is eager to continue 
I working with me and that he will 
- advance me millions." 

This would mean expansion of 
the Palestinian's factory, generat¬ 
ing work for other Gazans and 
bringing desperately needed 
employment to the area. It will 
draw Nasser more directly into the 
orbit of the French-owned com¬ 
pany, and bring higher profits. But 
Nasser is not jumping at the 
opportunity. "Naturally I would 
rather do this independently: that 
is, make a contract as the direct 
French agent with the Arab mar¬ 
ket, say, in Saudi Arabia." 

The alert young businessman is 
confident he can do iL Yet he is 
unhappy and nervous. He is uncer¬ 
tain whether the new autonomy 
agreement his leaders have signed 
with Israel will allow him such 
independent contracts. The terms 
of economic development are 
unclear, and Nasser is disturbed 
that the Israeli-PLO declaration 
does nol specify alternatives or 
ensure equity. 

"It is unclear if I will be obliged 
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efforts to eliminate duplication 
and conflicts.” 

Said Valerie Melnikoff of the 
Canadian Council for Interna¬ 
tional Co-operation: "There is 
concern that we help NGO part¬ 
ners to continue to exist, because 
that is pan of what democracy is 
all about" 

Said Abdul Malik A1 Jabir, head 
of the Centre for Renewable 
Resources in Jerusalem: "Just a 
few weeks ago we were thinking 
of development in an occupation 
mentality. Now it's a different 
struggle that we have to go 
through and it depends on oursel¬ 
ves: Are we going to be smart or 
are we going to destroy this 
opportunity?" 

In the United States, a Senate 
panel voted at the end of Septem¬ 
ber to lift restrictions on US aid to 
the PLO. opening the way for 
American participation in West 
Bank and Gaza Strip development 
projects. A measure approved by 
voice vote in the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee would give 
President Bill Clinton until 1 Jan¬ 
uary to waive laws that ban aid 
for and relations with the PLO. 

The US plans to contribute 5250 
million over the next two years to 
a proposed S3 billion multina¬ 
tional effort to help the Palestini¬ 
ans, but has been hamstrung by 
legislation barring aid for the 
PLO. 

The World Bank study says 
heavy industry should be ruled out 
in favour of light and medium- 
sized industries based on particu¬ 
lar skills. "The economy of the ter¬ 
ritories is likely to remain service- 
oriented, with an important contri¬ 
bution £nom tourism," it predicts. 

"Unleashing this potential 
requires the creation of a legal and 
regulatory environment that sup¬ 
ports private sector initiative." the 
Bank says, a framework that 
would replace the current hodge¬ 
podge of Israeli, Jordanian, Egyp¬ 
tian and even Ottoman 
regulations. 

The Harvard study suggests 
creation of a "provident fund" like 
one in place in Singapore. Under 
such a scheme to provide social 
insurance, Palestinians would 
receive benefits related to their 
contributions to the fond. The 
fund in turn could invest in private 
sector projects. 

The report also says social insu¬ 
rance taxes paid over the years by 









Palestinians working in Israel who 
did not get the corresponding 
social benefits should either be 
refunded directly by Israel or used 
to support economic development 
in the territories. 

It estimates the difference 
between taxes paid and benefits 
received during 26 years of occu¬ 
pation at $250 million. In future, 
such taxes paid by Palestinians 
working in Israel should be repaid 
by Israel into a social insurance 
fond for the territories, the report 
says. 

Despite the bleak state of the 
Palestinian economy, both studies 
are hopeful. Unlike other develop¬ 
ing economies, that in the lerrito- 
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ries is unburdened *>- foreign debt 
and the Palestinians are a highly- 
skilled. motivated work force with 
an average level of education far 
above any other group in the Arab 
world. 

"The Occupied Territories have 
the potential to recover from both 
the loss in past sources of growth 
and from distortions in the pattern 
of development, and to become a 
viable, growing economy, pro¬ 
vided that the policy and structural 
conditions are right," says the 
World Bank. ■ 

Allan Thompson is a writer with 
the Toronto Star newspaper. 


M Whoever finally emerges as the new Prime Minister of Pakistan, 
whether ii is Mrs Benazir Bhutto, the leader of the Pakistan People's 
Party, or Mr Nawaz Sharif, the leader of the Pakistan Muslim 
League, the fact remains that the advocation of a mixed economy by 
the former, and of a free enterprise system by the latter, remain a side 
issue since the caretaker goiemmeni of Mr Moccn Qurcshi has 
already finalized a structural adjustment program with both the IMF 
and the World Bank. Consequently, ihc party forming the next coali¬ 
tion government in Pakistan uill have little choice but to pursue the 
policies advocated by those organizations. Apart from that, the elec¬ 
tion campaign of both panics seem it* run on rhetoric and 
personalities. 

Both leaden, have suffered recently front personal misfortunes. Mrs 
Bhutto was challenged recently by her brother Murtaza in her strong¬ 
hold of-Sind, he was even supported by Benazir's mother. Mrs Nusoil 
Bhutto, who had conducted his campaign in his absence. tHe is 
wanted in the country for acts of terrorism t Finally Mr Murtaza 
decided to hack down, but only after he forced Benazir to divert 
much of her attention to him in order to counter his campaign. 

Mr Sharif is not in a much belter position regarding personal 
issues, but his troubles are of a different nature stemming from his 
recent tussle with the president of the country. Mr Gulam Ishaq 
Khan. Mr Sharif faces an uphill battle in convincing the electorate of 
his viability as a prime minister in a situation where people arc 
largely dissatisfied with politicians, and turning extremely cynical. 
Although Mrs Bhutto has won the elections by gaining over SO seats 
in parliament and Mr Sharif has lost 20 scats in comparison to his last 
performance in the elections of 1990. neither leader is capable of 
forming a majority government without forming coalitions. What is 
interesting, is the strategy adopted by the conservative parties in this 
election, who are fielding their own' candidates who are opposed to 
allying themselves to Mr Sharif, as was the case in previous elec¬ 
tions. The largest of the Islamic conservative parties, the P1F tPaki- 
stan Islamic Front), has expressed its dissatisfaction with the Pakistan 
Muslim League for its lack of seriousness in pursuing an Islamic goal 
for the future of Pakistan. Its leader. Quzi Hussein Ahmad, holds the 
Algerian Islamic From as an ideal to be followed. However, it is wor¬ 
thy to note that the P1F managed only to win three seats in this elec¬ 
tion, as opposed to the eight it won in*the last elections. 

The final battle is nol vet over, as the four important regions of 
Sind. Punjab. Baluchistan and the Northwestern Frontier, arc yet to 
show the signs of future things to come in Pakistan. It is a* well 
known fact that the hostility that Mr Sharif directed against Mrs 
Bhutto from his stronghold in the Punjab was instrumental in defeat¬ 
ing Mrs Bhutto in the last election. Nevertheless, it looks likely that 
Benazir Bhutto will be the person negotiating for a coalition to form 
a government before October 19th. the limit imposed by the leader of 
the current parliament for the election of a new prime minister. 


Calculating Jhe cost of the Palestinian economy 

World Bank study outlines the realities and needs of the Occupied Territories 


direct trade. Since 1967 when 
Israel occupied the territories, nei¬ 
ther Gaza nor Jericho have inde¬ 
pendent trade institutions. 

They have no ports or airports 
and all road access is strictly con¬ 
trolled by Israel. Communications, 
also in Israeli hands, are not 
addressed in the agreement. So 
Palestinians fear these sectors will 
remain under Israeli authority. 

These sectors would have to be 
independent." says Nasser, "in 
order for us to build our own 
economy, and to establish security 
for that.” He notes that no eco¬ 
nomic security provisions for Pal¬ 
estinians arc addressed in the 
"principles" agreed in 
Washington. 

Adds Najati a Gaza woman who 
comes from a family of profes¬ 
sionals: "Civil rights of Palestini¬ 
ans in general are not specified 
vis-a-vis Israel. Will we still 
require Israeli permits to leave the 
Strip, to travel abroad or to Jeri¬ 
cho or Jerusalem? Of those 
abroad, who can return? Can we 
make independent business 
contracts?" 

While Palestinian lawyers are 
arguing these issues privately, all 
are awaiting the details of terms to 
"be issued by the PLO economic 
office in Tunis. Meanwhile in the 
Gaza Strip, few are selling land. I 
although prices are said to be sky- i 
rocketing. (A thousand square 
metres in Gaza City reportedly is 
fetching $1 million.) 

And potential investors. Pales¬ 
tinians and others abroad who, for 
ideological and financial reasons 
are eager to invest in ihese newly 
autonomous patches of land, are 
being told to wait. ■ 

Barbara Nimri Aziz is an Amer¬ 
ican freelance journalist and 
radio producer with the Pacific 
Network. 


By a Star Staff Writer 

THE ONSET of peace has helped 
lift the smoke blanketing the status 
of economy in the Occupied Terri¬ 
tories over the last 25 years. A 
World Bank (WB) technical 
report, published last month titled. 
Developing the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries/An Investment in Peace, has 
suggested guidelines on which 
civil administration in the Occu¬ 
pied Teiritories could be estab¬ 
lished. This administrative frame¬ 
work will be the milieu where 
sustainable economic and social 
prosperity are sought. The report 
listed seven key institutional and 
policy areas where adjustments are 
needed to arrive at these 
objectives. 

Money is cowardly because it 
follows stability that is character¬ 
ized in the reinforcement of the 
laws of the land within which 
investments flourish. Legal and 
regulatory framework, a chapter in 
the report, opened with a precondi¬ 
tion that a conducive legal envi¬ 
ronment is essential to maximize 
private investments in the Occu¬ 
pied Territories. "Growth is criti¬ 
cally dependent upon the perfor¬ 
mance of the private sector," the 
report stipulated. The future Occu¬ 
pied Territories government will 
be responsible for "unleashing pri¬ 
vate sector potential" by practical 


support. 

"There remains a widespread 
perception among entrepreneurs 
in the Occupied Territories that 
the current business environment 
is ambiguous, complex and unpre¬ 
dictable," the survey found. 

A thorough review and overhaul 
of the existing legal and regulatory 
framework is critical in the auton¬ 
omous regions, the WB stated. 
"Some of the priority areas for 
review and revision include the 
commercial code, joim stock com¬ 
pany law, bankruptcy law. collat¬ 
eral law, municipal zoning laws, 
business licenses, export/import 
licenses and regulations concern¬ 
ing the movement of people and 
goods," the report said. 

Managing a sound public- 
finance system will have a direct 
effect on progress within the pri¬ 
vate sector. "Establishing such a 
system will mean ensuring that 
adequate revenues are col fee led, 
received in by future authorities in 
the Occupied Territories and that 
the [financial] resources including 
those that might be obtained exter¬ 
nally are managed properly." the 
report explained. 

It would be in order to organize 
a- cross the board indigenous tax 
system. Negative perceptions of 
taxes as revenues collected by the 
Israelis will need to be corrected 
as a Palestinian tax administration 


takes over. "Despite perceptions 
of high lax rates among many Pal¬ 
estinians. the economy of the 
Occupied Territories does not 
appear to be highly taxed." said 
the report. The tax effort is about 
22 percent of GDP compared with 
27 percent in Jordan and 39 per¬ 
cent in Israel. 

Trade and fiscal transfers 
between Israel and the Occupied 
Territories have always been in 
Israel's favor. "The Israeli and 
Occupied Territories authorities 
would need to agree on methodol¬ 
ogies for estimating such trans¬ 
fers, as well as to devise suitable 
mechanisms for offsetting pay- 
menu, ” the report said. Accurate 
documentation of all transactions 
is needed for the territories entity 
to allow for a more harmonious 
future bilateral relations. 

The World Bank recommended 
that public utilities such as water 
and electricity should be run on 
commercial basis. An effective 
team for managing and coordinat¬ 
ing external assistance is essential. 
The WB has recommended that an 
action plan should be set up to 
provide a framework for environ¬ 
mentally susLainable development 
in the post peace period. 

Other priority areas which the 
WB has also deemed necessary 
include establishing a manage¬ 
ment agency to oversee the devel- 


Vic ■ 1 , 



Israeli occupation has crippled Palestinian economy 


opmenl of the region's water 
resources. Sharing data on the 
region's land would be a good 
beginning. The study maintained 
that the new Palestinian entity 


should consider the rehabilitation 
of irrigation wells: relaxing con¬ 
straints on the use of grazing lands 
and on harvesting of marine fish¬ 
eries resources. ■ 
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issue of Jerusalem 
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‘THE 1948 varied to tbe -^ ~ . ‘ 7“ part of Israel and not 

partition of JeraisaTem «• subject 1 toinrther 

tote . Eastern arid. . si gotiatioiis. The PaJestmi- 

Wes iem parts. At toe ’Mg- WimmttKSSQ ans insist Oat East Jehi- 

ewLof the 1967 war* -v.. tv *7 -Tsalem is part of the West 
East Jerusalem was oc- j. v 4* • ' r Vi?rV» Bank as per tiie pre-1967 

cop ied fay Israeli forces. *' borders and that Israel 

FoHowra* us occupa- ‘.vflBSSift should withdraw from 

tfcaj, tire Jerusalem city afl areas occupied dur- 

hmils were, expanded by ~ -v?.. A*? fog the 1967 war. . 

Israel. to maade some TXIP. -L There arc important 

OTiromi^ are» from ’’gV IwiS economic Ktiks between 

the West Bank. The ex- the West Bank, Gaza 

panded dty was expand- ---- Strip and Jerusalem. 

ed by Israel on 30 July yjje city serves an iro- 

been portent site for tourism. II provid^major 
ofobtohuBS kraeB citizen- North-Sooth transportation links with the 
step although very few have chosen to.db so. West Banb and has important health care 
88 *9 historic hospitals for Palestinians of the Wwt Bant 

and. that Jerusalem must never East Jerusalem houses much of the Palesrim- 

an financial services, marketing facilities and 
£&»**“* Jrtre* were considered in- social and cultural infrastructure. Qalan&a 

vahd.by the UN, which ca&edbponIsrael to airport is a potential outlet for linking the 

West Bank with regional airports. East Jern- 
** Although the salemtean integral part tfthe electricity net- 

international community has not recognised work coverinuthe area from Ramallah and 
the Israeli annexation of East Jeru^demTls- SZTa 
rad continnes to e^rdse antooriH™’the " 

area and considers it an integral The World Bank Report 


. : part of Israel and not 

subject 1 to Anther to me: 
ytzSjH SW B B ES gotiations. The PaJestini- 

esHHESkSIh an$ insist that East Jeht- 

salem is part of the West 
! Bank as per the pre-1967 

borders and that Israel 
should withdraw from 
’San areas occupied dur- 
‘Vii? teg the 1967 war. . 

# There are important 

economic Bilks between 
SBfinSK £24 the West Bank, Gaza 

- Strip and Jerusalem. 

The dty serves an im¬ 
portant site for tourism. It provid es m ajor 
North-Sooth transportation links with the 



The National Music Conservatory/Noor A! Hussein Foundation 

and 

The Cultural Service of The French Embassy 
present 

PIERRE FRANCK & ALFRED HERZOG 


Viola & Piano Recital 

Saturday, 16 Oct. 1993, at 8:00 p.m. 
The Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theater 

The program Includes pieces by Mozart, 
Schumann, and Schubert 

Tickets for JD 5 each are available at: 

- The Royal Cultural Centre, Tel. 669026 

- Romero Restaurant, Tel 644227 

- Philadelphia Hotel, Tel 663100 

- The National Music Conservatory.Tel. 687620 
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Facts on the Amman Computer Expo; 

* The Amman Computer Expo was previously held in the 
years 1989, 91 & 92. This makes this year s expo the fourth 
one, being the third consecutive expo. 

* 30 companies particpated in the Amman Expo '92 and it 

was visited by 20,000 people. 

* This year's expo is completely organized by the Jordan 

.-•v? . •••• Computer Society (JCS). 
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Towards a more regional expo with more Government support 

The Amman Computer Expo's 



By Zeid Nasser 
Special to The Star 

THE AMMAN Computer Expo 
*93 opens next week (18-22 Octo¬ 
ber) after it has become an animal 
event which computer users and 
companies in Jordan look forward 
to every year. After holding the 
expo for the fourth consecutive 
year, maybe it's worth taking a 
look at the expo from a different 
angle. Although it has proved 
itself as a successful show locally, 
the expo has failed to attract 
enough attention on a regional 
level. Other computer shows and 
exhibitions in the region recieve 
much more attention and are char¬ 
acterized by the participation of 
international companies, whereas 
the Amman Computer Expo lacks 
of international participation and 
receives little publicity outside 
Jordan. 

Mr Walid AI Asfar. Jordan 
Computer Society (JCS) 
director said that 35 compa¬ 
nies will be participating in 
this year's show. "We have a 
special committee responsible 
for following up on the organ¬ 
ization of the expo headed by 
Mr Hisham Bargoulhi. Also 
involved is our administrative 
committee headed by the 
President of the society, Mr 
Khalid Kilani." 

In response to whether or 
not the JCS is aiming at mak¬ 
ing the Amman Expo a more 
regional event. Mr A! Asfar 
said that. "We are laying 
down the foundations for a 
successful show on both the 
local and regional fronts. With 
more financial resources and 
facilities available in the 
future, we could better 
achieve this. 1 would say that, 
for the time being, we are 
investing in the future of this 
expo. We have made several 
efforts to publicize the show 
regionally and internationally by 
contacting a number of interna¬ 
tional companies. 

"Not many international compa¬ 
nies have heard of the show- and 
we thought that they should at 
least be informed. We have 
received feedback from some of 
them, but none will participate this 
year. Maybe next year, they might 
be willing to participate." 

The JCS has prepared a free 
Expo 93 guide, to be distributed 
at the expo, which looks more like 
a magazine since it includes a 
number of articles and glossaries. 

A questionnaire wilt also be 
handed out to the expo's visitors 


aimed at collecting information on 
those interested in this annual 
event. 

"We have shown that the JCS is 
capable of organizing a successful 
expo. In fact, some things we have 
done better than previous organiz¬ 
ers. Remember, we are not a spe¬ 
cialized exhibition organizing 
company, we're a professional 
society for people working in the 
computer sector." said Al Asfar. 

Mr Kilani told The Star that. 
"We would like to see more Gov¬ 
ernment cooperation in the organi¬ 
zation of the Amman Computer 
Expo. Look at Gitex. it is fully 
supported by the government of 
Dubai. What's more, procedures 
and terms governing the move¬ 
ment of goods is so much easier 
over there. Those international 
companies that have contacted us 
regarding their participation in the 
expo expect similar, if not better, 
terms. The Government should 



Scenes from previous Amman Computer Expos 


venue for the show. You need a 
show hall with full facilities 
including a proper seminar room. 



offer a more open environment to 
attract international companies to 
come to Jordan." 

Ideal Systems Co., distributors 
for Apple computers in Jordan, 
will be participating in this year's 
expo with a big booth. Mr Karim 
Kawar. general manager of Ideal 
Systems Co., believes that the 
main reason why the Amman 
Computer Expo doesn't get 
enough attention on the regional 
level is because “our market is still 
not developed enough, to attract 
international participants. 

"I agTee that our show should be 
marketed regionally, but Jordan is 
not geared lor a regional expo. For 
one thins, we don't have a suitable 


We also don’t have local organiz¬ 
ing companies with enough exper¬ 
tise or enough international con¬ 


tacts, which are neccessary for 
such a show to be a success. 

"If Jordan was more of a 
regional center for computer busi¬ 
ness. 1 think that would give our 
expo more legitamacy and atten¬ 
tion on the regional leveL We do, 
however, have the potential but 
the JCS can't do it on its own. 
We’d tike the Govemcmnet to pay 
more attention to our show and 
realize how beneficiary it can be 
for the local economy with visitors 
from all over the world and inter¬ 
national companies coming to 
Jordan." 

According to Mr Ramzi Zeine, 
general manager of Specialized 
Technical Services (STS), a com¬ 
pany participating in the Expo, the 
main reason why shows tike Gitex 
are more important than the 
Amman Computer Expo is 
because the regional offices for 
major companies like Gulf Busi¬ 
ness Machines. AST, Microsoft 
anffotheraaresituaied in thejjulf. 
and specially in Dubai. These 
companies have chosen Dubai 
because of the wide-ranging facili¬ 
ties available to them such as good 


telecommunications and very 
encouraging government incen¬ 
tives to attract investments. For 
most companies, a place tike 
Dubai appears to be the business 
center of the region while Amman 
just can't compete. 

Mr Zeine added that, "The Jor¬ 
dan Computer Society is doing its 
best, given the limitations it 
faces." 

This year, the STS booth will 
include ail the latest in AST and 
Sun products and, of course. 
Microsoft products with emphasis 
on Windows NT. 

"In a show tike Gitex in Dubai, 
it is the regional dealers who are 
exhibiting their products. While at 
Lhe Amman Computer Expo, the 
local distributor has to carry the 
burden of exhibiting the products. 
You can understand the differ¬ 
ences in resources available to a 
regional dealer for the whole Mid¬ 
dle East and a distributor for the 
Jordanian market When we have 
regional offices in Jordan, you can 
expect a boost to follow in the 
regional importance of our show," 
concluded Mr Zeine. 

The Jordan Computer Center 
will not be participating in this 
year's show, although it bad partic¬ 
ipated in previous ones with 
extended stands which were 
always among the biggest in the 
halL 

The main reason for their 
absence this year, as pointed out 
by Ms Han an Siam of the market¬ 
ing department at JCC is that, "We 
did not get enough feed back from 
last year’s show. We also think 
that, if we do participate, we will 
face several problems in following 
up on customers in the month fol¬ 
lowing the expo because of the 
i parliamentary- -^eJeeikxis£'^ k She 
J qdded, tba$3i€£^ c &s jfiping 
against the Jordan Computer Soci¬ 
ety's organization of the; show, but 
that JCC will be having its own 
expo very soon, which should 


include the many new products 
they has added to its range. 

Mr Faiz Al Koodsi, general 
manager of Special Systems Com¬ 
pany (SSC) which will be partici¬ 
pating in the expo., said that "We 
are not marketing our expo as a 
regional computer event. This is. 
mainly why it receives less atten-. 
tion than other shows. However, 
the Amman Computer Expo is a 
developing experience and we 
have made leaps and bounds for a 
show that is only three years old." 

As to the organization of the 
expo Mr Koudsi said, "Our show 
could be better if we organized 
and coordinated a bit more." 

Mr Khaldoon Tabaza. a Jorda¬ 
nian computer writer on the Mid¬ 
dle Eastern market, said that the 
Amman Computer Expo lacks the 
professional body of organizers 
necessary for turning it into a 
regional computer show. 

"Why don't we split the expo 
into two different expo's. The first 
with a regional outlook, to be vis¬ 
ited by businessmen from all over 
the region red specifically Syria, 
Lebanon and Iraq. We need an 
expo for these big markets in the 
area, along the tines of Gitex in the 
Arab Gult International compa¬ 
nies need this type of expo to 
launch their products and enter the 
Middle East market. Such a show 
.has to be well publicized and 
arranged for. a long time in 
advance. The second expo could 
be dedicated to the enthusiast and 
small and mrdinnv sized busi¬ 
nesses which offers a variety of 
products to the coos inner. Each 
expo should have different media 
outlets, different seminar speakers 
and different participating compa- 

Mr Tabaza added that, "Only- 
then, could we really say -that we 
have an expo of regional impor¬ 
tance.^ 
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The word dass 
spreed sheet 


Siperri charting 
drawing and 
presentations 


The world most 
popular LAN based 
electronic mail - , 


Importance of 
multimedia and 
sound in computing 

■ Multimedia can be | “ \ 

defined as the coming [ ; 

together of text, ani- v j 

matron, graphics, full ► \ 

motion video and i 

sound. Any thing | 

that can incorporates 
more than 2 of these 

can technically be fjA ; flL 

considered "multime- jam 

dia". Sound boards 

play a critical role by 

providing PCs with , 

the capability or re- H V JEL V if 
cording and playing - ^^B * 

back sound. \-£■ 

Audio capabilities in 

general have long - “ 

been a part of busi- 

ness communica- - b B MI^— I 

lions And PC audio 

capabilities have until now been associated more with 
computer games than productivity tools. All that have 
changed significantly, cspidallv with the launch of 
Microsoft Windows version 3.1, whose emphasis is to 
create audio in personal computing to enhance business 
productivity and to simplify the process or working with 
computers. 

Given the phenomenal widespread acceptance of Win¬ 
dows 3.1 within a short period after its launch, it further 
encouraged key upstream vendors both in software and 
hardware to incorporate audio capabilities into their ap¬ 
plications. 

As audio capabilities become inherent in today's Win¬ 
dows-based hardware and software, it becomes impera¬ 
tive that not only business but even the home user will 
also need a sound card.Simply because PC audio capabil¬ 
ities are now widely used as amedia of information, learn¬ 
ing and presentation. Riding on that growing trend, AZ¬ 
TECH SYSTEMS design and develop their Sound 
Galaxy sound cards to deliver high performance and su¬ 
perb audio quality at an affordable price to meet the in¬ 
creasing need for sound in computing. 

FAL International Trading Co. 
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; Turn off your PCyV|gp 
protect the environment 

DID YOU know that lcawnSj 5^ r *jf 

harmful to the tU s not all. Apart from 

energy]*d&sipaedconsumes,you 

your PC, and other compui^_eq ^ ^ a-efloh^v^ 

' energy by using au, “ con ^' l *5^!^ With* the low 
ronmeni for your equipment. lhree umes 

conditioning equipment, it actually costs uu ->,.77^-1 

rid ; of of the PCs waste teal ^ 

torse counting for almost half of j 

ftat Most monikg^use cathode ^ 

.native which uses only 20 watts, - 

is also flicker-f ree a nd emits no . •_ : \ 

radiation. Still, TFT technology ' . . . . . ■ .", . ' . yJ7 - ■ 

is just too expensive, because. 

clc in 

nals and primers in tbe UK cost around! 

year. On tbe other side of tbe Atlantic, the US 

planning To implement an energy programme *h»ch■ 

PCs must have a standby mode which uses no more than 30 Watts 

aimed at saving arouudM million a year. The European Conunumg : 

is considering similar measures while some 

Sweden already have specific standards sci for 

Some major computer manufacturers like IBM, DEC and AST 
have already moved towards producing energy-efficient moac». 
which,.in some cases, cost up to three times the price or the come-- 
sponding standard models, a good exampl e of this is IBM s energy- 
savingrt: the PS/2-E. It is equipped with a TFT-screen and tte wjjte. 
system uses only 60 watts of power, which is around naif the con- . 
sumption of the average PC. But it costs much more than IBM stan¬ 
dard, non'green', PS/2 Model 56.- ^ 

- With the computer's microprocessor accounting for about 10 per- , 
cent of the PCs energy, low-power chips have been introduced by.. 
producers like Intel, IBM ted DEC. •• . . . 

InteTs power-saving SL microprocessor, developed to prolong wj- 
toy life on portable. PCs. does more than just that- It can also switch 
off die. display, hard disk, connector sockets and other component^ 
owing to a built-in feature halite power management IB M's. SIX 
chip also offers such, features. The contents of the processor and, 
memory Temain preserved allowing the. user to rt> activate the PC' 
without losing any work. 

However, until reasonably priced, .power-saving PCs become 
available, most buyers might prefer to stick to the less environmen-:. 
taly friendly alternative. A poll of PC buyers showed tbm they wouWr- 
be. willing to pay wily up to 10 percent more for energy-efficients 
computers. Some manufacturers1claim/ that this may be possible, 
eventually. • J 

In the meantime, you can help conserve energy by turning off your 
PC, screen, printer and copier'mac hides when they're not in use. 
Turning your screen off wilT not. only save energy, but will also 
reduce-eye strain and should prolong the useful life of your monitor 
by preventing a stationary image from;damaging the surface of your.: 
screen. Also, you could turn down yqur central heating during tbe 
winter or your air-condition during tlpe summer when using com¬ 
puter equipment without having to worry about this damaging your 
equipment. This would mean lower ftu&l and electricity bills. ^ 

You aright have. to^pOt up with^ame problems a&V^sligpt 
decrease in performance, especially wben asm g, older coinputssjuod- 
els which are not manufacturedfo be power-saving. By spreading the. 

, word ate convincing other users to dto so too. you'll be doing your 
-pan in conserving energy zad protecting the environment. Let's all 
contributeto mdringtemputers 'greeny ■ ...V: 
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Making it easier 


Tteworid’s software giant has the widesttahge software solutions - 
that have captured die wokf of computing ate set-the*standards^ 
die industry for- years to come. The Arabic versions of Windows, 
Excel & Word arejustafewofttemflestotesm Micrasofe - j:-~f ' 

long-term committment r . - . •'-> f>*. 


jjg iio'SII quqI I cj lozol l afjjiu 

Your single source for 
the world's best computer products. 

SUN • MICROSOFT • AST, Authorized Distributor in Jordan 
7th Circle, Tel: 827611, Fax: 829213, A mman - Jordan 


See our booth at Amroan oqnqpoter expo 
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Jordan Computer Society opens its membership to 
ntniM computer science students 

ORDAN Camn..fAr ___ r 


H?nSSP{!** Soci- 

etys (JCS) charter allows students 
to join its membership, but only as 
supporting members, without dis- 
enmraating between them and the 
ftesb graduate who are accepted 
JCS supporting members. 

Tne JCS asks for small member- 
smp tires in return for its services 
" Students are to benefit from 
these services, they will have to 
pay the membership fees, which 
nught seem unfair especially since 
they usually don’t have jobs or a 
steady income like other 
members. 

In the near future, once the JCS 
starts to work on social projects 
such as establishing a housing 
fimd for its members, this discus¬ 
sion is expected to take on a 
totally different angle. 

Student membership in the Jor¬ 
dan Computer Society should 
offer students a number of bene¬ 


fits. Students can enjoy access to 
the JCS's library of technical and 
market information in the form of 
-the many periodicals and books 
available. Otherwise, the student 
would have to buy these books 
and periodicals to gain the infor¬ 
mation. It should also be noted 
here that some book shops give 
special discounts to JCS members, 
which is another thing the student 
can benefit from. 

The student members can par¬ 
ticipate in the activities of the JCS 
and in the work of its different 
committees, this should provide 
them with a chance to meet and 
mix with professionals ami acade¬ 
micians working in the Jordanian 
computer sector. Since most other 
members hold jobs, student mem¬ 
bers have more free time to offer 
the JCS. 

An important issue is that the 
JCS prefers not to accept first- 


year students of die faculty of Sci¬ 
ence, since they usually haven't 
yet specialized in computer sci¬ 
ence as a major. This means that 
the JCS accepts second, third and 
fourth year students only which is 
slightly unfair to first year stu¬ 
dents because it denies them of 
the many benefits we have men¬ 
tioned and might even affect their 
choice of majors because they did 
not get a chance to see what the 
computer sec to r in the country is 
really like. 

Another issue is that the JCS 
should consider accepting students 


of computer engineering. 
Although all the focus is on com¬ 
puter science students, it is impor¬ 
tant to remember that the com¬ 
puter sector and the JCS already 
includes several members who are 
computer engineers. 

In conclusion, it should be 
pointed out that providing stu¬ 
dents with a membership in a pro¬ 
fessional computer society will 
increase their loyalty to and trust 
in the computer sector and the 
professional society that repre¬ 
sents iL ■ 

Al-Hasonb 


Microsoft Word 6.0 
power features 
announced 
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How to speak ‘computer’ 

Totfie undated, the lingo surrounding pereonal computers is Rke a 
rawgnbi^gB. Here are some simple definitions of common 

■ Binary number system: A laser Sght and magnetic 

system using only two digits {0 technology. Though slower than 

and J) to represent all numbers. magnetic disks, they are 
Used m c omputers because an considered more durable, 
wecmcal circuit has two stales: on ■ Megabyte: One million bytes. 

■ □ - • ■ Memory: The part of the 

■ Bh: The smaflest unit computer 

of information in a where data or 

computer. ITs an instructions 

abbreviation are stored in 

tor Binary digfT. ■'BKI’t binary form. 

■ Byte: A \\ B Wcro- 

string of bits, processor A 

usually eight. | I 'single chip that has 

that represent /•* aH me functions of a 

a number or 1 computer’s central 

character. '*• ■-vKV"’ processing unrt. 

■ CD-ROM; Short lor Conri»f5ri-*? , ■ ModanuAdevfce 

Disk-Read Only Memory “®l m0VBS information between 

■ Central processing unit: The part computed*_ usually over 

ol a computer that executes ffephone Imes. 

instructions. ■ Monitor; A telewskm-Hte screen 

■ Chip: An electronic circuit on a _ ^ d ? 1 5'... ■ , 

tiny piece of semiconductor ■ Mouse: A hand-held device that 

material, usually silicon. moves the cursor on a computer 

■ done: A computer that can run _ screen. _ 

the same software as IBM's ■ Operating system; A program 

personal computers. that controls afl other programs 

■ Floppy’dtsfcABexibte disk - 

covered In cardboard or plastic; it ■ Henpnerals: External devices 

Is used to store data or usedwtfft a computer, such as 

SSfr- 1 * 

■ GlgabytaTune billion bytes. ? r computer intended 

■ Hard cask: A sealed disk used to _ Iw tae by an'ndivxtual 
store data or instructions. It costs ■ Pnnten A device th at prin ts 
more than a floppy disk but stores 

more information and works _ gays ™ * ”™p «er. 
faster ■ rTogram: instructions that tea a 

■ Hardware: The physical parts of a 


DUE IN the Middle East by the 
end of the year, the latest version 
of the world's most popular word 
processing software, Microsoft 
Word 6,0 for Windows, will have 
major new capabilities and ease- 
of-use. 

The success story of Microsoft 
Word continues with version 6.0 
which will include support for 
Object Linking and Embedding 
(OL£) 2.0, enabling users to per¬ 
form 'drag-and-drop' editing 
between applications. 

OLE support also allows users 
to edit spreadsheets, graphics and 
other objects without leaving their 
documents. 

Other innovations include ’Wiz¬ 
ards' which guide users through 
complex or unfamiliar tasks, 
tabbed dialogue boxes giving 
users quick and easy access to 
information and help and file 
translation for former WordPer¬ 
fect users. 

In addition, Microsoft has 
boosted the compatibility of Word 
6.0 with Its other major business 
applications to offer vastly 
improved consistency and 
integration. 

Further details on the new word 
processor are still to be 
announced. 

Charles Allen, general manager 
of Microsoft Middle East said that 
the Word- program, now in its 


tenth year, continues to build 
strongly on the technical innova¬ 
tion which it first brought to the 
market. 



"Figures for 1992 indicated that 
Microsoft Word held 42.9 percent 
of the World-Wide word processor 
market, nearly six percent more 
titan its nearest rival, WordPer¬ 
fect," said Allen. 

"The new version is going to 
help Microsoft keep and 
strengthen that lead by providing 
the consumer with the right prod¬ 
uct for the job in today's office cli¬ 
mate," he added. 

"With our experience of Word 
over the years, we have been able 
to return a great deal of consumer 
feedback (Erectly into the prod¬ 
uct." ■ 
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Apple News 


Apple Developer Center 
Third Training course in 
Amman 

A third 4D Developer Training 
Course was concluded on Tuesday 
September 28. 1993 at the Apple 
Developer Center (ADO in 
Amman. 

The Apple Developer Center 
(ADC) is the only centre of its 
kind in the Middle East It was 
established to provide a broad 
range of Macintosh programming 
instructions through hands-on 
classes. ADCs main objective is 
to create Macintosh developers in 
the Arab World. This third course 
was one in a series of courses con¬ 
veying several 

objectives in serv- _ 

mg the necessities 
of Middle East 
Apple Computer 
Developers by mm 

highlighting dev el- UiAp 

op mem issues in 
the Arabic 

language. - 

ADC would also 

like to increase the number of 
regionally and locally developed 
applications that will widen Mac¬ 
intosh users' knowledge base and 
will open new channels for mar¬ 
keting Arabic computer solutions. 

By the end of this third course, 
ADC has 42 Registered Develop¬ 
ers from 7 Arab countries. Up - 
coming training activities for the 
remainder of 1993 include a 4th 
Dimension Level-3 Training 
Course, 4D Level-2 Re-run and a 
4D server Level-4 course. Regis¬ 
tration in the Center affirms the 
impressive success that the ADC 
has achieved in a very short 


period. 

Concluding second train¬ 
ing on AJ-Mnhasib Al- 
Mithali for TAG! 

The second training course on 
Al-Muhasib Al-Mithali for Tala! 
Abu Ghazaleh International 
(TAGI) employees has concluded 
on 6 October 1993. It consisted of 
22 participants from 7 diffreni 
Arab countries (Yemen. Kuwait, 
Bahrian. Qatar. Jordan, United 
Arab Emirates and Oman); and 
was held at IdealSoft Ltd. prem¬ 
ises in Amman. Jordan. The first 
training course consisted of Egypt 
and the future ones will inlcude 


participants from Saudi Arabia. 
Lebanon and Syria. These training 
courses come as a consequence of 
the agreement signed on 17 July 
1993 between Tala! Abu Ghazaleh 
International and IdealSoft Ltd. 
regarding TAGI's approval of AJ- 
Mubasib Al-Mithali, which has 
won the 4D Golden Award in 
Paris in 1991. and Al-Khazen Al- 
Mithali. 

TAGI is the largest and leading 
group of professional firms in the 
Arab World. It owns 40 opera¬ 
tional offices in the Middle East. 
North Africa and North America. 


The top 10 software performers in 1992: 

1 Microsoft $2.95 billion 

2 Computer Associates $1.77 billion 

3 Oracle $1 billion 

4 Lotus $900 million 

5 Novell $873 million 

6 WordPerfect $546 million 

7 Borland $464 million 

8 Legent $424 million 

9 Dun & Bradstreet Software $400 million 

10 SAS Institute $366 million 
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What to expect at the 
Amman Computer Expo. '93 


■ The Jordan Computer Society is holding (he fourth 
Amman Computer Expo '93, at the Amman International 
Motor Show, located on (he Airport road. 

The Expo will be held 
from 18 to 22 October 
with 34 participating com¬ 
panies showing all tbeir 
latest hardware and soft¬ 
ware products. 

An opening ceremony ggygff 
on 17 October is to be 
attended by the press, _ 

news media and invited BEggS*^; 

VIP’s. 

Apart from (he booths 
of the participating com¬ 
panies, you will be seeing 
a 'Computer Talents 
Booth' to allow talented 
people to show their own 
developed products. 

There will also be a 

number of seminars given during the expo: the seminar 
schedule is printed below. 

Seminar Schedule 

Monday 18 October: 

4:15-5:45 Al-Ghanem Contracting Company 
6:.00-7:00 Specialized Technical Services (STS) 

7:15-8:00 Special Systems Company (SSC) 

Tuesday 19 October 

12:00-1:30 Marqah 
4:15-5:45 Ideal Systems 
6:15-7:45 Golf Business Machines 

Wednesday 20 October ' 

12:00-1:30 Epson 

4:15-5:45 Manhal Computer Services 
6:15-7:45 Computer & Engineering Bureau (CEB) 
8:15-9:45 Computer Software Company (CSO 

Thursday 21 October 

4:15-5:45 Modern Computer Establishment 
. 6; 15-7:45 TechMix 

Friday 22 October 

4:15:5:45 Computer Software Company (CSC) 

The Jordan Computer Society win be giving special 
awards for tire companies which have the best booth design, 
the best software, the best hardware and the best local 
.■product •' • 
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Jordan to participate in powerboat race 

• Jordan will be slaking its debut into the UAE powerboat racing scene with -*™ “*™S HJ! 
Abu Dhabi International Off-shore Power-Boat Race, scheduled to take placem the 

V^c^KdS fron. all over the world, indoding the VAE, Lebanon K " W “ ; ‘’ 1 ^ A i i“e 

a number of European countries are faking part tqqi World Class 

world, indoding Briton Ne3 Holmes, three time Workl4-Litre <*«npto^ 
champion andtfae only driver to ever hold both 4-Lrtre and Class 2 world Wte mOie 
Heading the Jordanian delegation, which arrived in the UAE Tuesday, 12 October, 
SX^U.rfS^SspS’rta Association and J9S8 

mon Khonri. The two Jordanian boats will be driven by Naaman Khalaf, partnered with 
Khaiaf, and Kbaled A1 Qassem, partnered with Salim KayaL ,. MIV tnr KrSt 

With over 2 million UAE Dirhams worth of prizes at stake, including to^of" ftTu^Seek-kmg 
place winners in the Class2and3categoric, Friday's 

celebration of maritime season activities, which began last week with Abn Dhabi s first ever 

toTpe^rn^cTfoUowing the power-boat races this Friday, will be Dr Alban, performing live, 
followed by Arab singer Ragheb Alameh and ending with a laser snow display. 


Jordanian Music Week '93 


Burst of energy at RCC 


By Mary Denis 
Special to the Star 

IN RECENT months Jordan’s 
arts scene has experienced an 
exceptional hurst of energy. 
Fueled by the support of the Min¬ 
istry of Culture and various other 
concerned institutions and organ¬ 
izations. Amman has become a 
lively center for various cultural 
programs highlighted this week 
bv the Music Week '93 activities. 

\Jnder the patronage of HE 
Minister of Culture Muhammad 
Samra and on the occasion of the 
International Music Day. Amman 
Players Orchestra in cooperation 
with the Ministry of Culture, pre¬ 
sented the First Music Week ’93 
in Amman on Saturday. 9 
October. 

IThe first Jordanian Music Sym¬ 
posium entitled "Music in 
Human Life" inaugurated the 
evfcnt on Saturday. 9 October at 
thd Royal Cultural Center. 

TMusic in Human Life” was 
the theme of the Symposium, pre¬ 
sented by Dr Abdel Hamid 
Haxnam of Yarmouk University. 
The discussion dealt with practi¬ 
cal. aspects of integrating music 
into our lives. 

Performance of the 28-member 
strong Amman Players Orchestra 
on Saturday was one of the items 
of the varied program. The 
Orchestra is not new on the musi¬ 
cal scene here. They had previ¬ 
ously played about a dozen con¬ 
certs’ in Amman. An official 
"birth certificate” was issued to 
them b\ the Ministry of Culture 
last August, and since then, the 
Orchestra has been actively pur¬ 
suing their main aim "to help-to 
promote the musical awareness 
among the wider audience of the 
country." according to Mr Seif el 
Din Shebadeh. the Orchestra’s 
conductor. 

Performing for an appreciative 
audience on Saturday at the 
Royal Cultural Center (RCC). 
they delighted listeners with a 
repertoire of several types of 
music, including classical pieces 
by Elgar. Schubert. Beethoven. 
Brahms. Bisei. and several mod¬ 
em composers, such as Cole 
Porter and Charlie Smalls. 

But the focal point of the pro- 



Amman Players Orchestra 

gram was "Palestinian Melodies” 
by Yousef Khasho. a Jordanian 
composer, who spontaneously 
expresses his personal emotions 
towards recent developments in 
Palestine through his musical 
compositions. 

The introduction is composed in 
G Major, hut the prevalent opti¬ 
mistic notes of the opening 
phrases give way later to darker 
tones—thus changing to D minor. 
The initial caution and uncertainty 
dissolves eventually into reassur¬ 
ingly familiar tunes, clearing away 
the suspended gloom. 

"Palestinian Melodies” is com¬ 
posed in a Romantic style with 
distinctive national characteristics 
incoiporating several famous Pal¬ 
estinian and Jordanian tunes ("Al 
Louza el Ahdar." "Zareefch Tull." 
"Beil ish-Sha'r"). As Khasho 
describes the composition himself, 
in effect. "Palestinian Melodics" is 
a "pot-pourri," of oriental and 
classical. 

Yousef Khasho normally com¬ 
poses for big orchestras, he 
explains. His well-known "Jerusa¬ 
lem Symphony". "Palestinian 
Symphony” and "Hussein's Jor¬ 
dan" were performed internation¬ 
ally by prestigious orchestras. His 
' Palestinian Melodics ’ was com¬ 
posed specially for the Amman 
Plavers. bearing in mind the 


restricted number and variety' of 
instruments, he says. 

The Amman Players are an ama¬ 
teur orchestra, although the musi¬ 
cians are educated in music, they 
all hold jobs in fields other than 
music. Their greatest wish, they 
say. is to become a professional 
orchestra. 

"They are doing very well". 
Yousef Khasho says encourag¬ 
ingly. ’Their tones are clean and 
clear. No fiats." he observes. It is 
worth mentioning that the orches¬ 
tra's interpretation of Brahms 
"Hungarian Dance” was accurate, 
and they sustained the tempo and 
managed to convey the essence of 
Hungarian spirit. 

So. professional quality is 
present and as is the enthuqja^m of ; 
the'musicians and theii'fove’of aruT 
dedication to music. What is lack¬ 
ing in order to finally go ahead 
and establish a local symphony 
orchestra 0 

The musicians and the relevant 
authorities agree that the number 
of musicians playing hom, viola, 
oboe, and even violin is not suffi¬ 
cient for a fully-fledged orchestra. 
"We arc trying hard to encourage 
students at the Conservatory to 
lake up these instruments.” com¬ 
ments Dr Kefah Fakhoury. direc¬ 
tor of the National Music 
Conservatory. 


"Jordanian compos¬ 
ers must get stronger 
encouragement from 
the official institu¬ 
tions.” adds Yousef 
Khasho, director of the 
Music Academy. 
Some musicians 
express their wish that 
they should acquire 
better self-discipline as 
well. 

The general feeling 
in professional circles 
is that given the right 
encouragement, finan¬ 
cial assistance and sup¬ 
port of the general 
public these goals will 
be achieved. 

International Music 
Day in Amman was 
also marked by the 
screening of "Le Cha¬ 
peau de Paille dltalie,” 
on Sunday, at the 
RCC. Presented by the French 
Embassy in Amman and the 
Cinemathique de Paris, this silent 
French film produced in 1927 is 
considered a jewel in the world of 
cinematography. Pianist Ray¬ 
mond Alessandrini accompanied 
the film with live music of his 
own composition. 

The film came as an audio¬ 
visual relief from forceful, nerve- 
racking Andear-piercing spectacu¬ 
lars of our ultra modem film 
industry. Produced by Rene 
Flaire. the film combines the 
artistry' of French farce and the 
dramatic effects of theatrical 
ipedium gp?jg£ted onto the screen. 

| Since^ life style of acting in- 
silent films ^required acting close' 1 
to pantomime with its over exag¬ 
gerated gesturing, eye-rolling, arm 
throwing, etc., the accompanying 
music was usually written to fit 
the movements of actors and led 
the audience in their anticipation 
of the sequence of the story. 

Raymond Alessandrini revived 
with care the traditions of music 
writing in the style of the time, 
taking the audience with him on a 
delightful armchair trip back into 
the past times of genuine film¬ 
making art. ■ 



• Renowned parfu- 
meur. Jean Patou, 
used his talents in 
the making of the 
blest Sublime 
body-care products. 

These include soap 
foams. bcd> lotion, 
soap and deodorant, 
each echoing sub¬ 
lime’s unique 
fragrance. 

The thick, heavy 
soap foam engulf** 

the body and spread:, a unique fragrance across it. The body lotion 
incorporates some of the elements of nature:- flower pollen and pure 
flower wax together mixed in certain proportions. 

• Forty members of 
one of the largest Ital¬ 
ian tourism companies. 

SIESTA, are guests of 
the Forte Grand 
Amman on a 'isit to 
Jordan in order io boi¬ 
ler promote its touristic 
attractions in Europe. 

A comprehensive cul¬ 
tural and historical pro¬ 
gram has been pre¬ 
pared lor the group by 
die hotel management in its continuous efforts to promote tourism in 
Jordan. 



New Gulf oil Ford flies past 
first Middle East test 

• DUBAI— After a tough first scries of tests carried out by the newly- 
formed Gulf Oil Team Fond, the car which has been a three-times win¬ 
ner in this year's World Championship is now being fine-tuned for its 
Middle Ea>i debut in the Oman International Rally on 28 October. 

The team's Group A Ford Escort RS Cosworth was given a through 
examination during a week of trials in the UAE. and its performance 
under demanding conditions in the Jchel Ali desert and the Halt a moun¬ 
tains w as impressive. 

“We’ve pushed the car hard through its first lest in Middle Eastern 
conditions and wc'rc very pleased with the result." said driver Richie 
Holfeld. who will lead the Gulf Oil challenge in Oman and in Decem¬ 
ber's Dubai International Rally alongside co-driver Ednyfed Morgan. 

"A number of modifications have got to be made, but we're confident 
that the Escort can be just as successful in the Middle East as it has been 
during its first season in the World Championship." 

The lessons learned from the Escort’s participation in the Middle East 
could prove invaluable as the overall development of the car continues. 
Similarly, the regional championship will be a vital testing ground for 
high-performance products such as Gulf Formula G multigrade engine 
oil and Gulf Svneear gearbox lubricant which will enhance the car’s 
performance. 

While (his year's championship is still wide open and Holfeld and 
Morgan arc aiming to make an immediate impact'in Oman, the new 
team's main thrust will begin in the opening round of next year's 
regional series in Qatar next February. 

"We'll be pushing hard for top finishes in Oman and Dubai, and the 
experience we gain from those two events will be used to launch a full 
challenge next year.” said Holfeld. 



EXHIBITIONS 

*p The Pakistani Afumni Club is 
holding an exhibition by the laic 
pfcji AJ Ali. Thursday 15 October. 
3 t 5:00 pm in Jahal Amman, near 
the Third Circle 

«- Under the patronage of Her 
Majesty Queen Noor. the Jorda¬ 
nian Marketing and Design Center 
ft -iU hold an exhibition of tradi¬ 
tional handicraft. Friday 15 Octo¬ 
ber at Khirbat Abu Jaber. near 
Kan Zaman. Exhibition runs until 
24 October. 


Farouk Lambaz's exhibition 
will open under the patronage of 
HRH Prince Ra'ad Ben Zeid. 
Monday. 18 October at 5:30 pm. 
at Alia An Gallery . 

An exhibition by Mahmoud 

Taha and Salman Abbas is being 
displayed at AKaad Art Gallery, 
near Slh circle, until 30 October. 

or An exhibition of photographs 
from Syria and Jordan is the title 
of an exhibition by German artist 
J Suakowski. currently running 
at the Goethe Institute. Exhibition 
runs until 20 October. 

The Petra Exhibition will con¬ 
tinue until Thursday 28 October at 
the Royal Cultural Center. 

w Ali Taiob's exhibition of paint¬ 
ings is being displayed at the 


Balka'a An Gallery until 21 
October. 

•* Alia Art Gallery is hosting an 
exhibition of paintings by Dr Ala 
Bashir and Sa'adi Abbas until 16 
October. 

•" Abdul Hanieed Shoman Foun¬ 
dation is hosting an exhibition of 
etchings h> -Mohammad Omar 
Khalil until 5 November. 

*■ Mahmoud AI Obeidi's paint¬ 
ings will he on display at the 
French Cultural Center until Sun¬ 
day 24 October. 

FILMS 

wr House of Wax will be featured 
at the American Center on Thurs¬ 
day, 14 October, at 5:00 pm. Sun¬ 
day. 17 October, the American 


Center will present Them!, at the 
same time and place. 

♦ On the Black Hill will be 
screened at the British Council. 
Wednesday. 13 October, at 7:00 

pm. 

** Silence Is Made of Gold will 
be shown at the French Cultural 
Center. Monday. 18 October at 
8:00 pm. 

** The Goethe lnsriture will be 
showing A Revolution In the 
HeaveD of the Sultan's Jesters 
on 18 October at 8:00 pm. 

LECTURE 

Modem Painting will be the 
subject of a lecture by Noel Fav- 
retiere. Wednesday 20 October, at 
the French Cultural Center. 


Warner Bros., consumer 
products licenses 

BUGS BUNNY, Daffy Duck, and a host of other legendary Looney 
Tones characters are setting sa3 for the first time ever to the Baha¬ 
mas from the port of Canaveral in the spring of 1994. 

Warner Bros. Consumer Products and its classic Looney Tunes 
characters will t»am up with the Big Red Boat, it was jointly 
announced by John Teets, Chairman of the Dial Corp^ parent com¬ 
pany of the Big Red Boat, and Dan Romanelli, President of Warner 
Bros. Consumer Products. 

According to Romanelli, "We are genuinely excited about our 
partnership with the Big Red Boat-, well known for quality family 
vacations. We believe that the ftin-loving Looney Tunes characters 
and their strong family appeal make this a natural association." 

"The addition of the Looney Tunes characters to our other new 
programs means we will continue to have the best family cruise 
program available," said Michael Chadwick, President of the Big 
Red Boat. 

Ham Suleiman, Director for Discover the World Marketing, mar¬ 
keting representatives and general sales agents for the Big Red 
Boat in Jordan, said the Warner Bros, costume characters will sail 
on the Big Red Boat during its three and four-night cruises and will 
entertain & mix with guests on board. The multi-year agreement, 
which officially begins on 1 April, 1994, also includes Warner Bros, 
merchandise which will be sold on the cruise ships. 

The Big Red Boat is noted for its family programs and vacation 
pa ckages which combine cruises to the Bahamas with central Flor¬ 
ida theme park vacations. The Big Red Boat has been represented 
in Jordan by Discover the World Marketing since 1991. 

Warner Bros, consumer products, which includes the licensing 
and studio store divisions of the company, is a Time-Winter enter¬ 
tainment company. With Interests In film, marie, publishing, home 
video, entertainment and program distribution. Time-Warner is 
the largest media commnnications organization in the world. 
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“Oh, God! It's that creepy Ted Sheldon and Loots 
Dickerson. ...They're skinkheads. you know." 
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Eskimo rescue units 


Forte Grand Amman: 

Competition, 

entertainment 




\.r Stapuaffi writer 


THE FORTE Grand 
Amman held the finals of its First 
Open Tennis Tournament last Fri¬ 
day. S October. Over one hundred 
players, ranging from diplomats to 
school boys, competed for the 
finals in nine events. 

The tournament was held at the 
new plexipave-tennis courts of the 
Forte Grand completed last 
August, the first of its kind among 
clubs in Jordan. 

"It was scheduled at the begin¬ 
ning to hold a tournament for the 
diplomats working in Amman. 
Then we had to expand it and to 
make it an open one after starting 
to receive applications from Jorda¬ 
nian players." Forte Grand's tennis 
coach James Dawning told The 
Star. "We kept on receiving more 
applications even four days after 
the closing date." he added. 

The nine-day tournament was 
sponsored by five companies; 
Pepsi Cola." Royal Jordanian. 
Casio. Adidas and Fine, which 
makes it the first sponsored tennis 
tournament in Jordan. 

The trophies and the medals 
were provided by Pepsi Cola. The 
company also served soft drinks 
throughout the tournament- Royal 
Jordanian gave the winner of the 
men's singles a free ticket to 


The vpn/ier pf the tecjiqs’ sin- 
'' ! 'r, t g!es was .Ms.. HanaV.Asfour 
’ - * who received a one-year riiem- 
Hotel of bership to the Forte Grand’s 
tennis dub. Mr and Mrs Lee 
defeated Mr and Mrs Leibig at 
the finals of the mixed’s dou¬ 
bles. As for the junior events 
of under 18’s, 15’s and 12‘s, the 
winners were Laitb Azzoni, 
one of the great future hopes 
for tennis in Jordan, Khalid 
Naffaa' and Anter Naher 
respectively. The winners of 
the junior doubles were Lakh 
Azzoni and Marwan 
Hanania. 

Morc junior players were 
expected to take part in the 
tournament. "Not many 
schools 5bowed interest in this 
event; it seems that it’s their 



Frederick Detrez winner of the men 's finals 


football season now. There were 
only 3 girls among the 26 junior 
participants and we had to include 
them within the ladies competi¬ 
tions," Mr Downing said. 

Present at the finals were the 
General Manager of the Forte 
Grand, Mr Charles Barker, and 
the Director of Le Mirage Club, 
Mr Khalid Hawashim who deco¬ 
rated the winners. The newly- 
appointed Public Relations Man¬ 
ager of the Fone Grand, Ms Dima 
Toukan, was the unofficial pho¬ 
tographer of the tournament. 


.sponsored by manufacturers of 
gear and sports goods, Lacoste (of 
Paris) and Prince (of Asia), to 
enhance tennis sports in Jordan 
especially among juniors. His 
main concern is to concentrate on 
juniors and to have sponsors-for 


tennis tournaments. "In order to 
boost tennis in the country we 
must have prize-money tourna¬ 
ments. and the only way to 
achieve that is by having spon¬ 
sors," James told The Star in a 
previous interview. ■ 



Laith Azzoni and Marwan Hanania winners of the junior 
doubles 


Cyprus, while Casio offered three 
watches to the winners of the jun¬ 
ior finals. Adidas provided tile 
tennis balls and Fine supplied the 
players with T-shirts. 

The winner of the men's finals 
was Mr Frederick Detrez. while 
the runner up was Mr Netting Woo 
Kira who. together with his part¬ 
ner. Mr Mark Kissee also won 
the men's doubles. According to 
coach Dawning. Mr Kim was the 
'star of the show' since he had to 
play four matches during the lost 
two days of the tournament. "Kira 
looked exhausted and lost the 
final match of the men's singles 0- 
6. 0-6 which is an unfair score. 
Nevertheless, he didn't complain 
at all." the coach said. 


At the end of the sporting event 
the players were anxious to know, 
about the next tournament The 
Forte Grand will be holding its 
second open with cash prizes next 
spring. "The problem in holding 
such local open tournaments is 
when national champions take" 
part. Thus, not many players will 
be interested in participating since 
the competition will be. unbal¬ 
anced. To avoid this, we will have 
two adult groups; one for players 
between ! 8 and 30 and the other 
for those who arc above 30 years 
of age," James added. 

James Downing is a British 
lawn tennis coach who joined the 
Forte Grand last August and is- 
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ARIES 
March-19 
April): Sports or 
travel may get in 
the-way. A dead¬ 
line could. be 
looming. Don't 
go into debt to, 
make a .good 
impression 
•- TAURUS (20 
APRIL-20 
MAY): Pay fees 
..and: read the. 
small print 
Review • career 
;.optk>ns- Check 
! oat : a good 
employment 
agency for ideas. 

GEMINI (21 
May-21 June): 

Loye and: part- -'v *• 
nexships arc both - favored. Offer 
your sendees as; a tutor. Y pu-.may 
have to work ovfcr die-weekend. - ; 
CANCER. (23 Jm^-22-, Jtfly): 
take tropious\rioteis.:QFyoumay;'. 

have trouble-folio wing tbe boss's 

. line ‘of rc^cmmjf.M.eriyvrtb a per-.- ; 
son who'sbarcsryourgoals.* -■- 
LEO. (23- Jtily-22 . Augnri): 

look -good.: -JtTwiit: Iasi torevef. ‘. 
though. Expectfari arpi meat from .=• 
just aboui'Cvery idea you have. . 
VIRGO #* Augnrt-22£eptem- . 
.her): .Set career goals. This week¬ 
end will be: excellent for building 
foundations . arid learning a "pew 
computer program. 

LIBRA (Zy^Bepteinber-23 Octo¬ 
ber): Tacltie the .most. abstract 
topic on yoiir agenda. You may ' 



. not. have 

- enough 
.. money to do_ 

what > you 
want, but love 
will prevail. 
SCORPIO 
■ <24; October- 
21 . Novem¬ 
ber): Taxes 
and fees could, 
take, a chunk, 
'-out-of your 
savings. Hold > 
out "until- die 
weekend and " 
yon may geL" 

- • what you want 
without as 
much, effort. 

: SAGHTARI 

US - (22- 

~ _. November-21 

December) r IF you speak out at a 

club meeting, -you ; could- get 

elected to:office'. A jircvfous obli- . 
.gatiah might get. in the. way of ' 
romance. . ~ 

CAPRICORN’- (22 December-19 
January); There's. .pressure on. ;, 
you, hut it should -ease... If you - 
don't really ' understand . what's ‘ 
going: riPv get. sbmefitxly to- help - 
yoii) .: . ; . 

AQUARIUS (20- Jamjary-18 
February): .-You : -may organize ■ a '■ 
groupie adneve^a common goat. 
The boa will not accept excuses. 
PfSCES (19 . February-20. : 
March): Be wilhng to hsien. evert; ' 
i f you don't. .fully agree with the 1 ;, 1 
boss on a controversial topic. Fjnd 
time to consult--with a new friend 
in private. . ' . ' " 
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Supplement en frangais du Star 


Duo musical 

• Deux virtuoses frangais, le pianiste Alfred Herzog et le violoncelUste Pierre 
Franck, mettront leurs talents en commun, samedi 16 d 20h, pour un concert 
unique au Centre culturel royaL Sur les partitions du duo, des pieces de Mozart, 
Schumann et Schubert 

Le but de leur visite en Jordame va au-dela de cette soiree devolue a la musique 
classique. Une collaboration est en ejfet envisagee entre le Conservatoire national 
jordanien et le Conservatoire de Boulogne-Billancourt dont Alfred Herzog est le di - 
recteur. 

Le Conservatoire de Boulogne-BUlancourt accueille dija de jeunes musicians ve- 
nus du monde entier. Ainsi, Lara Jamal, jeune talent jordanien decouvert par 
Pierre Franck lots de son premier voyage dans le Royaume, est actueUement elkve 
de cet etabUssement frangais presdgieux. Une cooperation plus etroite entre les 
deux conservatoires pourrait etre une chance d'enrichir Venseignemcnt musical 
d'autres jeunes Jordanians. 



Palestinians 


Incertitudes sur I'avenir 

des refugies 

Droit au retour ou indemnisation? La question des refugies palestmiens est aujourd'hui au centre des discussions entre 

l'OLP et Israel. A Baqaa, le futur se voile toujours d'inconnu. 


Jordame 


| Exp 


ress 


AU CHOMAGE depuis deux 
mois, Yacoub Nadja, 36 ans, 
trains son ennui et son amertume 
dans les melles poussidreuses du 
camp de Baqaa. ^'accord isiadlo- 
palestinicn n'a rien changd. Je n'ai 
pas tiouvd de travail et je n'ai tou¬ 
jours pas vu Gaza et Jdricho!". 
Depuis son enfance, Yacoub n'a 
connu que des camps de rdfugids. 
Pits de Bethleem, ofi il esc nd, 
puis Baqaa aprfcs la Guerre des six 
jours. Aujourd'hui, il est sans illu¬ 
sion sur Tissue des pourparlers en¬ 
tre Palestinian et Israeliens sur la 
question des rdfugids qui viennent 
de s'ouvrir. 11 se sait hors jeu. 

"La plupart des Palestmiens de 
ce camp sont en fait considdrds 
comme des rdfugids de 1946, 
me me slls n'om traversd le Jour- 
dain qu'en 1967. Leur chance de 
retour est trfes foible", confirme 
Denis Brownn, directeur de 
L’UNWRA en Jordanie. L’accord 
isradlo-palestinien ne pidvoit en 
cffet que le idglement rapide du 
droit au.retpur, dtt 
1967. 

originates de Gqommie et de' 1 c 
Gaza qui ont fui leur terres k 
I'anivde des troupes isradliennes. 
Sur le tableau noir du bureau de 
■'organisation des Nations-Unies, 

1c nombre de ces "ddpiacds" n'a 
pas changd depuis 1968: 10 000 
personnel... sur une population es- 
timde aujourd'hui k 130 000 dans 
ce camp! 

L'incertitude sur le son de la 
majoritd des habitants de Baqaa 
est done total e. "Aucune ddcision 
politique n'a dtd prise k leur dganL 
Sur le terrain, nous poursuivons 
done notre action comme avant, 
sans ricn changer' 1 , souligne Denis 
Brownn. Des projets mends par 
I'UNRWA et les autorilds jorda- 
niennes pour I'amdlioration des 
conditions de vie des habitants 
sent en cours. La notion de "camp 



Les cubes de biton ont remplaci les tentes dans le camp de la Baqaa. 
Pour longtemps. 

iUt-V- pas d'un'trds bqn oeiJJa mise 

Sfcdti'ne de tous ces 
'de tofts possiblestravaux. Ils' craignaient qu'oii ne 



et imaginables: des tentes de 
l'ONU aux maisons fetes de par- 
pain gs et de riment, en passant 
par les deux-pidees prdfabriquds 
en tfiles offens par 1'AUemagne au 
ddbut des anodes 1970. "A cette 
dpoque, on avail I'irepression 
d'emmdnager dans un palace", ra- 
conte-t-il. 

En 1986, lorsque le roi Hussein 
dvoque pour la premidre fois la 
erdation d'une confdddration jor- 

dano-palestinienne, le gouverne- 
ment se dddde k investir massive- 
ment dans les infrastructures. 11 
fait poser le toul-a-l'dgout, install¬ 
er 1‘eau courante, construire les rd- 
seaux dlectrique et tdlephonique. 
asphaher les deux routes princi¬ 
pals et cimenter les auires. 

"Les habitants du camp ne voy- 


c here he k les installer id ddfini- 
tiveraent". explique Tabsin Bar- 
qawi, directeur du depanemem 
des affaires palestiniennes au sein 
du mini side des Affaires 
dtrangdres. Depuis. tout le monde 
s'est habitud au nouveau visage de 
la did. Un habitant rdsume avec 
ironie: "Baqaa est ddsormais une 
ville prospers, on n'a plus rien a 
envier a Londres ou Washing¬ 
ton!". 

Depuis sa erdation, la popula¬ 
tion de Baqaa a did muinplid par 
rinq pour une superficie reside in- 
changde f 1.4 km2). Plus que le 
chfimage. la suipopulation est 
de venue le probldme numero un. 
Les services offeris par I'UNRWA 
en matidre de sante el d'dducation 
ne parviennent pas k suivre cette 


crois sauce ddtnoeraphique 
explosive. 

Souha, directrice de 
I'dcole dldmemaire pour 
Biles, n'en fink pas de 
s'dtonner des difficuUds 
qu'elle rencontre au quotidi- 
en: des adolescentes qui 
mettent fin brusquement k 
leurs dtudes pour travail]er, 
un taux d'absentdisme consi- 
ddrable, des classes surchar- 
gdes avec un seul professeur 
pour plus de SO dlbves... 

"On est con- 
traint d'ouvrir 
I'dcole l'aprts- 
raidi, pour dou¬ 
bler la capadtd 
cTaccueil de no¬ 
tre fitablisse- 
menL GrSce k 
ce roulement, 
plus de 3 200 
jeunes Biles 
passent chaque 
jour dans nos 
trente salles de 
classe!", racome la 
directrice. Nabil 
Hirsh, mddedn gd- 
ndraliste k Baqaa de¬ 
puis vingt-deux ans 
constate chaque jour 
les consequences de 
cette suipopulation: "Aujourd’hui, 
les maladies qui frappent les rdfu¬ 
gids ne sont plus tides k 1'dtat sani- 
caire. Mais. la promiscuitd, le 
manque d'intimitd et J’dmritesse 
des Iogements conduisent des ado¬ 
lescents dans mon cabinet vic- 
times de troubles nerveux, maux 
de tele, depression...". 

Le retour des "ddpiacds" sur 
leur terre natale ne sera pas suffi- 
sant pour rdgler ce surpeuplemenL 
Pour sonir de Baqaa. les rdfugids 
auront besoin cfargem. Mais. lew 
indemnisation par lEutt hdbreu 
semble encore loin (voir encadid 


is, qui! 

camp n'est pas si facile. En 25 ans, 
des liens tits forts se sont tissds 
dans une communautd oh solidari- 
td et entraide sont les maltres 
mots. 

Ibrahim Shedah est aujourd'hui 
avocat k Amman et se prdsente 
aux prochaines Elections, mais il 
ne se rdsigne pas k quitter Baqaa. 

A seize ans, il a connu le 
campement de tentes dans la boue 
et les intempdries. Maintcnant, fl 
est tier de recevoir ministres et 
ddputds 
dans cette 
did oh il a 
vdcu lent 
d'dpreuves 
. "Je suis 
comme un 
aibre. Je 
veux 

raster IS 
oil j'ai 
grandL 
Avec mon 
people".-;^ 
' Lui aiis-' ‘ 
si s'est rd- 
signe k 
vivre loin 
de la terre 
de ses an- 
cdtres, 

mSme si chaque jour il rgve dy re- 
tourner. "Le rapport de forces 
n'est pas en notre faveur. il faut 
6tre reahste", concfede-t-il. Le 
camp de Baqaa semble done 
pro mis k un long avenir. "11 suffira 
peui-6tre de lui trouver un nou¬ 
veau nom pour le transformer 
en vdritable ville jordanienne", 
sugg&re le docteur Hirsh. A 
1'image de I'appellation de cette 
munidpalitd, le futur des rdfugids 
ressemble k un point 
d* interrogation. ■ 

Florent ChevoDean 



IJaa reglement par etapes 

Consul de Palestine en Jordanie, Omar a] 
explique au Jourdain comment il voit ; . 
Pff .; 'l^Yenir des Palestmiens du Royaume. 

£e\Jourdnln: Tons les Patortlntera bdndflderont-fls du droit au 

' 

^€hnoBr nl. Hiatfb: Nous avons deux soites.de rdfugids « Jordanie.' 
.^ren^remenr, ceux qm ont quittd la Palestine en 1948 et qui portent 
.Je:qani offidfel<L "refugifes". Deuxiftmemeat, ceux qui ont dQ fiiir la 
rS^b^fe’Gaza id la Cfejordanie aprfes la Guerre des six tours, en 
—^ qqadn^vec lesr IsradEejns, la question du retour 
. c T „ t •^4flte disputde rapidement.-Jls ont droit mi re- 

^ feipt\ipri ! £CKii partis: eaa 1948 seta <£scutd plus tard, 
:t ^rKa i une'4fcQxi£iEB5: drape, ; lorsque sera abordde la question tto Jdru- 
tsafatneLdes.cplonsisradliens:■. •' r- 

sonhaJtel r OLP pourles rdfugids? 

^dus atons demaxKter. replication du droit au retour pour 
‘iqiis leS Pale^nkns.qiri’oat fuj eti 1967. Il n'est pas question de com- 
pen^tiqos feanddrS. ils doivent pouvoir retoumer cbez eux. Ce 
:^dpt:tn;Me; ; discut^ Cette semaine k Tunis avec la participation de 
phis' de trente.Etacs,'«km'rlsra51. 

. ’ V:. ... * ' -- A-il- 


... .. .. . „ _ . _ au rdtour sera ^)pli- 

:qtid ^pe^^r dtape an for et a inesure du retrait des' troupes israd- 
fittvies'. Tpur cTabord, Gaza et.Jdricho, puis. fes autres viUes de Cis- 
joitiauie. ; I.' ^ .v.‘ -*. 

: lly:e?enyir6n 6TOOOQ r6fig5ids.de 1967 etjphis d^imilfionde 1948 
dn Jbniamfc Poar ceax. qui se sont rdfugids une premidre fois en Qs- 
en 3948ravant dJStre-ddpiacds vers la Jordanie eri l 967, il y 
^jra tm ebbix k fere entre l'application chi droit au retour 00 de_ cqm- 
financfdres. - • ;.V " : •' 

ijj vi^-v(rb j'OTeab tfim camp comme edni de 

• W H« M ^MJ UOIMW yv <v~r sort concerneles 

_jcatlfflfiiennes.P^sohne ne sera obligd de fetourner eh Pales¬ 
tine. Ce tera te choix tie dratup, comme 1'aprdcisd Sa Majestd ie roi 
HussehL Ceux qui droisirBitt de rerter en Jordame : conserveront- la 
-natiwialitdjordanienqe avectoiisses droits. 

Aprte la Ifodratioo de notie peuple, tro.scrutin se tiendra simukand- 


tale entre les deux Elms? 11 faudratrarcher. . , 

Propos recnelllls par F.C 


DISCOURS - Le roi Huss¬ 
ein dans un discours telev- 
isd et radiodifTuse, mardi. 
a encourage tous les Jor- 
dnniens k participer aux 
prochaines elections. II a 
expliqud le maintien de la 
date du 8 novembre par 
son engagement democra- 
tique et sa volonte de 
saovegarder l'unite du 
pays. Le souverain a reaf- 
flnne le role de la dynas- 
tie hachdmite pour la pro¬ 
tection et la sauvegarde 
des lieux saints islanuques 
de Jerusalem. Il a appele 
k la creation par tous les 
m nsu I mans d'un corps 
non politique pour 
s'occuper des affaires de 
ces lieux. Jerusalem doit 
Itre "ie symbole de la 
paix entre Palestiniens et 
Isra£liens, Arabes et Is- 
rafliens, de la paix entre 
tons les enfants 
d'Abraham", a-t-0 ajoute. 

ECHANGES - A Tissue de 
la visite d'une delegation 
marocaine dans le Roy- 
aome, un nouvel accord 
commercial a ete condu 
entre la Jordanie et Ie Ma- 
roc. Ce texte prevoit 
I'exemption de droits de 
douane pour certains pro- 
dults des deux pays. Cet 
accord doit pennettre 
d'intensifier et de diversi¬ 
fier les echanges commer- 
ciaux. 

RETOUR - Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker pourrait re- 
tourner rapidement a la 
politique en devenant 
Chef de la cour royale. un 
poste dedsif qu'il avail oc- 
cupe a deux reprises de 
1989 a 1991 avant de de- 
venir Premier ministre. 
Sharif Zeid avait demis- 
sionne de son poste de 
chef du gouvernement en 
mai dernier. 
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Enquete 

RFJ en neuf questions 


DEPUIS PRES d'un an, vous pouvez vous rtiveiller rous les jours 
h ITieure des croissants et du caffi, en ecoutant des chansons, des 
magazines et des informations en frangais. Vous n’avez qu'un 
geste k faire: r6gler votre radio sur 90.00 FM, entre 7h00 et 9h00. 
D£s Ie diSbut de I'annde prochaine, RFJ vous accompagnera k 
Hieure du th£ et des petits gateaux. Pour cela, une seule chose k 
faire: patienter un peu et, en attendant, prendre un stylo, remplir 


ce questionnaire et I'envoyer k: 

Radio Jordan, French section 
P.O. Box 909 
AMMAN, JORDANIE. 

TEL: 774 HI (ext 1604) 


^0‘Among the- ricfies of Jordan, 
{ 7 ^ aCittkgem of a hotel ] 


FL promise of 
ffrst Class Styk* 
Luxury oiuC Comfort. 




_El_ 

Yassmln^ 

0 U I T E O 
HOTEL 


.. 

\4 ’ ‘llfietfcr it's Business or pleasure, 

zite'lfyo Beyondyour expectations 
to rmfyyour stay a pknsant one. 

Cfrelo. Jobol Ammon TeL 643216 Fax 643219 




Les programmes 


DU SAMEDI AU 
MERCREDI:. 

7.00 - 9.00: Croissant chaud 
Chansons frangaises, infos 
pratiques, horoscope... 

*7 JO; Le Journal 

•8.00: Le Rappel des titres 

•8.00 - 8.15: La Sequence 

Internationale 

•830: Parler an quotidlen 

•9.00: Le Flash 

•9.03: Musique classique 

JEUDI: 

7.00 - 9.00: Croissant chaud 
Chansons frangaises, infos 
pratiques, horoscope— 

•730: Le Journal 
•8.00: Le Rappel des titres 
■8.00 ~ 8.15: La Sequence 
Internationale 


sur 


•830: Regards sur la 
France 

Un reportage 
1'actuality fr angais e 
■9.00: Le Flash 
•9.03: Musique classique 

VENPREDI: 

7.00 - 9.00: Cro issan t 

chaud 

Chansons frangaises, in¬ 
fos pratiques, horoscope.^ 
■730: Le Journal 
•8.00: Le Rappel des li¬ 
tres 

■8.00 - 8.15: La Sequence 

Internationale 

•830: FOigrane 

Un theme frangais el son 

vocabulaire 

•9.00: Le Flash 

•9.03: Musique classique 


La radio vous ecoute! 


A renvoyer k : 

otn NON 

grammes? 

RADIO JORDAN 

Informations intemationales ? 

Informations 

French Section 


OUI NON 

P.O.Box 909 

OUI NON 


Amman - Jordan 

Tel: 774 111 (ext. 1604). 

Informations sur la soci£t£ 

Musique 


franjaise? 

OUI NON 

Age: 

OUI NON 


Sexe: 

Profession: 

Informations sur la soci6t6 jorda- 

Culture 

Nationality: 

nienne ? 

OUI NON 

La ville oh vous habitez : 



OUI NON 


-1: Conuaissez-vons RFJ ? 

■5: Quel est selon vous le mell- . 

. Sport 

OUI NON 

leur boralre pour une ouverture 
d'antenne I'apris-mldl ? 

OUI NON 

-2: Avez-vous dgj& £couti 
RFJ? 

J3HOO-15HOO 

-7: Seriez-vous intfresse par des 

OUI NON 

d£bats ou des magazines? 

OUI NON 

14H00-16H00 

Sur 1'actualiil politique 


-3: Avez-vous 6couti RFJ 
hier matin? 

OUI NON 

Dans les sept demiers jours 
OUI NON 

Dans les quinze demiers jours 


OUI NON 
15HOO-17HOO 
OUI NON 
16H00-18HOO 
OUI NON 


OUI NON 


Sur I'actualitd ficonomique et soci- 
ale 

OUI NON 
Sur l'actualitl culturelle 


-8: Seriez-vous interest par 
la diffusion d'une resue de 
presse 

des joumaux arabes? 

OUI NON 

des joumaux frangais 

OUI NON 

-9: Quel genre de musique 
souhai teriez-vous entendre ? 

Vari£iis francophones 

OUI NON 

"Nouveautfis" 

OUI NON 

"Standards" 

OUI NON 
Jazz 

OUI NON 
Musique classique 


1 


t 


- > 

s -j 

* V 


\ y 

i 


i ■; 


.-5.- 


OUI NON 

17H00-19H00 

OW NON 

OUI NON 


Dans Ie moi< dernier ? 

OUI NON 

En France 



OUI NON 

18H00- 20H00 

OUI NON 

N'hfeitez surtout pas k nous 
sonmettre vos suggestions et 

1 . -i 

1 

-4: Que preft*rez-vous dans 
nos programmes ? 

Varies ct musiques franco¬ 
phones : 

OUI NON 

^5: Que souhaiteriez-vous voir 
dtvelopper dans nos pro- 

En Jordanie 

OUI NON 

laissez - nous votre adresse 
si vous souhaitez recevoir 
des Informations sur les pro¬ 
grammes de RFJ. 

: 

1 • 

| ' ; 

i 
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Programs on 
JTV from 
16-22 October 


Sfl 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS ington. Strange events follow. 


SATURDAY 

08 JO —The Fanetii Boys 
09:00 — Da Beat's On 
09-JO — Perspectives 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature Film: Some¬ 
body Has To Shoot. Raymond is 
accused or killing a police offi¬ 
cer during a drug-smuggling 
operation. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Family Matters 
09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Ellen and JefTrey fall in love. 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Doc: Panorama. The 
savage war in Bosnia. 

11:10 —Golden Girls 

MONDAY 

08 JO — Delta 

09:10 — The House Of Eliott 
The Eliott bouse is sold to repay 
debts, and Beatrice leaves 
Jack's studio to work for a 
famous dressmaker. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The Chancer II 
11:00 — Final Round for World 
Cop 94 

TUESDAY 

08:30— People Next Door 
09:10 — Brand New Life. A 
waitress and a waiter find love 
and happiness. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — Feature film: Under 
Current A Senator marries a 
woman and takes her'to Wash-- 


WEDNESDAY 

08 JO — Head of the Class 
09:00 — Documentary: View¬ 
point 92. Examining the situa¬ 
tions of different families from 
different cultures. 

10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — A Woman Named 
Jackie. Jackie, now a widow, 
leaves the White House and 
marries Onassis. 

THURSDAY 

08 JO — Coach 
09:00 — Reasonable Doubts 
10:00— News in English 
10:20 — Movie of the Week: 
The Taste for Killing. Two rich 
boys get involved in a murder. 

FRIDAY 

08 JO —ENG 
09 JO — Faces and Places 
10:00 — News in English 
10:20 — The House Of Cards 
11:10— Yes Minister 
11:35 — Final Round for World 
Cup 1994 

PROGRAMMES 

FRANpAIS 

SAMEDI 

05 JO — Pif et Hercule 
05:41 — L'Ecole des Fans 
06:30 — Beaamanoir 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15 — Ushuaia 

DIMANCHE 



Stella 
Gonet 
in the 
Rouse 

of 

Eliott, 

Monday 

09:10 

pm 


5 JO — Film: Pris Au Piege 
07:00— Le Journal 
07:15—Fen&reSur 

LUNDI 

05JO — Les Aventuriers de 
L'espace 

06:00 — Omnisciences 
06:30 — Maguy 
07 KM) — Le Journal 
07:15 — Magazine Sportif 

MARDI 

05 JO — Le Monde Sous-Marin 
06:00 — Beaumanoir 
07:00 —Le Journal 
07:15—Variety . 


MERCREDI 

05:30— Ordy 

06K)0 — Le Vagabond des Mers 

07:00 — Le Journal 

07:15— Le Journal de 

L'Histoire 

JEUDI 

05 JO — Surprise Sor Prise 
07:00 — Le journal 
07:15 — Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

05 JO — Le Monde est & Vous 
07:00 — Le Journal 
07:15—Orient Snr Seine 


German tourists visit Wadi Rum and Petra 


A GROUP of German tourists 
crossed 50 kilometers inside Wadi 
Rum Desert in what seemed to be 
an exciting and interesting trip. 

Speaking on behalf of the 13 
German tourists. Gisela Harold 
said. "We came to Jordan to visit 
and tour the country. We had only 
heard of Petra before we came, 
but then discovered there were 
many places we could visit. In our 
14-day trip, we visited the Roman 
Amphitheater. Jerash. the Dead 


Sea and many other places. I must 
say we really felt the kindness and 
hospitality we received and we 
enjoyed eating Arabic food." 

She added. "We were impressed 
by the way Bedouins lead their 
lives in Petra—its simplicity, the 
quietness away from civilization 
and its diseases. The most impor¬ 
tant part of our trip was spending 
five days traveling on the backs of 
camels across Wadi Rum Desert. 
The scenery was beautiful, the 


mountains reached high in the sky 
and the moon shined in the quiet¬ 
ness of the desert We went 50 
kilometers inside the desert, stop¬ 
ping to rest during the night in 
bedouin tents and traveling during 
the day." 

Although the tourists had a 
great time, they complained of the 
din and garbage in the diving 
areas in the Red Sea and the 
streets of Aqaba. 

Mr Basel Swaiha, Director of 


Alwadi for Travel and Tourism 
said for the company that orga¬ 
nized the trip, it was a most suc¬ 
cessful tour and the first of its 
kind in Jordan. He added that it 
allowed the tourists to get away 
from the civilization of the 20th 
century to live a life of placidness, 
the Bedouin way. ■ 


Tile First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
- room...!_ 


CYPRUS AIRWAYS 

Cyprus Airways announces its two weekly 
flights from/to Larnaca as part of its winter 
schedule effective 5 November 1993 as follows: 


Recommended Listenings{ 
SLAYER: 

SEASONS IN THE 
ABYSS 

• 

ONE OF the pioneering Metal bands to deal with extreme 
evil, is Slayer, who has been a major influence on tterie- 

velopmenl of thrash, speed and death metal. ...- 

Slayer remains one of Heavy Metal's more concept- 
oriented 
bands with a 
dark-ratured 
style contain¬ 
ing morbid 
descriptions, 
and the notion 
of society's 
corrosion and 
disintegration. 


track is the 
most promi¬ 
nent song on 


which carries 


black feeling 
of this band. 

As gloomy as 
its name sug¬ 
gests, Seasons 
In The Abyss 
starts with a 
decisive, dis¬ 
torted music 
play that sets 
the mood of 

the song. The • 

intro files, giving way to the strumming of a hon- 
distorted guitar that reflects a calm and fearful mood. This 
is then followed by the bass and drums, only, to be dis¬ 
turbed by a number of short, controlled bursts of distor¬ 
tion building up to reveai the song's core. 

The band has maintained their old style, a style which 
affected music in the mid-eighties. This is clearly beard in 
War Ensemble, where bass drum and snare drum ore 
played at high speed, accompanied by guitars and bass. 

Dead Skin Mask has a slow, repetitious striking of gui¬ 
tar strings that leaves the listener lost in Slayer’s turmoil 
of evil. 

Expendable Youth and Skeletons 
af Society tackle political and social 
problems with a Metal attitude—cut 
attitude that conceives everything 
to be wrong. Then there is the vio¬ 
lent Temptation, with mosic resem¬ 
bling a chase scene m a horror mo¬ 
vie. 

Mature, message-filled music and 
the denouncing of mindless thrash¬ 
ing all contribute to the artistic fin¬ 
gerprint of Slayer. 

This is a must bny for Metal lis¬ 
teners. Though that doesn't mean that a regular music lis¬ 
tener can't give it a by. Whether you like it or not, it will 
surely be -a -memorable- experience. And PLEASE! Do 
not look for hidden messages or listen to the album back¬ 
wards! 

AMJADABUL HUDA 


Other Windows 


Slayer 

Seasons In The Abyss 


5e«onj bribe Abyss 


TOP VIDEO RENTALS 

1. Unforgiven XUniBtstwoodG^ 
Hackman. Warner Home Video IK- 

2. The Crying Game.StephenKea.- 
Jaxe Davidson. Live Home Video 

tRT-1992) - 

3. Malcolm X, Detael 

Warner Home Video (PG-13-1992) 

4. Home Alone 2. Macaulay Culkm, 
Joe Pesci, FoxVideo (PG-1992) 

5. A Few Good Men. Tom Cruise, • 
Jack Nicholson, Columbia TriSwr 
Home Video IR-1992) ■ ■ 

6. The Bodyguard. Kevin Cosmer. 
Whitney Houston, Warner Home 
Video (R-1992) 

7. Scent of a Woman, Al Pacino. 
Chris O'Donnell, Universal Home 
Video (R-I992) 

g. Brain Stoker's Dracuh. Gary 
Oldman. Anthony Hopkins, Colum¬ 
bia TriSiar Home Video (R-1992) 

9. Forever Young. Mel Gibson. 

Warner Home Video (PG-1992). 

10. Lorenzo's OIL Nick Noire. Susan 

Sarandon, Universal Home Video 
(PC-J3-J992) : - 

TOPPOP ALBUMS 

L Sleepless in Seattle- Soundtrack. 

Epic . . 

2. Black Sunday. Cypress mm. 

Ruffhouse 

3. Zooropa. U2 .’bland 

4. Janet.. Janet Jackson. Virgin 

5. Promises and Lies. UB-10. Virgin 
.6. Core. Stone Temple Pilots. Atlan¬ 
tic - ■ 

7. Get 8 Grip, Aero smith. Geffcn 

8. Blind Melon, Blind Melon. Capi- 

tol , , 

9. The Bodyguard. Sound truck. 

Arista . 

10. Unplugged-nod Seated, Bad 
Swart, Warner Bros. : 

TOP COUNTRY ALBUMS 

1. A Lot About Livin’, Alan Jack- 
[son, Arista-; 

2. It Won’t Be the Last, Billy Ray 
Cyrus, Mercury - 

3. No Time to Kill, Clint Black. RCA 

4. Tell Me Why, Wynqnna, Curb 

5. Life’s, a Dance, John. Michael 
Montgomery. Atlantic 

6. Pure Country. George Strait, 
MCA' ‘ 

7. It’s Your Call Rebd-McEmire. 

MCA ; ;.. fc \ 

8. Some Gave AU, Billy Ray Cyrus, 
Mercury 


9 . Hard Working Man. 

Dunn, Liberty ■ _ -of 

10. This Time. Dwight loaksm. % 

prise 

TOP POP SINGLES-:;;:: 

l Can’t Help FaifingiaL^tf 

Virgin > 

z Tm Gonna Be, The Praedatyep, 

Chrysalis kV." f-. ’V 

3. Whoomp!. Tag Team, Uw ... 

4. Lately, Jaded. MCA 

5 . If 1 Had No loots Torhf jxmit 
Tone! Mercury 

6. Slam. Onyx. Chaos \-rv- 

7. Dreamlover. Mariah Carey, Co¬ 
lumbia 

8. Weak. SWV. EaslWest.. - 

9. IL Janet Jackson. Virgin 

10. Runaway Train. Soul Asylum, 

Columbia .. .- . 

17^="=-' '- 


Sometimes the best advice youcaa. 

give someone is none at all. 

® + * > 

We wouldn’t have nearly as much 
strife in the world if we paid no atten¬ 
tion to what other people were doing 
or saying. 

* -* * 

Make every day enough in itself.' 

• * * * 

Sometimes a small gesture is 
enough to soothe a small hurt. 

* *' « 

. Greed and nithlessness are consid¬ 
ered to be deplorable qualities, yet we 
admire and imitate men and women 
who have succeeded on the basis of 
those traits. 

■ •*.-**. 

Everyone has troubles: the trick is 
not to brood about misfortune be¬ 
cause that only serves to prolong it. 


T . Wide is the gulf between wishes ; 
and reality. 

- - *'•* • 

Curiosity should be the first and 
last passion of human beings. • 

* * * ■ 

If you’re feeling useless, try to 
lighten the burden of someone else. 

CIWJ. Tribune Motel Serviced 


ICI disaster of Mexico 

Desperate victims 
justice abroac 


Date 


aitt U 

• *» • v*.* 


. 

:Vr:-Africa J&.y.?:’- 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


LARNACA 20,10 AMMAN 21,35 


AMMAN 11,40 LARNACA 13,15 


Date 


SUNDAY 


SUNDAY 


LARNACA 18,15 AMMAN 19,40 


AMMAN 20,25 LARNACA 22,10 


For reservations and information call your travel agent or 
general sales agent/Jordan; , 

PETRA TRAVEL & TOURISM CO 
PETRATOURS 


Amman-Tel. 668193 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


The British Airways 
Theatre at The 
Forte Grand Amman 

Present 

Nuree Dawn 
' Porter 

Alfred 

Marks 

Bill 

Fellows 

Melissa 

Palmer 

"FILLS THE 
THEATRE 
WITH THE 
SOUND OF 
LAUGHTER” 4&> 

Sunday Express 
Designed by 


By Michael Tangeman 

AFTER TWO years of failing to 
win compensation in Mexico, vic¬ 
tims of a 1991 disaster at a pesti¬ 
cide plant bave taken their battle 
to a US court, filling a lawsuit 
agains t chemical giants IE Dupont 
and ICI. 

The 3 May 1991 accident was at 
the Anaversa pesticide plant in a 
densely populated, working-class 
neighborhood in Cotdoba. east of 
Mexico City. An electrical short 
circuit was blamed for a fire and 
explosions which produced a 
cloud of chemical-laden smoke 
that covered surrounding neigh¬ 
borhoods. 

Some 295 people were immedi¬ 
ately treated at health clinics for 


smoke inhalation and pesticide in¬ 
toxication. 

A preliminary Anaversa inven¬ 
tory taken immediately after the 
accident showed that some 18,000 
litres (lb) of the insecticide metb- 
ylparathion. 8,000 hr of die herbi- - 
ride paraquat, 3,000 ltr of the her¬ 
bicide 2, 4-D and 1,500 ltr of the 
pesticide pentachlorophenol. were 
among chemicals spilled. 

Company official Luis Quijano 
Corona claimed that 85% of the. 
spilled chemicals remained on the 
Anaversa premises. But volunteer 
firemen pumped thousands of gal¬ 
lons of water onto the chemical 
blaze, which washed a yellowish 
ooze of diluted chemicals onto 
surrounding streets. ' 

Neighbors were Left to clean the 



-pesticide residues - from their' 
homes and streets wi& bo protec¬ 
tive clothing or special equipment, 
says Ross Romero Ac Morales, 
who lives across from the site. 
"The authorities didn't give any in¬ 
structions other titan to wash 
everything.-. 

The Anaversa plant was closed 
and the company fined US 
$78,000* later reduced to half on 
appeaLThe fine wa^matched with 
■money from the Veracruz^ state 
government and placed in a ftust 
filial ' for. victims, ..but more: than 
two years have elapsed with no 
disbursement of the funds. . 

- The lawsuit charges thartbe ac-: 
rident killed two -children- Israel 
Calles Sierra, a OTuycar-old boy 
whose 1 bouse was' covered- with 
chemical-laden ash fronf the fire, 
died after a : cyst. on Tiis eyelid 
turned, into a mafigaant -growth 
that spread inside Ins eye.and.pen-. 
etrated his brain tissue: Two-year- 
old Naiicy Colorado' Fancbez died 
of acme lyrapboblastic le^enua. 

. . Dr Jcage de Lebrv.a member of 
the National Autonomous Univer¬ 
sity's medical faculty : in Mexico'. 
Qty, treated many of-the victims. : 


points to. mi abnormal incidence of 
birth defects.. 

According to. De Leon, of 20 in¬ 
fants delivered in recent months, 
six deformities have been detect¬ 
ed. hi the most recent case a baby 
girl was born without a left hand, 
and forearm. 

- Epidemiological studies ordered 
by. the government’s National Hu-, 
man Rights Commission are still 
being carried out by the federal 
Public Health Secretariat. But fed-, 
eral.hea&h officials say that pre¬ 
liminary results show no empirical, 
evidence finking the Anaversa dis¬ 
aster to any of the reported illness, 
or deaths. Until such finks are def-_. 
irately es t ablished, Cordoba city -, 
officials who currently control the' 
mist fund have said that no claims- 
for compensation will be recog-. 
nised and no money disbursed to 
victims. 

Rosalind Huerta, a former Vera¬ 
cruz state congresswoman and - 
president of the local association,- 
for aid to victims, said the plain¬ 
tiffs bypassed the Mexican judicial 
system because of what she 1 
charged is a “very strong alliance-" ’ 
between Mexican government, 
agencies, arid Agricultural National- - 
de Veracruz, the parent corpora-/; 
tiou of the now-defunct Anaversa. :/ 

"The official health sector’s wf' 
iusal to recognise any link be- 
tween the accident and subsequent 
health problems undermines our 1 
credibility m a Mexican court,.";; 
she said. 

frustrated by failure to win' 
compensation in Mexico, the yic-_ 
Dms have sued in a court in Texas 
undeF the.Texas Open Forum Acl 


I 

•;-S 


In addition to complaints of rifibn-' ^ ' Thjs allows li ngan on against com* 


' ic- dizziness, nausea -and - laad- 
wr-hes, new..' cfihica] evidence 


CANADIAN .. IMMIGRA¬ 
TION obtain an immigrant visa 
for yourself anti. your, dram- 
dents by 'investing _ SCDN 
250,000 for 5 yeais pr'by quali¬ 
fying under Sra'Employed- or 
Entrepreneur categories .of the' 
Canadian Government B usiness 
Immigration; Program. ..Call or 

write CNeale Assoriaies Lirai^ 

ed,l656 Robic Sbm;-Halifax, 
Nova SoctiaB3H 3E7, Canada. 
Tel (902) !885r3364; ; Fax>(902V 
885-3171 (24 hours);' 


paries which- do_ business in a US' 

- - state, regardless of whether they 
maintain offices there, according . 

; to Benton Mussjewhite* the Hous-V 
-.oon-based l awyer f b r tire twelve ; 

• victims. Mussfe white’ also tkS^~ 

• diat in the USi such cases are tried 

by a ju ry .wh ich tends to result in- 
greater- compensation for victims. 
The Mexican legal. system does '• 
not include trial by'jury in soch’ J 'T 
cases. ^ ; 

. -Tbe-suit is ^aiast the Mexican - 
. .agncultural chemical. company 
. ABC and Agriatinua Nacional, as ~ 
' ■ &ras from Which-.. -. 

'. mey bought chemical.products for 
■yJnK plant,. Dupont and.' IQ. The ' 
isoqjectcd togb.t© aprelimi--; 

•••-■* '••• yea pAN(S :: 


ROVAIJORDANIAN 


H AIRWAYS 


Produced by 
Derek Niro mo 


i ('l)H!!';'!/ fli! 

KEN LUDWIG 


• Directed by 

IAN TALBOT 


Shmeisani/close to Commodor Hotel, 
Tel:670493/670449 Fax 681402 
Amman/J ordan 


Peibra Tours 


28th-t 29th. and 30Gl Oct. 1993 at 7:30 pm. - 
Price per person: JO 25/- all inclusive. 

For reservation, please cafl 696511 Box Office Ext. 6009. 


GRAM 


FOR SALE ; , 

r Cffl^erdat shops located in. Abdali: - 

two; -: 

entr&ices aitfa6jnain street, three ones inside 
"thelnuJduig, and an attic. Suitable for an auto 
y\showroom; a supermarket, a commeicial 
buieawi a travel^agency. inspection at preniises 
■ ; For^;niqre information call oh 648993 


Wij-.-rfciSj 


























































THE STAR11 

i; 

Royal Cultural Centre.. 661026/7 
American Centre Library. 820101 

g2SS , ! ,nc * L . 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre..,. 637009 ' 

wxrtiie Institute..'.. 641993 

Russian Cultural Centre.. 641158 
Spanish Cultural Centre .. 624049 
Turkish Cultural Centre... 639777 

Haya Aits Centre..... 665195 

City.667181/5 

Y.W.M.A. 664251 


14 OCTOBER 1993 




Nabil A1 Mashini Theatre..675571 
Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre.625155 

Concoid . 677420 

Plaza . 699238 

Philadelphia__634144 

Sports Clubs 

A1 Hussein Sports City..... 667181 

Orthodox Club..._. 810491 

Royal Automobile Club... 815410 

Royal Shooting Club. 736572 

Royal Chess dub.. 673713 


Diary 




l> ♦llllliMV/- “ 

t/tj 




To book your Advertisement oa the Electronic Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. 
Please call 685311 - Ext 71 


fr.i.- Kt v-.y. . 1 V*! • ;l 


The Prime Ministry/TeL 641211 
Foreign Affairs TeL 644361 
Interior Ministry TeL 663111 
Finance Tel. 636321 
Public Health TeL 665131 
Education & Higher Education Tel. 669181 
Justice TeL 663101 
Planning TeL 644466 
Public Weds £ Housing Tel. 668481 
Municipalities & Environment Tel. 641393 
Industry & TiadeTeL 663191 
| Supplies TeL 602121 
, Awqaf & Islamic AffaiisTeL 666141 


Dr 


Agriculture Tel 686151 

Labour Tel 698186 

Social Development TeL 673191 

Transport TeL 641461 

Post & Communications TeL 624301 

Information Tel 641467 

Water £ Irrigation Td 680100 

Energy £ Mineral Resources TeL 815615 

Culture / Jabal Amman TeL 636391 

Youth / University Td. 604701 

Parliamentary Affairs TeL 641211 

Tourism £ Antiquities TeL 642311 


[ Algerian. 641271/2 

Australian.._.673246/7 

Austrian Embassy.644635 

Bahrain....-..664148/9 

Belgian .675683 

Bulgarian.818151 

Canadian —...666124 

Chilean. 823360 

Cyprus Honorary Cons.677559 

Czechoslovakian .665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.603703 

Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 

French .641273/4 

German.689351 

Greek.-671331/2 

Hungarian. 815614 

Indian. 637262 

Indonesian-.828911 

Iraqi. 1639331 

Italian..638185 

Consulate Gen. Ireland..... 625632 

Consulate of Iceland_698851 

Consulate of Sir Lanka.645312 

Japanese. 672486/7 

Kuwaiti..675135/8 

Libyan. 693101/3 

Lebanese . 641381 

Moroccan .641451 

Netherlands....637967/625165 

New Zealand Consulate 636720 

North Korean . 666349 

Norwegian Consulate_827926 

Omani.686155' 

Pakistani...622787 

Palestine...677517 

People’s Rep. of China.....666139 

Phillipines. 645161 

Polish —. 637153 

Qatari .682666 

Romanian.„..:..667738 

Russian . 641158 

Saudi Arabian.814154/6 

South Korean .-...660745/6 

Spanish . 614166/9 

Sudanese. 644251/2 

Swedish ..-.669177/9 

Swiss.686416/7 

Syrian... 641076 

Taiwan..—. 671530 

Tunisian.674307/8 

Turkish .641251 

U.A.E. .643347/643341 

United Kingdom..823100 

United States of America.,820101 

Yemen.642381 

EEC Delegation. 668191 

ESCWA.:.694351/8 

1CRC.— 688645 

UNDP/WFP.1.668171/7 


■ 11 I 1 < >r. r, ; « , 


UNESCO.606559 


i Alyemda(Air yemenV.653691 

Aeroflot.. 641510 

Air Canada.....630879 

Air France-.666055 / 667824 

Air India .-.688301/2 

Air Lanka .. 682140 

Aliralia. 625203 

American Air lines- _669068 

Arab Wings-..894484 

Adria Airways...667029 

Austrian AirIines..63738(V667028 

Balkan Airlines_665909 

British Airways..641430 

British Midland_694802 

China Airlines.. 636232 

Cathay Pacific. 628596 

Cyprus Airways.667028 

Egypt Air. 630011 

EnuralesAiriines...643341 

Gulf Air.......653613 

Hungarian Airlines.622275 

Iberia-637827/644036 

Iran Air—... 622826 

Japan Airlines . 630879 

K.L.M . .622175 

Korean Airlines... 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines.... 643831/2 

Lufthansa... 601744 

Malaysian Airline.639575/653446 

M.EA. 636104 

Olympic.- 630125/638433 

PIA . 625981 

Philippine Airlines-_ 640200 

Polish Airlines... 625981 

Qantas-641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian_ 678321 

Saudia—__ 639333 

Scandinavian Airlines ...604499 

Singapore Airlines... 676177 

Sudan Airlines.. 694501 

Swiss Air (G.S.A.)659791/641906 

USADt.694801/2 

Syrian Air.. 622147 

TAROM- Ro manian .637380 

Thai Airways..637195 

Trans World Airline_623430 

TUrkish Airlines __659102 

Yemeni a Airways_628175 

Yugoslav Airlines_604911 

Queen Alia Airport (08)53200 


Aqaba Hotels 


Al-Cazar....314131 

Aqaba-314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel.-.316636 

Aquamarina 1.316250 





I AI Andalusiah...606821 

Ai Barakeh... 687988 

Al-Jabal...606669 

Al-Labadi _ 813554 

Al-Rimal.—.-.639861 

Al-Saraer.771707 

Al-Waha . 674105 

Amin Jarrar.... 670498 

Amman.... 666327 

Arabian... 641350 

Avis... 699420 

Budget___ 604230 

De’as. 669970 

Dirani . 660601 

Europcar .. 601350/80 

General Services....674100 

Hertz (lnt‘1. sales!. 694802 

Kada .665161/665153 

i NationaL.....639197/8 

Nebo... 816792 

Petra... 605501 

Sahara... 694883 

Satelite...625767/621471 

Shakhshic....668958 

Star.. 604904 

Swan NationaL. 694882 
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Folklore Museum: Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old. Also 
mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Ro¬ 
man Theatre, Amman. Opening 
hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. year 
roundQosed Tuesdays. Tel: 
651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Mu¬ 
seum: Has an excellent collection 
of the antiquities of Jordan. Jabal 
Al-Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Opening 
hours: 9 a.m - 5 p.m.). Closed 
Tuesdays. Tel: 638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, ce¬ 
ramics, and sculptures by contem¬ 
porary Islamic artists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a 
collection of paintings by 19th 
century Orientalist artists.Munta- 
zah. Jabal Welbdeh. Hours 10 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Closed Tues¬ 
days. TeL 630128. 
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6 4 5 3 8 0 


Algeria....... 

Argentina..-... 

Buenos Aires 1 

Australia.. 

Adelaide 8 
Brisbane? 

Canberra 62 
Melbourne 3 
Ptirth 9 
Sydney 2 


Austria...... 

43 

Vienna 222 

Bahrain. ...... 

.. 973 

Belgium.. .-. 

.... 32 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 

Brazil.-.-.-.. 

.J5 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
BrazilIia6I 

.. 359 

Sofia 2 

Haneda.. ..... 

...... 1 


Ottawa 613 

Chile___ 

Santiago 2 

Cyprus... 

Nicosia 21 

Czechoslovakia.__ 

Prague 2 

De nmark .......__ 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Ecuador........ 

Quito 2 

Egypt.— --— 

Cairo 2 

Dubiin 1 
Cork 21 

Finland...___ 

Helsinki 0 

France__ 

Paris 1 


/"L'c ■’■■ 


..... 

> -J 


Amman 

rnjtt Minfin 


665186 

Amra --- 

... 815071 

Crown.-..._ 

Commodor.. 

_798181 

.....665181 

Forte Grand-. 

Grand Palace.- . 

.... 696511 
... 661121 
641361 

International_- 

..841712/3 

Jerusalem _ - 

607121 

Marriott.__ _- 

... 607607 

Middle East.4- 

.1. 667150 

Regency .. 

-..660000 


... 813801 

Tvche . 

_667114 

U _ 1 


Sf-ii-.- r -'f: 

*. •j-V.r 
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Germany W. 

Bonn 288 

Greece__ 

Athens/Pirseus 1 

Hungary.. 

Budapest 1 
India.. 

Banglore 812 

New Delhi 11 
Bombay 22 


..91 


And all cities with area codes be¬ 
ginning with 1,23A5.6,7, & 8. 

Indonesia..... 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy.39 

Rome 6 

Iraq.964 

Baghdad 1 

Japan. ..81 

Tokyo 3 

Kenya..254 

Nairobi 2 

Kuwait...965 

Korea.... 82 

Seoul 2 

Libya.. 218 

Tripoli 21 

Lebanon.961 

Beirut I 

Malaysia.. 60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

Mexico.52 

Mexico City 5 

Morocco....212 

Fez 6 
Rabai7 

Netherlands. 31 




Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

North Yemen..967 

AI Bayda 6 
Hodeidah 3 
Sanaa 5 
Taiz4 

Nigeria.-.234 

Lagos 1 

Norway.47 

Oslo 2 

Oman. 968 

Pakistan... 92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabod 51 

Paraguay..595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru.51 

Lima 14 

Philippines.63 

Manila 2 

Poland..48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar..974 

Romania..40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia.966 

AI-Khobar 3 
AI-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain- 34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 


Marbella 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka..94 

Colombo I 

Sudan.249 

Khanoum 11 

Sweden. 46 

Stockholm 8 

Syria.. 963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.SS6 

Taipei 2 

Thailand..66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia..216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey. 90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul 1 

UAE...971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
AI Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras AI Khaimah 77 
Shaijah 6 

Umm AI Quwain 6 

UK..44 

London (inner 71/ouler 81) 

Uruguay.598 

Montevideo 2 

USA.. 1 

New York 212/718 
Washington 202 

USSR.7 

Moscow 095 

Venezuela. 58 

Caracas 2 

Yugoslavia..38 


USAir 

LJSAir begins with you 


For information 
& reservations: 

« 694-801 


Jordan'sleading 
economic, 
newsletter. • 

——*-" **■• * 1 1 1 - - Published by- 

Info-Media. 

Call 652-380 
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Eastern Barbecue 
Quick Service 


824620 


Amman 

International Hotel 

& 9 * 

I - 

. ~ S' ip & 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our special styles and 
taste levels. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for your reservations call 
639197 


/la 


53E535 ElEKI 


1 Rest 

Tel 841712/841713 


Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help yon 

24 HOURS A DAY 
Just Call:682097 
Our name says it ail 



our world of 
fragrance starts 
with a letter 


l or Kusyrv.uii'im call C.S?74(. 
.Slinici.ss.ini 


CHENA 

HOUSE 


I| I II Bm I 


Authentic 
Chinese dishes, 
frem an giaat re¬ 
gional cuisine 
styles ot China. 


Open daiy for 
lunch & dinner 

Miinrnn 

Jabal AI Hussein 
MWary ot Trade 
SJndLstnal Rd. 


a 


'SQOHB 

this letter will 
unravel itself to 
your immagination 




The ffcc-si £ SsesS 
Chinese KestturarLfi 


lsi Circle. JabafAmman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


trst choice 


F or re s e rvatio ns call (03) 3 J 663 6 
Fax (03) 318246 



- 1 T 1 __ 

1 
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Media Services International 

a Info-Media 


^ For all your publishing needs 


Newsletters, advertising, 
mail listings... 


Call 645-380 


Ai- Shami Bazaar & Gifts 

Oriental Souvenirs 
Hand Grafts, old silver, old carpets. 

Jabal Amman 3rd Circle, Infront Jordan InterContinental Hotel 
Tel: 648795 - P.O. Box 184379 
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Cola war threatens 
ivertisine revolution 



By Chris Hume 
Special to the Star 

LIFE WILL never be the same 
again lor Mr Favvzi Zeine. plant 
manager of the Jordan lee Co. 
which hold*, the Uvsl franchise for 
Pepsi Cola. After 30 \ ears during 
which Pepsi enjoyed a near 
monopoly of Jordan's soft drinks 
market, lie now faces the most in- 
tensely publicized challenge in 
' Jordanian commercial history: 
Coca-Cola has finally come to 
town. 

The Arab boycott <if companies 
which imded with Israel has Iradi- 
tionallv kept the ^ 

two cola giants at gsgggl ^/$£ 
arms length in f ffi? 
the Middle Ea>l. 

While Coca- 
Cola chose to 
do business in - 
Israel. Pepsi 
. had a free run 
throughout 
the “ Arab 
World. In 
' Jordan. 

Pepsi and its _:_— 

in-house 

'sisters 

Miranda. 7-Up and Team, were 
holding a market share of up to 9b 
- percent. claim Pepsi. But now that 
the boycott on soft drinks 
manufacturers ha.** lapsed, market 
shares are up for grabs. And with 
a total soft-drinks market in 
Jordan of over 2o million erutes-a- 
year (and rising i. percentage 
shares translate inlo big advertis¬ 
ing budgets. 

"They arc raiders.” complains 
Mr Zeine. ‘They raided TV with 
five or six advertisements a day " 
But the splash created h> Coke 
since it arrived in August has «ei a 
new model for product advertising 


ir Jordan, and Pepsi know they 
will h.ue io keep tabs on Coke if 
they are to nuiniam their market 
lead. 

The Pepsi plant on the Zerqo 
Highway hj** the feel of a well- 
established family firm. Over at 
the headquarters of the Coca-Cola 
Bottling Co. of Jordan (CCBJi 
there i> a more conscious attempt 
lu foster it ’corporate Coke’ image. 
Their first priority i> t«» introduce 
the name of Coca-Cola to a public 
for witom Pepsi’ is the generic 
term for ‘cola.’ 

“People are used to the word 










Pepsi." 

acknowledges Mr flamed Khatib 
advertising and marketing 
manager al CCBJ. "When they 
want to ask for a soft drink they 
sav Pepsi: but if you give them a 
Pepsi they will say they want a 
Coca-Cola.’ 

He is confident this will be a 
shoo term obstacle. CCBJ has 
adopted a hard-sell tactic for the 
launch of Coca Cola in Jordan 
specifically to effect consumer 
brand differentiation. The goal, 
says Mr Khatib. is for the public 
u> recognise Coca-Cola "by the 
name, by the shape, by the colour 
of the tin." 

Pepsi's Mr Zeine is more 


sceptical of the prospects for United 
inculcating brand loyalty in and grz 
Jordan. "Unfortunately. our Meai 
consumer is not fussy." he says. impose 
"He will take whatever is intro- use ol 
duced to him. We used to have a techniq 
competitor culled Viva, but when sexual 
the consumer asked for Pepsi and biy s fo 0 
the retailer gave him Viva the censon 
consumer would drink it without believe 
differentiating." j ls fa n , 

This is not necessarily bad nows j, 
for Pepsi. Mr Zeine is quietly MrZeii 
optimistic that, in the short term at Bass' 
least, the huge Coke campaign directoi 

will rebound to Pepsi's advantage. in „ 
When a Coke advertisement c j|j m s 

appears on TV. he argues, the 

viewer is likely to open a Pepsi. market. 

Other sources within the Pepsi 
network agree: they expect 
competition to expand the 
relatively underdevel- j&r 
oped local market to the />)'/ jfe 

benefit of the current />/ 
market leader — /..$•? u-f jtj&a 

Pepsi- . . m 

This is ; in part a v-;j 

practical issue. CCBJ 
has launched its prod- 
uei in disposable cans 
which are easy to distribute and 
have enabled Coca-Cola to compar 
achieve an immediate market employ 

penetration. Yet the Jordanian succcs: 

consumer is accustomed to theexc 
purchasing lov.-cost returnable five fra 

bottles and for the moment Pepsi Ftgu 

still monopolizes this section of dispute 

the market. However, that too will sales s 

change in I he new year if Coke’s divulgt 

plans for the introduction of project 
returnable bottles runs on up-bca 

schedule. have g 

Nor may Pepsi's political sales c 

advantage as the brand which Pepsi s 

refused *to do business with Israel Coke c 

hold up for long. The younger canned 

generation whom both Pepsi and three p 

Coke are targeting are likely to also p 

have more positive images of the Coke's 


United Stales than their fathers 
and grandfathers. 

Meanwhile, local conditions 
impose certain constraints on the 
use of inltmaiional advertising 
techniques: even marginally 
sexual imageiy receives predicta¬ 
bly short shrift from Jordanian TV 
censors. In any event, Pepsi 
believe their product sells well on 
its fundamentals: “It’s refreshing, 
ir tastes good, and it's cheap," says 
Mr Zeine. 

Basse m Dajani, managing 
director of Coca-Cola's advertis¬ 
ing agency Al Quds Iniermaifcet, 
claims Coke’s strategy is being 
tailored specifically to the local 
market Yet for the moment both 



companies seem content to 
employ Arabized versions of 
successful US commercials—with 
the excision of alt unduly provoca¬ 
tive frames. 

Figures for market shares are 
disputed almost as body as street 
sales and no one is anxious to 
divulge their commercial 
projections. But CCBJ are making 
up-beat noises and claim they 
have gained majority share in the 
sales of canned cola. Sources at 
Pepsi say CCBJ's launch has won 
Coke only some 24 percent of the 
canned-drink sales, or less than 
three percent of total sales. Pepsi 
also point to the example of 
Coke's 1990 Lebanon launch 


Palestinian soccer 
home at last 


ANYONE WOULD hat* hecn 
hard-pressed to compete with the 
meteoric rise of Mahmoud Jarrad 
in Palestinian soccer, according to 
TV?** Jcrusr.lt'in Post. Three weeks 
ago. Jarrad was playing in relative 
obscurity for his local Nablus 
side. Last Friday he became an 
Arab sports star, scoring the win¬ 
ning goal for I he Palestinian repre¬ 
sentative team in its 1-0 exhibition 
victory against the Variety Club 
of France side at the Jericho sports 
ground. 

" m leaflets pasted around the 
town, the fixture was billed as The 
Stale of Palestine against a team 
of former French internationals. 
The match program -ported a pho¬ 
tograph of Yasser Arafat along¬ 
side French President Francois 
Mitterrand. Inside the sudium. 
PLO fljgs were waxed in abun¬ 
dance. as the Pa lest i in.in national 
anthem. BiLiJi followed the play¬ 
ing of Li AAir.M■;//<;;>< . A good- 
humored crowd of around I room 
packed the small stadium to burst¬ 
ing point, const am I\ -pilling over 
onto the grass less pitch, which 
resembled a du-i bowl in ibe and 
Jericho heat 

After a delay of over 30 min¬ 
utes. the pitch was Urulh cleared 
of fans jnd the game commenced. 
The Palestinian-, in then Mnp of 
while shirt' with red trimmings, 
black short- and green -neks, pres¬ 
surized the visitors tot most o| iho 
first hall 

The French, led by the gre.il 
Miehcl Plaini. includeJ a num¬ 
ber of veteran stars of the J 
French national team ihai ines- £& 
merited audiences worldwide egg 
in the |u$Us. Plalmi and ^ 
Alain Girosse showed 
some touches of their 
former brilliance, but Sjb$3f&£:- 
attract ixe soccer was aj a&gg feei 
virtually impossible Jg6||§||^3 
due to ihe pure play- 
ing surface. As the 
match wore on. the 
younger Palestinian 
side began to dewni- 
nate play. 

The Palestinians 
won 1-0. us Arad 
clinched the win- 
nine goal in the JjgSsff 
78th minute, beat- vSffigSP xg 
ing the French MxSw 
goalkeeper to a 
long pass inlo the 
area, then cools 
blasting the hall 
into the net with «£■ 

stranded on v| 

edge of the pen- tk 

ally box. The f J 

gqal was the signal 
for another pitch invasion and a 
chorus of horns echoed around the 
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ground. 

Few supporters seemed axxjre 
iliar the French side would be 
playing an Israeli veterans team 
ihe t«•Mowing day. For rr.osi tans 
lliv game marked ailoUkr step 
towards statehood before televi¬ 
sion nev-s cameras which beamed 
the event across ilic world. 

"We are playing because it is a 
historical day Thi* show, there i- 
real peace ami there should he ra* 
strikes." aJJed Mt Say el Said, a 
soccer trainer trom B^thle- 

sjjd me 




because 

’■ France i> 
:'•? ,tvl ju-l rec- 
ouni/ingthe 
PI O. but our 

Spectators 

r '*’ silt,id on walls, 

on lop of plastic 
chairs and or. the 
roofs of nearby build- 
cgngxra- ines to gel a better 
v iew of the soccer field 
through the haze of dust. 
On the same field next to a 
Jericho girls’ school. Palestini¬ 
ans in Mav welcomed back 30 


long-term PLO depor- ! 
tee-, in what was sensed { 
by many as a turning j 
point. I 

The Palestinian socecr 
lean;, a selection of 
players chosen as much 
for their talent as their 
regional distribution, 
transformed the Paleslin- j 
iar. red. white, green and 
bLek flag. With stylish 
red stripes half way 
across their white shirts, 
black 'hons and green i 
vocks. ail that was left of | 
the PLO fiay was the ! ^ 

color- j 

Bui there w no doubt i ? r 
of the political import. Al j 
Shot-rri.. the Gaza news¬ 
paper sold at the stadium. | 
showed Arafat and Prcsi- l 
dent Franeoi> Mitterrand |. -. 
side by side over a dove |js s 
of peace and the slogan jf' Y 
"Vive Palestine.’ Vive 
France.’ 

Jericho merchants took full 
advantage of the game. Outside 
the ground, vendors peddle J hot 
!u! beans anj labunsh in pilia 
bread. Others sold flags and hats 
decorate J in national colors 
together with posters of Arafat. 
One vcnJor was doing a brisk 
trade Ss’lling enamel key fobs with 
the PLO emblem, including one 
showing the PLO flag covering 
the border* of Israel. 

Tnc game was delayed by 30 
minutes because spectators 
stormed the lie Id to touch the 
players, giving rise to fears that 
the crowd might run out of con¬ 
trol. But when the players walked 
off. crowd oreanizers. some 




^c: 


dressed in military fatigues, 
pushed the spectators back with 
nighrsiicks. 

In Jerusalem Friday, opposition 
groups marked the anniversary of 
the Temple Mount deaths with the 
protest meeting in the Muslim 
quarter of the Old City. Yester¬ 
day. the 70th month since the /nri- 
fada began, there wanvidespread 
observance of the monthly com¬ 
mercial strike. ■ 
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where, they say. Coke won an 
initial share of almost 20 percent- 
with an enormous advertising 
campaign but soon slipped back 
to a less irepressive 10 percent. 
Coca-Cola head office in Cyprus 
preferred not to comment upon 
the success of their campaign in 
Lebanon. 

In fact, the only subject on 
which Pepsi and Coca-Cola seem 
unequivocally agreed is that 
competition win be beneficial in 
raising Jordanian production and 
advertising standards.. 

"People have noticed the'heavy 
advertising by Coke and Pepsi 
and everyone wants to do what 
we have done," says Mr Zeine. 
"We’re not used to competition.” 
he admits, "and there will defi¬ 
nitely be more things to leam 
from Coke... But it’s driving our 
people to do their best all the 
time." 

"Jordan's growing up very fast." 
adds Mr Khatib. "Advertising is 
growing up very fast. People are 
more open to the West. They have 
new ideas every day." 

And competition cuts both 
ways.-Since zbe arrival of Cake in 
the Arab World, Pepsi has -set up 
shop in Israel 
and now has 

market’ share 

have*gained the 
i&P 1 Wf initiative in the 
advertising war in 
Jordan. "Every time a Coca-Cola 
commercial comes on everyone 
just rushes to chc TV or the 
radio." says Mr Khatib. "I think 
that's effectiveness." 

But Pepsi is preparing its reply. 
Mr Zeine is not giving details 
away but he says Pepsi’s reply 
will be "enormous— incomparable 
to anything we've done before... 
We have a lot of surprises for our 
competitors." 

And ultimately, he says, the 
business of advertising generates 
its own momentum. 

"We don't want to let our 
consumers down. We don't want 
to be perceived as a small 
company. You have to spend 
because you're big." ■ 


BY Daya Kishan Thnssu 

BY APPARENT coincidence, on 
the eve of Britain's annual arms 
trade jamboree, the British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
launched a major ten-pan series on 
the history of warfare. While the 
history of war and weapons was 
being broadcast to the world in 
polite BBC tones. British arms 
salesmen were flogging modem 
instruments of death to eager 
generals and strategic experts. 

• <Mwe: than-1-50-British defense 
CQrflpahi4h" exhibited^ibeifF j ($ft!5l 
products at the 1993 Royal Navy 
and British Army Equipment 
Exhibition in Aldershot, England. 
Thousands of delegates, mostly 
from the developing world, 
attended the areas fair, organized 
by the Government's Defense 
Export Services Organisation. 

Away from the media spotlight, 
lucrative orders for new and soph¬ 
isticated weapons were bang 
placed. The mood was In contrast 
to last year's doom and gloom. 
"We are riding the crest of a 
wave," a senior defense ministry 
official was reported to have said. 

indeed the optimism in defense 
circles is warranted. According to 
official figures, Britain's defense 
exports rose by a record 50 
percent over last year despite the 
global decline in the arms trade. 
The major buyers have been Saudi 
Arabia. Malaysia and Indonesia. 

Overall the picture is of an 
industry fitter and leaner as a 
result of the contraction caused by 
the end of the Cold War and the 
demise of the Soviet Union—the 
largest supplier of conventional 
weapons in the 1980s. 

According to the latest annual 
report from the Stockholm Interna¬ 
tional Peace Research Institute 
(SIPRT), the global market in 
conventional arms shrunk by 35 
percent jn just one year from 1989 
to 1990 and by a further 25 
percent last year. 

Global defense spending in 1992 
fell by 15 percent, reflecting the 
halving of defense expenditure in 
one year by the former Soviet 
Union. Western governments have 
been scaling down their defense 
budgds^ asmedjsappearingjhreal_ 
coincided with severe recession. 

The league table to top arms 
exporters reflects these changes. 
The United States is still at the top, 
a position it achieved in 1991 as 
the largest anns-exporting 
country, accounting for 46 percent 
of the global trade. It is followed 
by the European Community with . 
26 percent of aU deliveries. Russia 
weighs in with U percent and 
China with eight percent. 

A new major player in the arms 
world is Germany. With reunifica¬ 
tion. SIPRI estimates that it is now 
tile third largest exporter of arms. 
Tn 1988 the Federal Republic was 
behind Britain and France. Now, 
arms - exports • from ' a united 
Germany are comparable with 
those of Russia-and considerably 
larger than either fiance's or Brit¬ 
ain's. 

With the slump in demand at 
home, arms manufacturers are. 
racing to expand markets abroad, . 
especially targeting former 
customers of the Soviet Union. 

Although global defense spend¬ 
ing has come down, it* rose in the 
Middle East and East Asia..- 
According to the SIPRI report, . 
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A§ Nprthera governments cut their defense budgets, 
arms companies are promoting exports to 
developing countries 


while Europe is 
still the biggest 
buyer with 36 
percent of total 
global purchases, 

Asia comes a- 
close second at 30 
percent, and the 
Middle East now 
buys 22 percent of 
all'weapons. 

The arms trade, 
faced with the 
challenge of the 
peace dividend, : 
received a huge 
boost from the 
Gulf War, despite 
later calls for arms 
controL 

In the Middle 
East—an area 
with - a potent 
combination of 
wealth. unrep¬ 
resentative gov¬ 
ernments and 
political instability 
—it is business as 
usual for the arms 
traders. After the 
US-dominated 
media's free 
publicity for West¬ 
ern defense 
technology during 
the Gulf war, the 
region's oil-rich 
regimes are 

equipping their 
. forces with the lat¬ 
est and most soph¬ 
isticated 
armaments. 

Since the Gulf 
war, the US has 
signed deals worth 
more than S2I 
billion with the • ~ - 

Arabs and Israelis. Many other 
are in the pipeline. Just 
before he left office. President • 
George Bush announced the sale 
of 72 F-15XP fighter aircraft, to . 
Saudi Arabia. 

. • The .Western arms industry is - 
.undergoing radical reorganization 
to adjust to the new market conriiV 
dons. The main theme is interna¬ 
tionalization, ^ays. a recent book. 
Arms ' Industry ■ Untiled, - with 
"cross-border ’ restructuring" of 
ownership. Companies have 
resorted to various international 
cooperation schemes—merger;! 

sub-contracting and licensing. 

Larger contractors are teaming 
together to share ihe orders. Some 
contractors are buying up 

-competitors, further reducing 
competition. Among the top 20 .; 
leading arms companies, seven 
were involved in major ■ 





The arm.' trade is one of ihe 
world's highest businesses, in 
rhe last four rears . global 
anus sales reached more fhal 
S75/ billion., over ,S-.S'5 billion 
of win eh was fo Uic Hurd 
World, says SITRJ. The five 
pvnnuncni members oj the 
UN Securiiy Council account 
for more than SO percent of 
the aloha! trade 


--acquisition deals in 1992,-SIPRI 
- says. . ..." r 

For example./, the American 
company y; -Msritin- Marietta 
purchased tfte aerospace unit from' 
General - Electric; /-' Lockheed 
acquired; -the-- military- aircraft 
division of .General Dynantics,_ 
' Talks- have: hpenr : ;gpmg 'on’ fo" 
merge v Britam's.' two'" top -arms 
comparaes. GEC and British Aer¬ 
ospace, which.: would oreate the 
worlifs biggest defense ^qur.. . 
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economic effects of disarmament 
will not emerge automatically. 
Resistance of industry and other 
economic interest groups might 
slow down or even halt the process 
that began with the end of the 
Cold War," " 

Workers in the West arc not the. 
only people to suffer the effects of ., 
changes in the arms trade. With, 
the Soviet Union gone, it is open; r 
season on the Third Worlds The - ' 
West is . courting . new clients* -r 
taking advantage of conflicts "aria- C. 
ing from the breakdown of the old-,- 
order;.-;'- . f-, 

Some of ihe poorest countries in > 
die world buy the most weapons. 

In the last four years India, where.. 
millions of people do not yet Jiave 
access to drinkable water dr basic 
health care, spent more than $12 
billion on arms imports. This is on 
cop of heavy expenditure dn the . 
country's sizable domestic defense . 
industry. v 

. Another example is . Afghani- 1 ; 
stan. Despite Soviet withdrawal, 
arms are still being pumped in to ■ 
keep the civil war going, a war ‘ 
that has .claimed millions, of lives 
and given this once- peaceful - 
country the world’s highest rate of 
amputees. Between 1988 and 
1992. Afghanistan was the world's 
fourth biggest arras importer, says 
SIPRI. Other big Asian buyers are 
Pakistan. Indonesia. Thailand and 
South Korea. ' 

The arms trade cuts across ide¬ 
ological barriers. Communist 
: .China, for example, supplies some 
of the most .reactionary regimes in 
the world, including-Saurti Arabia 
-and. Iran. China's reported delivery - 
of M 11 ballistic missiles to 
Pakistan prompted the US to 
announce trade sanctions against 
China and Pakistan. Washington 
has urged Beijing to sign the 
Missile Technology Control 
Regime, an international forum 
started in 1987 to check the spread 
ofballistictechnology. • ... 

. - Critics say that the US is using . 
foe .proliferation issue to wipe out y 
- the competition. Given that nine 
out of the; world’s top ten arms 
rompanies are American, it may. _ 
look as if- Washington is -trying to " 
establish un arms cartel as part of. 
the^ new wrortd order, dictating 
who will buy what and form 
whom.B 

D*ya Kishan Thnssu fs - 
Associate Editor of Gemini" 
{news service. He has a PhD in 
International Relations from ' 
Jawaharteo Nehni University in 
New Delhi and teaches a course 
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